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Jordanian popular numerical proverbial expressions:  
A critical linguistic review of the culture-mathematics interaction  

 
Monther  Battah and Omar Mohammad-Ameen Ahmad Hazaymeh*  

 
 
Abstract:  This paper aims to examine a selected number of numerical 
proverbial expressions that are used in Jordanian everyday talks. Given the 
importance of numbers in our lives, it is clear that these proverbs have 
referenced a wide range of themes in most spheres of life. Proverbs are short, 
concise sayings that have been handed down through the ages. These 
proverbial phrases contain true conventional beliefs and knowledge disguised 
as memorable metaphors. Additionally, these phrases are regarded as useful 
tools for disseminating information and insight about human nature. Numbers 
occupy great importance in human life, as they are used in all aspects of life. 
In addition to employing numbers mathematically and scientifically in 
different aspects of life, they were employed linguistically and culturally in 
the intangible human heritage such as proverbs and wisdom. The current 
research aims to study the use of cardinal numbers in Jordanian folk 
proverbial expressions through a sample of selected proverbs that were 
chosen from multiple sources. After collecting the targeted proverbs, they 
were analyzed, as the results showed the diversityof these numbers the 
multiplicityof the formulas of the proverbs that in which they were used, and 
the diversity of the pragmatic purposes for which these proverbs were 
employed.  
 
Keywords: Jordanian culture, folklore, proverbs, numbers, mathematics  
 

Introduction   
The popular proverb is a brief, expressive phrase that has been passed 
down from one generation to another. It travels effortlessly and swiftly 
via place and time. It arose as an expression of a certain event and 
frequently employed in the setting of different incidents or 
circumstances. The popular proverb is a product of interactions 
between culture, history, physical location, the written word, economic 
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Review of related literature  
No language exists apart from the cultural fabric that binds its original 
speakers to it because the language symbolizes a trustworthy image 
that ensures the survival of the language through age (Hazaymeh 2022, 
89). Although paremiologists, or experts in the study of proverbs, have 
not agreed on a single, all-inclusive definition, the proverb is 
traditionally defined in terms of its distinguishing qualities, which 
include self- containedness, pithiness, traditionality, a tendency toward 
didacticism, fixedness of form, and prosody (Hijazin & Al -Khanji 
2022, 523). Jordanian Spoken Arabic has many numbers and rhetorical 
phraseological proverbial expressions that are integrated with each 
other (Hazaymeh 2021, 75) which can be used for different themes in 
private and public gatherings (Hazaymeh et al. 2019, 289) to express 
opinions about various issues such as advice, warning, thankfulness 
and gratitude (Hazaymeh & Battah 2021, 2628). Proverbs are true 
conventional opinions and wisdom expressed in the form of 
remembered images (Khalifeh & Rababah 2022, 22). Syntactic aspects 
are used in Jordanian proverbs (Migdadi et al. 2023, 471) where these 
proverbs are used to serve a wide range of issues and can be formed in 
different ways including the declarative, imperative, and conditional 
sentences (Almomani 2013, viii). Proverbs as sincere and profound 
expressions of the life of society (Hazaymeh 2023, 78) communicate 
messages in an indirect and frequently figurative manner because the 
meanings they imply are socially accepted because people have the 
same knowledge and inherit the exact characteristics of proverbs (Al-
Azzam 2018, 56). As part of literature and as a lens for exploring and 
comprehending a culture, proverbs including the Jordanian ones have 
figurative elements like synecdoche, metaphor, metonymy, 
exaggeration, paradox and allusion, and incorporate different ethical 
principles, customs, and traditions (Dawaghreh & Tengku-Sepora 
2020, 281; Farghal 2021, 7; Hijazin & Al -Khanji 2022, 522).  
 

Discussion and analysis  
The importance of studying popular proverbs stems from their origins 
and purposes, since the general population is their source and author, 
and their objective is to express a practical collective attitude toward 
various situations and issues that people encounter in their daily lives. 
One of the most common genre of intangible folklore is the popular 
proverb. Because of the various dialects in the places where it is used, 
some of its vocabulary or the construction of its phrases change, but its 
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greater degree of innovation and experimentation in the search for the 
shape, texture of the costume, the density of materials and their 
properties in combination with origami can be observed. Foreign 
authors design costumes that go beyond the silhouette space, varying 
volumes, looking for opportunities to translate their ideas into the 
language of clothing, provoking the consumer and society as a whole. 
Origami tools are actively involved in the formative aspects of clothing 
design. Different fashion designers focus on different tools, 
interpreting them in their own way. The principles of sectional 
origami, modular structures, mesh and pleated systems are used in the 
search for an extraordinary form, and variants of their combination and 
synthesis are modelled through the interaction of materials contrasting 
in handle, texture, and colour.  

The experience of the foreign designers mentioned in this article 
demonstrates a wide range of origami tools. A completely unique 
individual significance is acquired in the work of each of these 
designers. The main difference from the Ukrainian costume design is 
the use of origami as a formative tool for expressing the author's 
intention, without basing it on the origin of techniques or their 
historical background. Only in a secondary sense, origami tools are 
used as decorative elements, as a complementary balance.  

Ukrainian fashion designers are much calmer, more moderate and 
slightly less experienced in the origami tools usage, not very open to 
experiments. Here, origami is not mainly a formative factor, but rather 
is used as an accent, often bright, finishing element. In cases where 
origami tools are used in shaping, such designs have a bright thematic 
colour and associatively refer the viewer to the Japanese culture where 
origami originated. Simple folding systems are used as shaping and 
decorative tools. More complex, rhythmic texture systems are used less 
often, mainly as brightly coloured, contrasting accents of the overall 
image.  

Thus, a significant difference in the design approaches of Ukrainian 
and foreign fashion design can be identified. Ukrainian design 
nevertheless exists within the framework of current trends in the 
human centredness study, social and environmental issues, economic 
and political events, the use of innovative technologies and alternative 
materials, etc. This can be clearly seen in the collections of Ukrainian 
designers in 2022-2024, which are represented, in particular, at Paris 
Fashion Week. Well-known Ukrainian fashion design experts also note 
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the development of native costume design in line with current 
innovations.  
 

Conclusion  
Numerous works by foreign and Ukrainian scholars reveal the modern 
principles of costume shaping with the use of various technologies, 
improvement of existing materials, their properties, visual value and 
ergonomic application. Foreign publications offer a wide range of 
origami techniques applications in the latest technologies as a shaping 
factor, including in the clothing design. Ukrainian experts in the 
modern costumes development are more conservative and advocate the 
principles of a moderate tectonic structure of clothing. However, they 
all agree that the new materials usage, in-depth study of the known raw 
materials features, the search for alternative design principles, and 
sources of a new creative approach to costume design are relevant 
areas for further research.  

Foreign and Ukrainian designers illustrate the opinions expressed 
by scientists in their creative collections. In the global fashion space, 
creators have the opportunity to express themselves through almost 
any means. Therefore, foreign designers are more open to experiments 
than Ukrainian designers, who have to take into account the target 
audience and the practical implementation of their ideas. In their 
search for a form, foreign fashion designers actively use traditional 
techniques from other art forms and with different historical origins, 
perceiving them as means to achieve the goal. Ukrainian designers are 
more cautious about the manifestations of other cultures in their 
designs, and therefore use them much more delicately.  

The conclusion about the further integration of technological 
developments into the field of textile production and costume design 
can be made on the basis of the information obtained and systematised. 
The use of computer technology will obviously simplify the design 
process, and further mechanisation of the processes of making patterns, 
cutting and fixing costume parts will lead to the spread and mass 
production of a product that could previously have been an exclusively 
unique design. The use of new materials and modern technological 
developments in textile production will expand the functionality of the 
usual costume in the future. It is quite possible that this will also affect 
the formative features of its design. Today we are already talking about 
incorporating medical metrics, smart material technologies, fabric 
adaptability to temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, etc. It is 
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and a Bible (2010), The Beekeeper of Aleppo (2019), Songbirds 
(2021), Refugee Tales IV (2021) and The Book of Fire: A Novel 
(2023). The researcher has taken her novel The Beekeeper of Aleppo 
(2019) for analysis.  

The novel The Beekeeper of Aleppo is written with the background 
of civil war that happens in the country of Syria which started in 2011 
and continues even now. People living in the Syria try to flee from it so 
as to lead a peaceful life somewhere. The characters in chosen novel 
mainly include two couples namely Mr. Nuri & Mrs. Afra Nuri and 
Mr. Mustafa & Mrs. Dahab Mustafa, Aya, the child of Mustafa and 
Dahab, and both the couples had lost their male child in the ongoing 
civil war. Some of the other characters include Hazim, a refugee from 
Morocco, Diomande, a refugee from Ivory Coast, Elias, a refugee from 
Turkey, Angeliki and Lucy Fisher, the social worker who helps 
refugees in getting asylum in London. Primarily, this novel deals with 
two couples named Mr. Nuri Ibrahim & Mrs. Afra Ibrahim, Mr. 
Mustafa and Mrs. Dahab and few others who try to escape to London 
so as to escape the cruelties of war that takes place in Aleppo in the 
country of Syria.  

This novel is chosen by researcher for its exploration as it addresses 
the contemporary problems that the world faces. The studies so 
conducted till now on this novel have not advocated any of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and its targets as a conceptual 
framework. The researcher has attempted to focus on select novel 
using SDG that lays emphasis on the eradication of violence and 
betterment of refugees.  

 

Methodology  
The research objectives for this research article are:   
1. To find the space for SDG in the novel to be followed for the 
betterment of refugees.  
2. To find the space for SDG that addresses eradication of violence in 
the novel.  
3. To highlight the various issues like poverty, unemployment, 
homelessness of the refugees through the novel.  

United Nations organization formed after the Second World War 
has its origin from the year 1945. It ensures to maintain peace and 
avoid war and bloodshed among the countries of this world. 
Sustainable Development Goals is an initiative of UN with aim to 
transform the world. Sustainable Development Goals are a series of 17 
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Crossing borders, breaking boundaries:  
Enduring Indian cultural identity in Trinidadian Carnival   

 
Gopika L Ramesh and Sharon J.*  

 
 
Abstract:  The 2011 census demographic report released by the Central 
Statistical Office of Trinidad and Tobago declared that a majority of their 
population comprised of Indians and people of Indian descent. Majority of 
them trace their association with the island nation to the times of 
Indentureship (1845-1917), when a sizeable population of Indians were 
uprooted and transplanted to the Caribbean to work on sugar plantations. 
Displaced from their homeland, these immigrantsfaced the difficult task of 
repositioning themselves in a new land. In such scenarios, culture becomes a 
vehicle for the diasporic community to establish a connection with the new 
land, maintain solidarity within the group and to gain a sense of self without 
severing all ties with their homeland. The Trinidadian Carnival is the greatest 
street parade in the world and an important emblem of Trinidadian culture. 
Often associated with the Afro-Trinidadian community, over the years it has 
grown to be a crucible of cross-cultural associations with elements from both 
African and Indian culture influencing the festivities. Inspired from Indian 
folk culture, chutneymusic now finds an increasingly stronger presence in the 
Trinidadian Carnival alongside its African creole counterparts of calypso and 
soca. Another important element of the Carnival is the steelband, which now 
witness a strong Indian presence. The Indian diaspora in Trinidad thereby 
continue to enrich the cultural space of Trinidad, often maintaining the rich 
culture of India alive and flourishing in the island nation. Indian cultural 
elements therefore take up the vital role of identity construction and value 
addition, even so far away from home.This paper intends to study the 
enduring presence of Indian cultural elements in the Trinidadian Carnival and 
how the Indian immigrants constructed, and continue to construct, their 
identity through social memory and popular culture. In discussing these 
questions, the paper refers to concepts of cultural identity and draws 
information froma repertoire ofcontemporary scholarly literature, 
governmental and non-governmental records, and news articles.  
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Figure 3. Betsy Damon, The 7,000 Year Old Woman, Performance art, 1977. © Betsy Damon  
 

The early goddess artists like Buffie Johnson, Betsy Damon, and Cheri 
Gaulke worked extensively with the representations of the divine 
feminine found in Palaeolithic depictions, which are characterised by self-
referential images, such as those used in the Venus of Willendorf forms. 
Such imagery serves, for both spiritual feminists and goddess artists, as a 
historic touchstone as well as a visionary tool to contest the erasure of 
matriarchal traditions within patriarchal narratives. With such ancient 
forms, the early goddess artists created a dialogic space between the past 
and the present through which contemporary gender dynamics were 
critique,d while there was a renewal of a spiritual connection with the 
feminine. It reflects something of the much larger cultural initiative of 
which the Goddess movement has been a part: the imagination of the 
divine feminine both as an archetypal influence and as an instrument for 
visioning the future as more just and spiritually inclusive.  

The latter goddess artists, who drew inspiration from the goddess 
movement and their predecessors, however, attempted and envisioned a 
more radical and diverse discourse through their art. Their representations 
were characterised by more intersectional and inclusive imageries, trying 
to bridge diverse cultural, racial and spiritual traditions. On one hand, it 
expanded the scope of the Goddess movement to a global level, 
promoting transnational dialogue, and on the other hand, it situated the 
Great Goddess as a universal symbol of resistance and regeneration.  
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Figure 4. Urmila with Chandan Lal Sanyal (Dutt 2022, 00:42:04)  
 

  
 

Figure 5. Urmila stops Qala from singing Dutt 2022, 00:39:13)  
 

The film highlights the need to challenge patriarchal norms and 
expectations and to provide support and understanding for individuals 
impacted by these norms. The examination of trauma, and gender 
within the cinematic narrative contributes to an ongoing discourse, 
emphasising the need for a deeper understanding of these intricacies 
within the context of women's rights and societal progress.  
 

Female characters in the film as both victims and enablers of 
patriarchy   
In Qala, the nuanced portrayal of female characters as both victims and 
enablers of patriarchy adds layers to the exploration of gender dynamics 
in 1940s India. The film aptly captures the complex interplay of power, 
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through their online presence, especially on social media platforms 
(Mosedale 2005). In a traditionally conservative society where gender 
norms and expectations can be quite restrictive, empowerment in this 
context refers to several key aspects. Firstly, it involves these young 
women gaining the ability to authentically express their true selves 
online, including their gender identities, without fear of societal 
judgment or backlash. This means they have the freedom to represent 
themselves in ways that resonate with their personal understanding of 
gender.  

Secondly, empowerment implies challenging and potentially 
reshaping the established gender norms and expectations within their 
society (Wilf et al. 2022). By using online platforms, these women 
may advocate for gender equality, challenge stereotypes, or redefine 
traditional roles and behaviors associated with their gender. 
Additionally, empowerment involves having a sense of control over 
their online narratives and representations. This control allows them to 
influence how they are perceived and how they perceive themselves, 
enabling a more assertive and self-directed role in shaping their 
gendered identities (Sobande, Fearfull, and Brownlie 2020). Lastly, 
empowerment may facilitate the building of supportive networks 
online, which can further influence their self-perception and challenge 
societal norms (Li et al. 2023). These networks can provide emotional 
support, help them raise their voices, and offer a platform for collective 
action or dialogue about gender-related issues.  

The research on online identity construction in the Pakistani context 
has become quite common in the recent years. Studies have examined 
various aspects of how individuals, including young adults, present 
themselves on social media platforms (Mahmood, Jafree, and Sohail 
2022), and how this intersects with their cultural and societal 
backgrounds. Researchers have explored how cultural and religious 
values influence online self-presentation among Pakistani users (Asif 
et al. 2020). They have found that many individuals struggle between 
maintaining a balance between expressing their personal identities and 
adhering to cultural and religious norms, particularly in conservative 
regions (Aksar, Firdaus, and Pasha 2023). Studies have also 
investigated the role of social media platforms in shaping political 
identities and facilitating political activism (Ida, Saud, and Mashud 
2020).  

Moreover, researchers have examined how gender identity is 
constructed and performed online, as well as the challenges and 
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Population and sample of the study  
The population of the study consists of employees working in 
healthcare institutions in Turkey. The sample of the study includes a 
total of 150 employees who work at a healthcare institution operating 
in Ankara and voluntarily provided data for the research.  
 
Assumptions and limitations of the study  
In the study, it is assumed that the levels of social media addiction and 
organizational alienation among participants may vary based on their 
age, gender, position, and educational background. It is also assumed 
that participants correctly and consistently understand the concepts of 
social media addiction and organizational alienation and provide 
sincere and genuine responses to the scale items applied in the study.  

A limitation of the study is that the relationship between social 
media addiction and organizational alienation is examined within a 
single sector, including only employees from one industry. 
Additionally, the research was conducted within a specific time frame 
and in a healthcare institution located in a particular city. Therefore, 
studies conducted in different time periods or geographical regions 
may yield different results.  

 
Data collection  
In the study, primary data sources are used within the scope of the 
quantitative research analysis method. As a primary data collection 
method, a survey was adopted to reach the minimum sample size 
among personnel units working in a healthcare institution in a specific 
city. In this context, employees were identified using the snowball 
sampling method, and survey forms were completed.  

The survey consists of two sections with a total of 37 questions. The 
first part of the survey includes six questions aimed at identifying the 
demographic and status-related information of employees in the 
relevant units. The second part of the survey is divided into two 
sections, comprising a total of 31 questions related to social media 
addiction and organizational alienation.  

The survey is structured using a 5-point Likert scale, with the 
response options as follows: Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Neither 
Agree Nor Disagree, Agree, Strongly Agree. These statements were 
presented to participants in accordance with the 5-point Likert scale.  
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Introduction   
Probation has long been acknowledged as a crucial component of the 
criminal justice system, allowing individuals the opportunity to 
reintegrate into society while under supervised rehabilitation (Smith et 
al. 2021). This alternative to jail lessens prison overpopulation and 
offers criminals the chance to better their lives. However, the path of 
probationers is riddled with problems, ranging from societal shame and 
personal guilt to economic instability and mental misery (Jones & 
Taylor 2022). Despite these limitations, probation programs retain 
enormous potential to generate enduring good outcomes, particularly 
when tailored to suit probationers' individual needs and circumstances 
(Clark et al. 2023).  

This study digs into the lived experiences of probationers to 
understand the nuances of their recovery journeys. By identifying the 
good and negative experiences, the techniques people take to manage 
problems, and the transforming benefits of probation programs, this 
research intends to create a complete picture of probation as a 
rehabilitative process (Garcia & Wilson 2024). The insights gathered 
from this study not only emphasize the personal hardships and 
achievements of probationers but also give useful recommendations 
for enhancing probation systems to enable meaningful reintegration 
and social acceptability (Thompson & Lee 2020). Ultimately, this 
research hopes to contribute to the increasing body of information on 
rehabilitation, underlining the role of empathy, support, and 
opportunity in altering the lives of probationers.  

In the Philippines, community-based corrections based on 
RA.no.10707, an act amending presidential decree no. 968, otherwise 
known as the Probation Law of 1976, is one where the major goal of 
the government is to establish more enlightened and humane 
correctional systems that will promote the reformation of offenders and 
thereby reduce the incidence of recidivism. The confinement of all 
offenders in prisons and other institutions with rehabilitation programs 
constitutes an onerous drain on the financial resources of the country. 
There is a need to provide a less costly alternative to the imprisonment 
of offenders who are likely to respond to individualized, community-
based treatment programs. Furthermore, the mission and goals of the 
Philippine Parole and Probation Administration include rehabilitation 
of probationers, parolees, and pardonees promoting criminal offender 
reform and minimizing recidivism, as well as give a less expensive 
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I experienced TCLP when I was in jail. We are the first batch of PDL (Person 
Deprived of Liberty) who underwent therapeutic community modality 
training which started in 2010. (IDI 1: SS15)  

 
Informant 5 of the focused group supported the idea of Informant 1 
about TC that helped them transformed, his response:  
 

This TC helps me, my family, the community as well as the environment. 
(FGD5:SS17)  

  
The behavioral shaping tool supports the therapeutic community in 
shaping the personality of the informants. Informant 1 said:  
 

That behavioral shaping tool will shape your behavior. If you keep on 
making mistakes, they will pull you. Example, you were absent thrice, so 
your probation program will be revoked. (IDI1:SS24)  

 
Informant 8 of the focus group discussion reiterated the activities in 
their monthly meeting, he stated:  
 

We also have news reporting, about sports at national & local levels and even 
on weather, there is someone who is assigned in those areas. (FGD8:SS9)  

 
Probation programs frequently act as a turning point for individuals, 
promoting tremendous personal development. According to Carter et 
al. (2023), systematic rehabilitation efforts give probationers with the 
tools and resources required to reconstruct their life. The good benefits 
of probation programs extend beyond individual participants, as shown 
by Green and Wilson (2021).  
2. Absolute life transformation. This theme elucidates the willingness 
of the informants to transform into a law-abiding citizen. Informant 6 
of the focused group stated that probation changes them to be a better 
person; he mentioned:  
 

All aspects have changed, never stay with the bystander, drink less, and never 
fight back with parents. (FGD 6:SS9)  

 
Informant 1, in the in-depth interview, cited evidence of change that 
they were chosen for the gardening project of provincial parole and 
probation administration of Zamboanga del Norte as proof that they 
change for the better; he mentioned:  
 

So far, our group, team achievers, and another team, team progressive, are in 
phase two, we are achievers, and we are also in charge of the Zamboanga del 
Norte gardening project. (IDI1:SS22)  
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Introduction : Pakistan-India relations  
The relations between Pakistan and India have always been tense since 
the formation of two countries from the subcontinent of India in 1947 
(Ahmad 2016). Some key events and tensions that have shaped 
Pakistan-India relations include Partition of British India, Kashmir 
conflict, several wars, Nuclearization, water disputes etc. (Mitra 2001).  

The partition of British India into Pakistan and India in 1947 
provided the basis for future conflicts (Chaudhri 2016; Khan 2007). 
During this period, there was a massive displacement of populations 
along religious lines and horrific violence (Dixit 2002) and loss of life, 
which determined future relations.  

In this regard, the first conflict between Pakistan and India was 
shortly after the partition in 1947 over the issues of the disputed 
territory of Kashmir. Pakistan argued that Kashmir should be part of 
Pakistan since it was Muslim, while India said the territory belonged to 
India because of the instrument of accession (Chaudhri 2016; Thomas 
1992; Wint 1967). Kashmir is still the central unresolved matter 
between the two nations. The dispute has led to several wars and there 
has been militancy over the territory of Kashmir ever since (Prasad & 
Pal 1987; Schofield & Victoria 2003).  

After this, the two countries have gone to war and engaged in armed 
conflicts many times since the partition (Christophe Jaffrelot 2004). 
Some of these are the first war over the disputed territory of Kashmir 
in 1947 and other wars in 1965 and 1971 (Dixit 2002; Lyon 2008). The 
wars led to the deaths of people, drains of resources to the military at 
the expense of their development, and animosity. The greatest source 
of tension is still the unresolved Kashmir issue.  

Both India and Pakistan have conducted nuclear tests in 1998, 
although India had already achieved success in nuclear weapon testing 
in 1974. Both are officially nuclear weapon states (Sublette 2001). 
This nuclearization raised concerns that any future conflict between the 
two historical foes could trigger nuclear warfare. The nuclear arms 
race is still a destabilizing factor in the region as well as the deterrent.  

Tensions and conflicts have sometimes been fueled by growths of 
religious nationalism and extremism on both sides. Religion is still a 
contentious factor and increases threat perceptions. Between the two 
nations, religious fundamentalism is also among the triggers of 
security dilemma.  

There are disputes on the water sharing of rivers in the Indus River 
system, construction of new dams and the unfulfilled water allocation 
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Globalization has led to increased economic integration between the 
two economies. Despite the barriers that exist within the two 
economies, bilateral trade has gradually increased over the years to 
about $2 billion (Shaheen et al. 2023). The figure for indirect trade, on 
the other hand, is likely to be significantly higher. This is evidence of 
increasing economic integration. MCB Bank and United Bank Ltd. 
from Pakistan have received help from the liberalization of FDI 
policies in India. Investment interest remains intact despite political 
rivalry between the two nations.  

The expansion of IT has allowed for a free flow of information and 
ideas that has promoted better people to people contacts, especially 
among the young generations. This could help build constituencies that 
would support peace, cooperation, and economic development. 
Moreover, business activities of multinationals (BR Web Desk 2024) 
such as Unilever, Nestle, etc., have their operations across the border 
of India and Pakistan making them the key initiators of economic 
integration among the two nations in aspects such as production, trade, 
and exchange of ideas among other factors.  

Trade climate can however improve access through land, sea and air 
transport facilitated by globalization if relations between the two 
countries are friendly and relations are normalized. Although political 
rivalry is still a barrier, but economic interdependence has 
interconnected the economies of India and Pakistan through trade, 
investment and business relations (Ali et al. 2015; Shaheen et al. 
2023). Such interdependence can potentially help to drop political 
constraints and contribute to the process of stabilizing the situation in 
the region.  

India and Pakistan have upgraded their economic relations and have 
started encouraging more trade and commerce between them although 
economic interdependence has not precipitated any major changes in 
the military sphere (Ali et al. 2015; Shaheen et al. 2023). Political 
rivalry and unresolved issues like security remain the major 
components of strategic thinking in both countries. Military 
establishments therefore differentiate economic priorities from defense 
and security priorities.  

 

Political and military ties  
Pakistan and India, both South Asian neighbors, share a history of 
enmity, wars and conflicts mainly because of disputed borders and 
socio-political rivalry (Khan 2007). The historical conflicts between 
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the two show challenging interstate relations and remain to be one of 
the most challenging geostrategic issues in South Asia that must be 
addressed to achieve greater regional stability (Ahmad 2016; Chaudhri 
2016; Lyon 2008; Mitra 2001). Although the manifest wars have been 
halted due to the application of deterrents, the search for peace in the 
region is still a delicate process in conflict resolution (Dixit 2002; 
Hagerty 2005). Both countries have fought several wars starting from 
the very day of their inception.  
 
1947 War (pre-McDonaldization)  
Began in October 1947, following the partition and the attainment of 
independence from British subjection with a dispute on the territory of 
Jammu & Kashmir as both countries claimed their authority over the 
state (Wirsing 1998; Wint 1967). The war led to India possessing most 
of the region of Kashmir, while Pakistan possessing a rather small part, 
and the division was followed by the ceasefire facilitated by the United 
Nations with no final decision on the status of the territory made 
(Barua 2011; Schofield & Victoria 2003).  
1965 War (pre-McDonaldization)  
It begun in August 1965 because of the tensions and border problems 
after the 1947 war, lasted for five weeks with some operations 
including use of artillery, armor and infantry (Barua 2011). It reached a 
standstill and was followed by a ceasefire brokered by the Soviet 
Union at the end of September 1965 (Pike 2000).  
1971 War (pre-McDonaldization)  
It began in November 1971 with Pakistan first attacking Indian 
airfields. The war accelerated with India on the better side because of 
the struggle for independence in East Pakistan now Bangladesh. The 
war lasted thirteen days and ended with the surrender of Pakistan 
forces in the east which led to the formation of Bangladesh (Barua 
2011; Conboy 2012; Pike 2000).  
Kargil War 1999 (post-McDonaldization)  
Kargil War started in May 1999, in the post-McDonaldization era, in 
which Pakistani troops captured vital heights on the Indian side of 
Kargil (Lavoy 2009; Lyon 2008). It spanned close to three months 
with heavy fighting along the mountain terrains at high altitudes. 
Geographically, Pakistan was at a tactical disadvantage because the 
nature of terrain in Kargil was difficult to predict. The outcome of 
Kargil War was a return of the status quo (Nanda 1999).  
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Findings and analysis  
 

Table 1. Differences by generation in influencer engage  
 

  Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
agree 

Trust in 
influencers' 
transparency 

Millennials 7 15 28 35 15 

Gen Xers 25 37 15 16 7 

Millennials' 
Perception of 
Relatable 
Influences 

Millennials 2 8 4 51 35 

Gen Xers 49 13 11 18 8 

Authenticity 
Over Followers  

Millennials 5 12 26 37 19 

Gen Xers 29 40 7 14 10 

Influencer 
Credibility 
Through 
Interaction 

Millennials 2 13 26 40 19 

Gen Xers 49 13 18 11 9 

Trustworthiness 
of Influencers 
Using Personal 
Stories 

Millennials 2 5 7 59 27 

Gen Xers 32 28 5 21 15 

TikTok 
influence 

Mil lennials 8 9 7 41 19 

Gen Xers 27 25 12 22 15 

Relatability of 
Micro-Macro 
Influencers  

Millennials 8 10 18 41 23 

Gen Xers 33 27 10 19 11 

Discovery of 
New Brands 
Through Macro-
Influencers 

Millennials 7 7 5 57 24 

Gen Xers 16 37 8 25 13 
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corruption index increases the participation rate by 0.31% (Table 8). 
- In countries at the 0.30 quantile (countries with participation 
rates ranging from 48.79% to 51.02% (Table 6); Croatia, Malta, 
Mauritius, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia (Table 10)), a 1% increase in the 
corruption index increases the participation rate by 0.24% (Table 8).  
- In countries at the 0.40 quantile (countries with participation 
rates ranging from 51.02% to 53.69% (Table 6); Cyprus, Greece, 
Slovak Republic (Table 10)), a 1% increase in the corruption index 
increases the participation rate by 0.21% (Table 8).  

Tests were conducted considering the possibility of reverse 
causality. When corruption is the dependent variable, the effect of 
female labor force participation on corruption becomes significant 
after 0.5 quantiles (Table 9).  

 
Table 9. Quantile regression analysis results  

      
       Quantile  Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.  
      
      Labor Force 

Participation 0.100 0.143442 0.236399 0.606777 0.5461 
 0.200 0.035597 0.264012 0.134831 0.8932 
 0.300 0.382018 0.487413 0.783768 0.4361 
 0.400 0.660764 0.415005 1.592184 0.1163 
 0.500 0.817111 0.362413 2.254637 0.0276 
 0.600 1.072565 0.347079 3.090259 0.0030 
 0.700 1.158332 0.324345 3.571292 0.0007 
 0.800 1.140674 0.295496 3.860204 0.0003 
 0.900 1.197011 0.245059 4.884573 0.0000 

Inflation 0.100 0.070887 0.162586 0.435995 0.6643 
 0.200 -0.039124 0.186777 -0.209468 0.8347 
 0.300 -0.640001 1.304820 -0.490490 0.6255 
 0.400 -0.549268 1.382271 -0.397366 0.6924 
 0.500 -0.420209 0.552393 -0.760707 0.4496 
 0.600 -0.822284 1.353234 -0.607644 0.5456 
 0.700 -0.275395 0.238818 -1.153157 0.2531 
 0.800 -0.225507 0.193525 -1.165260 0.2482 
 0.900 -0.226037 0.161963 -1.395609 0.1677 

C 0.100 25.83737 12.99342 1.988497 0.0510 
 0.200 37.57910 13.79903 2.723315 0.0083 
 0.300 33.49217 17.73919 1.888033 0.0636 
 0.400 25.00692 21.07663 1.186476 0.2398 
 0.500 19.72386 20.59554 0.957676 0.3418 
 0.600 13.58409 22.17823 0.612497 0.5424 
 0.700 9.110690 18.38658 0.495508 0.6219 
 0.800 12.25280 16.71319 0.733122 0.4662 
 0.900 10.31292 13.84515 0.744876 0.4591 
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Finland 58.17 7.00 87.00 7.12 

Lithuania 58.84 7.00 62.00 19.71 

Paraguay 59.06 7.00 28.00 9.77 

Ireland 59.40 7.00 77.00 7.81 

Denmark 59.42 7.00 90.00 7.70 
The Greek 
Cypriot 
Administration 
of Southern 
Cyprus 59.63 7.00 52.00 8.40 

Thailand 59.86 8.00 36.00 6.08 

Botswana 60.06 8.00 60.00 11.67 

Estonia 60.63 8.00 74.00 19.40 

Israel 61.15 8.00 63.00 4.39 

Canada 61.48 8.00 74.00 6.80 

Switzerland 61.49 8.00 82.00 2.84 

Qatar 61.73 8.00 58.00 5.00 

Azerbaijan 61.90 9.00 23.00 13.85 

Australia 62.31 9.00 75.00 6.59 

Norway 62.53 9.00 84.00 5.76 

Singapore 63.37 9.00 83.00 6.12 

Netherlands 63.58 9.00 80.00 10.00 

Sweden 63.68 9.00 83.00 8.37 

Belarus 65.79 9.00 39.00 15.21 

Peru 66.73 10.00 36.00 8.33 

New Zealand 66.90 10.00 87.00 7.17 

Viet Nam 68.54 10.00 42.00 3.16 

Iceland 70.70 10.00 74.00 8.31 

Moldova 71.50 10.00 39.00 28.74 

Bolivia 71.84 10.00 31.00 1.75 
 
 

Among the 67 countries nations in the investigation, the beat 10 
nations in corruption are Azerbaijan (23%), Guatemala (24%), 
Paraguay (28%), Mexico (31%), Bolivia (31%), El Salvador (33%), 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (34%), Türkiye (36%), Thailand (36%) and 
Serbia (36%). The top 10 countries in inflation are Türkiye (72.31%), 
Moldova (28.74%), Lithuania (19.71%), Estonia (19.40%), Rwanda 
(17.69%), Latvia (17.31%), Bulgaria (15.33%), Belarus (15.21%), 
Czechia (15.10%) and Hungary (14.61%).  
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Tolerance and coercion:  
The political scenes of European modern design movement  

 
Zhiyong Wang*  

 
 
Abstract:  The social origins of European modern design was not only 
associated with technological change but also had a strong relationship with 
other factors such as social system. With the assistance of the method 
characterised as historical sociology, this article makes a comparative 
analysis on the rise of European modern design. It tries to clarify how 
European political systems were diversely modernised and how they had the 
distinctive effects on the modern movements of different European countries. 
Particularly, the constitutional system and liberalism of Western Europe did 
not develop recognised pattern of modern design but contributed to the 
democratic idea of modernism through benign inactivity. The centralised 
bureaucratic system and nationalism of Central and Eastern Europe did 
directly stimulate the birth of modern design but then repressed its later 
development. In addition, this study illustrates why Germany became 
conspicuous in the diverse political situations during that period.  
 
Keywords: European modern design, social origins, politics, tolerance, 
coercion  
 

Introduction   
For social change, although the transformation of technology and the 
social system are both the strong factors, the discovered effect of a 
social system is more ambiguous than that of technology. It has also 
been admitted that the causal link between the social system and the 
origins of European modern design cannot be interpreted as clearly as 
the one between technology and its origins. The difficulties mainly 
stem from two aspects. First, the intrinsic logical relationships between 
the social system and design activities are not always convincing. The 
explicit and direct force of the social system on the military or 
economic affairs such as the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894 or the 
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a more comprehensive theoretical view in order to examine modern 
design history and discussed it using diversified methods. This change 
strengthened the trend which indicated a significant shifting from 
narration of modern design under chronicle to analysis and 
interpretation on modern design from the sociological and cultural 
views (Banham 1960, Sparke 1986, Woodham1997, Forty 1992). This 
new trend thus had an impact that continued into the twenty-first 
century.  

This study, as an intensified exploration into European modern 
design history from a political perspective, follows this main trend as 
well. Although political history has traditionally been isolated from 
social or cultural history, it will inspect the potential action of political 
and economic policies on the social origins of European modern 
design. The expected result will improve the understanding of the 
relationship between politics and modern design activities.  
 

Methodology  
Historical sociology  
Historical sociology had been accepted as a sub-field of sociology 
since its rise in the 1960s. Researchers who have made general 
contributions into historical sociology, however, regard it as a specific 
sociological method, which is characterised by historical and 
diachronic standpoint (Skocpol 1984). In brief, as a research method, 
historical sociology places a heavy emphasis on the unique and diverse 
historical evidence from a macroscopic view. It possesses the 
advantage of comparatively clarifying the reasons and results of social 
change in the long term, during which the evidence can hardly be 
obtained by the controlled experiments, interviews, or questionnaires. 
Several classical sociologists and historians have laid the groundwork 
for historical sociology. The masterpieces from Alexis de Tocqueville, 
Max Weber, and Marc Bloch take on the main characteristics of 
historical sociology (Tocqueville 1955; Bloch 1953; Weber 1930, 
1978; Elias 2000). A few researchers, including Perry Anderson, 
Barrington Moore, and Theda Skocpol, subsequently made further 
achievements, and their works have reflected the glory of historical 
sociology in tracing the diversified historical evidence and providing 
comparative interpretations of social change, particularly in the studies 
of political system and economic policies (Anderson 1974a, 1974b; 
Moore 1966; Skocpol 1979). For modern design history, some 









Zhiyong Wang 

598 

 

different from what is found in the aged agrarian societies, although 
they implied a degree of relations, for instance, the constitutional 
monarchy of England. Germany, however, had to set its primary target 
to keep up with the advanced countries by the political reform or 
revolution but failed to reach it for the hindrance of strong 
conservative political power (Skocpol 1979; Moore 1966). Fortunately, 
in fact, the countries lagging behind, like Germany, did achieve 
political modernisation partly. Germany shared an affinity with 
Western Europe and afterward the modern movement was going to be 
a beneficiary of this political resonance between Germany and the 
West. Again, Russian political modernisation performed an amazing 
task. Russia radically started a social revolution and abolished its 
traditional social hierarchy but maintained a similar element of the old 
monarchy, which is known as absolutism. The Russian emperor was 
replaced by a political party, which was then followed by a large-scale 
bureaucratic group. Consequently, its dramatic influence was displayed 
during the historical process of modern design in Russia.  
 

West Europe: Tolerance and indifference  
With a brief review of political modernisation of Europe, the intricate 
connections between the diverse political forces and European modern 
design movement are going to be examined. Compared with the action 
of technological change on modern design, a new mechanism is then 
introduced. As for technological change or industrialisation, an inquiry 
into whether it directly improved the rise of modern design should be 
made first. Regarding political force, however, the inquiry is reversed 
to whether it impeded the emergence of modern design, for the lack of 
technological support always suggests a delayed social progress, 
whereas the absence of political force probably leads to a beneficial 
effect and a radical policy even causes the irrevocable social harm.  

The constitutional system of Western Europe has been chosen as the 
starting point for analysis. With this setting, it is found that the absence 
of political control has presented benign inactivity in this region, for 
the system had seldom laid any organised social impediment on the 
road on which the design activities were undertaken. The following 
illustration is made to interpret how it brought this benign inactivity 
into effect.  

In terms of Art Nouveau in France and De Stijl in the Netherlands, 
little effect of benign inactivity has been discovered for their aesthetic 
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Forty 1992), but their actions were not strong enough to have a 
conclusive influence over the period of the Arts and Crafts movement. 
While the critical persons uncompromisingly refused the potential 
functions of industrial technology, the government exerted little 
corrective effect on this trend and was not ready to play an active role 
at key moments (tolerance indicates indifference), although there were 
a few designers who had already made a prophetic judgement on the 
significance of industrialisation.  
 

Central and East Europe: Encouragement and coercion  
This investigation then led to those European countries whose social 
systems were different from that of England in order to see what kind 
of effect they had on the rise of modern design.  

In Italy, although the futurists almost acted out their roles 
individually and the unexpected end of Futurism was caused by the 
international war rather than the internal political turbulence, this 
movement did deliver a vague awareness of nationalism in pursuing 
the advanced countries. Germany and Russia, however, have left the 
deepest political mark on the birth of European modern design. 
Germany had experienced constitutional monarchy during Prussia and 
then the Weimar Republic after the First World War until turning into 
Nazi in the 1930s. Russia experienced the fall of Tsarist Empire 
(traditional absolute monarchy) and the rise of the communist regime 
(modern centralised bureaucratic domination). Despite the different 
types of social system, Germany and Russia have shared the same 
ideology, namely nationalism. Although the Weimar Republic tended 
to be a liberal country, Germany, as the country lagging behind, 
consistently depended on national power since the first unification. 
The powerful form of German governmental bureaucracy was far from 
the British vision. It created a deep-seated ground for a nationalised 
political force with Nazi Germany as the pinnacle. Russia was 
suffering from an even crueller political situation. It had lagged more 
behind, and there was much unrest in the political power transition. If 
the Russian communists had failed to take nationwide control, they 
would have missed the fundamental requirements for survival. This 
situation also constructed a framework upon which the formidable 
national power arose.  

If  constitutionalism and liberalism in the West double-edged, what 
kind of effects would totalitarianism and nationalism in the Central and 
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East Europe have? Opposite of tolerance and indifference, they are to 
be extremely active. On the historical process of European modern 
design, the active political action led to two contrasting outcomes, 
between which the change was alarming. In those countries with a 
bureaucratic totalitarian and nationalist background, once the national 
policies were activated to support modern design, political force would 
play a positive role. This action can hardly be found in England or the 
Netherlands, where constitutionalism and liberalism have firmly taken 
root. Thanks to support at the government level, a strong bureaucratic 
system was competent enough to mobilise the social resources, 
particularly in the short term, which cannot be easily achieved by any 
kind of society with tolerance and indifference (namely, the small 
government). Nevertheless, political power could play a negative role 
as well, from which modern design had suffered. In this situation, 
modern design would experience the merciless constriction, under 
which not only design activities but also thinking must be suppressed. 
All these factors are dependent on national politics or the motivations 
of policymakers.  

This mechanism will be disclosed whenever German or Russian 
modern design history is taken into consideration. As a result of social 
modernisation, modern design was once regarded as an effective 
approach to obtaining an industrial advantage and the German 
government offered full support for the modern design movement in 
conjunction with official guidance for the industrial and economic 
activities (Riseboro 1982). The Deutscher Werkbund was founded on 
industrial economy and backed by the industrial world, with the 
summarised target of an advantageous combination of national 
economy and applied art (Kruft 1985). Even Hermann Muthesius was 
a governmental officer, whose social role suggests a distinct 
comparison with that of Ruskin or Morris in England. The concern of 
Muthesius and other politicians, such as Friedrich Naumann, for the 
design activities revealed the economic and cultural interest of the 
German government (Frampton 2020). It indicated the strong ambition 
of Germany, which was trying hard to integrate economy, industry, 
and design into the national expectation. Namely, entrepreneurs and 
designers should be encouraged to keep nationalism in mind, which 
can improve the link of management, design, manufacture, and market 
(Riseboro1982). For this historic mission, Muthesius had confidence 
and every detail in his speech had revealed nationalism (Banham1960). 
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It was an encouraging force exerted by a government under the 
influence of nationalism. In the second Deutsches Reich, the German 
national policies and ideology realised the success of the Deutscher 
Werkbund and then had standardised modern design arise in Germany. 
Since European modern design history had witnessed the inseparable 
connection between the two forces, the negative role of German 
political action, however, should also be taken into consideration. The 
German modern movement in fact came to an end and the demise did 
occur. When the modernists voiced extreme thoughts during the later 
stages and the Nazi power ended the Weimar Republic at the same 
time, Bauhaus was then seen as a political threat and the modern 
movement was suddenly terminated by the new government. Although 
the obscure connection between the Nazi government and Bauhaus has 
been revealed during the Third Reich, numerous facts have illustrated 
the unfortunate end (Cruickshank 1996; Fiedler and Feierabend 2000; 
Frampton 2020; Raizman 2010).  

As for the influence of national policies and political ideology on 
the European modern design movement, a more dramatic U-turn 
occurred in Russia. Russian Constructivism was closely stuck to the 
political system by which this movement was once surrounded. 
Accordingly, the delivery of Constructivism was warmly assisted by 
the organised national power and the end was caused by the national 
policy as well. After the October Revolution, Russian communist 
power did stimulate the cultural activities and social liberation inspired 
the enthusiasm of Russian designers (Riseboro1982). There was once 
an ensured interaction between the communist regime and Russian 
designers or artists. The Soviet government supported modern design 
activities and numbers of institutes, whose target was to encourage the 
combination of applied art and manufacturing, had been founded under 
the governmental direction (Raizman 2010). Correspondingly, Russian 
designers began to act. El Lissitzky, as a constructivist enjoyed a great 
reputation, created his abstract graphics for political propaganda and 
Vladimir Tatlin pursued the visual association between art and 
socialism (Frampton 2020; Raizman 2010). These activities were 
regarded as a romantic return to the new society. In this way, it was 
understood that modernism inspired an uplifting expectation in Russia, 
as had been happening in Germany. Nationalism again claimed its 
ideological encouragement and the historical facts continuously 
testified to this situation. The exploration of modern design in Russia 
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communicated and realised their values in the free market. Morris in 
England and Siegfried Bing in France, for instance, were actively 
involved in the design business and many other works of West 
European designers were commercialised. In comparison, Russian 
modernists had little to do with commercial work.  

Nevertheless, the free market did not become an overall economic 
arena for European modern design. The power of monopoly and 
planning was also kept in focus. Combined with political force, it 
influenced the progress of modern design in Europe. Encouragement 
from the monopoly towards German modern design has been 
discovered and even the planned economy manipulated by the Soviet 
government had stimulated a rapid development of design activities in 
urban planning and construction in the short term (Riseboro1982, 
Frampton 2020). Economic factors, hence, have made an impact on 
European modern design, although a more indirect and diverse effect is 
characterised when compared with political force.  
 

Conclusion  
As interpreted in this investigation, there is little doubt that the 
political factor had played an important part in the historical process of 
European modern design at the macro level. Western Europe did not 
develop a recognised pattern of modern design, but the constitutional 
system along with liberalism raised tolerance, which ensured an 
intellectual contribution to European modern design. This trend was 
prominent in England, for the Arts and Crafts movement laid a strong 
ideological basis for the democratic awareness of modern design. 
Totalitarian systems and nationalism were the key performance 
indicators for the rise of European modern design as well. Their 
actions have been unfolded in a dual nature. Under the domination of 
national policy, those countries under the influence of nationalism 
either energetically supported or constrained the modern movement on 
the Continent. Standardised modern design was largely developed in 
Germany and Russia, and subsequently the decline of the European 
modern design movement was attributed to these two countries as well. 
It is never forgotten that both Russia, ruled by Stalin, and Nazi 
Germany, led by Adolf Hitler, unhesitatingly strangled the 
Constructivism movement and Bauhaus for the changed ideology and 
national policy. Nevertheless, it also confirms the encouragement 
nationalism had on the successful combination of industrialisation and 
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Historical causes in studying Medieval Islamic science  
In the Middle Ages, Islamic civilization expanded the boundaries of 
human knowledge, making science in the Muslim East a phenomenon 
worthy of study by researchers all over the world, especially in the 
West. From the presentation of Islamic studies in the academic world 
in the West, it can be concluded that the history of Islamic studies in 
English-speaking sources has long existed. This long historical stage 
divides Islamic studies into three parts according to their content: the 
theological stage, the political stage, and the scientific stage. Studies 
conducted in the theological stage began in the 8th century, where the 
main object of study was the religion of Islam, the Quran, and the life 
of the Prophet Muhammad (the peace be upon him). The political stage 
began in the 12th century, where the goal was to oppose Islamic 
civilization by translating the Quran and other Muslim texts. The 
scientific stage of Islamic studies began in the 19th century. The main 
necessity for conducting these studies was historical and ideological 
motives. Two motives play an important role in the history of the study 
of Islamic science in Europe:  
1) Historical-ideological motives  
2) Scientific motives  
Historical-ideological motives include the spreading of missionary 
activity and the beginning of the Crusades. Scientific motives include 
the establishment of centers for studying the Muslim East and the 
emergence of Oriental studies as a separate field.  
 

Medieval Islamic science studies: Historical-ideological motives  
Missionaries studied Islam as a cultural reality in the context of 
Muslim societies, thereby providing the West with the first glimpses of 
Muslim culture. British orientalist David Kerr also divided missionary 
activity into two parts: 
1) Eastern - Christian missionary activity 
2) Western - Christian missionary activity  
 
Eastern Christian missionary activity  
The beginnings of the study of Medieval Islamic science in Western 
historiography date back to the place where some Christians and 
Muslims first met - Palestine in the 7th century AD. The conquest of 
Jerusalem by the Rashidun Caliphate in 638 AD made Islamic culture 
accessible to Western lands. The first time that these studies were 
undertaken was at the Monastery of Mar Saba, where Arabic was 
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began to understand that many of the discoveries and inventions of the 
Renaissance were made by Muslims in the Middle Ages. Western 
research conducted in the 19th century on the study of science and 
culture in the Islamic world in the Middle Ages still has significant 
intellectual value today. While the aim of some of these studies was to 
understand the Eastern societies colonized by European powers and to 
assimilate them with a method of governance suitable to their own 
structures, another part aimed to study the history of the development 
of science and culture in the Islamic world in the Middle Ages, to 
highlight the contributions made by Muslim scholars to science during 
this period in Western scientific literature, and to familiarize Western 
readers with this science and culture, and to give Eastern languages 
and literature the prestige they deserve. It is the responsibility of 
Orientalists and historians of science to study the history of science in 
the Golden Age of Islam. If someone who studies the history of 
science is a historian of science, then someone who studies Islamic 
science in the West can be considered both an orientalist and a 
historian of science. There were prominent orientalists-historians of 
science who studied the above-mentioned field. These orientalists and 
historians of science worked in various research centers and 
universities. Elias John Wilkinson Gibb (1857-1901) was one of the 
most important and early pioneers of these figures. He translated many 
works from the world of Islam into English. With Sir Hamilton Gibb 
(1895-1971), a British historian and the most prominent English-
speaking orientalist of his time, Oxford entered the mainstream and 
Islamic studies began to gain a firm institutional footing in Great 
Britain. (Hourani 1992, 33) The founder of the history of science as a 
modern academic discipline, and one of the geniuses who 
systematically studied the history of science, including the history of 
science in the Islamic world, was George Sarton (1884-1956). George 
Sarton made the world aware of the achievements of Muslim scientists 
and presented the initial chronology of science in the Islamic world.  

The study of science in the Islamic world was conducted by 
orientalists and historians of science at the Department of Near Eastern 
Studies at Princeton University, the Middle East Center at Harvard 
University, the School of Oriental Studies at the University of London, 
the University of Pennsylvania, Yale University, the University of 
Michigan, the Near East Institute in Washington, and the Oriental 
Institute at the University of Chicago. (Lichtenstadter 2009, 58)  
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inauguration programmes. Therefore, people thought that he was an 
influential person. But only his party members and he himself knew the 
truth. He was not able to do anything because of his caste. Still, he never 
stepped down as he was happy with the post he was in and always lived a 
life of the rich through the money of the party.  

He was neither emotional nor prejudiced; as he knew that his ideas 
were paid heed to, he never attempted to interfere in the affairs of the 
party. The party members made plans. The other heads of the party 
ordered their followers for the execution of the same. Therefore, Kamble 
never had any workload. All the workload was on the rest of the party 
members. He never challenged himself. He never went in search of 
opportunities to better himself.  

Because of his position he was held responsible for the mistakes of the 
party. Being the face of the party he could not escape the wrongdoings of 
his party members. He was made the scapegoat. He did not possess the 
qualities of a leader. Therefore, people did not follow him, instead he 
followed them.  

He was indeed concerned about the problems that the Dalits faced but 
since he was just an acting leader he could not do anything for them. 
When there were riots in the slum and the villages, he could not direct his 
party members to stop them. His party members themselves were 
responsible for the death of the Dalits in the slum and also the villages. 
Therefore, the Dalit community in the slum and the villages looked at him 
with contempt.  

He could never work in the team. He never tried to develop contacts. 
He was a failure in making and maintaining the relationships. So he was 
trapped in a false bribery charge that was initiated by some members of 
the party. He was later arrested. Though he was released on bail, he was 
murdered by his own party members for want of a new leader and also 
gathered votes from the Dalit community on sympathy by fooling them 
that Kamble was murdered by the rival groups.  

Kamble never managed services as his works were done by the people 
of his party. He never had to look after the affairs of the party. He never 
got feedback for his actions since people did not care about him. He could 
not set directions nor create a vision. He was an utter failure in the name 
of a leader.  
5. Ranjana Kadam  -  
Ranjana demonstrated her personal qualities very well. Ranjana was very 
firm on her values. People trusted her for her values which they knew 
would never change under any circumstance. Her principles were rock 
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context, influencing subsequent generations of artistic expression in 
China. The aesthetic choices and thematic focuses that were 
popularized through these designs have echoed through decades, 
influencing public art, propaganda, and even commercial art practices. 
This enduring influence underscores the deep impact that politically 
driven art can have on the broader artistic landscape, shaping aesthetic 
norms and expectations well into the future.  

Reflecting on the insights garnered from the study of the currency 
designs of the Chinese Soviet Republic, several future directions for 
research within design history and political iconography become 
evident. These directions not only promise to expand our 
understanding of the complex interplay between art and politics but 
also aim to uncover broader cultural and historical implications of 
design in various political contexts. Firstly, future research could 
benefit from comparative studies that examine currency designs or 
other forms of political iconography across different political regimes. 
Such studies would provide insights into how different political 
systems utilize visual culture to reinforce authority, disseminate 
ideology, and foster national identity. Comparing regimes with 
differing ideologies, such as authoritarian versus democratic, could 
particularly illuminate how governmental structures influence artistic 
expressions and the dissemination of political messages. Additionally, 
as digital media continue to dominate visual culture, research could 
explore how the transition from physical to digital formats affects the 
creation and circulation of political iconography. This includes 
investigating the role of digital currencies, social media, and online 
platforms in shaping contemporary political narratives and how these 
platforms redefine interactions between art, politics, and the public. 
There is also a need for longitudinal studies that track changes in 
political iconography over time within a single nation to understand 
how shifts in political landscapes affect artistic expressions and 
national identity. Such studies could provide deeper insights into the 
dynamics of cultural resilience and transformation, especially in 
nations experiencing rapid political changes or cultural amalgamation. 
Furthermore, incorporating ethnographic methods to study how 
different populations perceive and interact with political iconography 
can yield nuanced understandings of the impact of design on public 
consciousness. This approach would consider factors such as age, 
education, and cultural background to determine how various groups 
interpret and engage with the symbols and motifs presented in political 
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Abstract:  The declining gap between education and economic growth in 
Nigeria needs urgent policy attention. This paper therefore examines 
educational levels-economic growth nexus in Nigeria by applying 
autoregressive distributed lag and Toda-Yamamoto causality test to time 
series data spanning 1981 to 2020. Augmented Dicky-Fuller, Phillips-Perron 
and Zivot-Andrews unit root tests indicate a mixture of I(0) and I(1) 
stationarity properties of data. Bounds test reveals cointegration between 
primary, secondary and tertiary education indices, and real gross domestic 
product (RGDP). Findings indicate positive impact of primary, secondary 
and tertiary education indices and education policy dummy (NEP) on RGDP 
with the tertiary education index being significant. Toda-Yamamoto causality 
test reveals that secondary and tertiary education indices and NEP cause 
RGDP without a feedback effect. Diagnostic tests justify reliability of the 
parameter estimates. Hence, the study recommends for educational reform in 
line with the actual needs of the global economy, increased educational 
funding and strict implementation, monitoring and periodic evaluation of 
education policies in Nigeria.  
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Introduction  
Human capital especially education is pivotal to long-term economic 
growth (Alfoul 2024); and earlier studies of Schultz (1961), Becker 
(1964), Mincer (1984), Romer (1986) and Lucas (1988) highlighted 
the importance of human capital in promoting innovation and driving 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth. The transformative 
capacity of education in fostering innovation and enhancing 
productivity has been widely recognised in both empirical and 
theoretical literature. Three channels through which education affects 
economic growth have been identified as increasing the collective 
ability of the labour force to complete existing tasks faster, facilitating 
the transfer of knowledge about new information, products and 
technologies created by others, and increasing creativity which spurs a 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W���Q�H�Z���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����and technologies (Ziberi et al. 
2022; Grant 2017; World Economic Forum 2016; Barro and Lee 
2013).  

The first motivation behind this study is the poor performance of 
the Nigerian economy in terms of real gross domestic product (RGDP) 
and its growth rate despite the large number of graduates and abundant 
natural resources. Mulhearn and Vane (1999) note that a stable and 
satisfactory rate of economic growth is one of the four main objectives 
of macroeconomic policy in every country. But over the years, the 
value of RGDP of Nigeria has been low, though with rising and falling 
trends; and the actual growth rate of RGDP has fallen below the 
targeted growth rate on most occasions as depicted by Figure 1. This 
�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �E�H�O�R�Z�� �L�W�V�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
which necessitates urgent policy intervention in order to improve 
RGDP of Nigeria.  
 

Figure 1. Trends of RGDP and RGDP growth rate (annual %) in Nigeria (1981-2020)  
Source: CBN Statistical Bulletin (2023) and World Development Indicators, WDI (2023)  
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The second motivation behind this study is empirical gap. Studies like 
�'�U�D�J�R�H�V�F�X�����������������I�R�U���5�R�P�D�Q�L�D�����'�X�G�]�H�Y�L�þ�L�Ì�W�¡���D�Q�G���â�L�P�H�O�\�W�¡�����������������I�R�U��
17 selected European Union countries, Singh, Sieng and Saukani 
(2018) for Malaysia and Adeniyi, Ajayi and Adedeji (2020) for 8 West 
African countries have examined education-growth nexus. On the 
whole, these studies established that the number of students enrolled 
into primary, secondary and higher education institutions, percentage 
of the population who have successfully completed tertiary education, 
average years of schooling and rate of return on education made 
significant positive impact on economic growth except Adeniyi et al. 
(2020) that found negative impact in a few countries.  

Marquez-Ramos and Mourelle (2019) investigated education-
growth nexus in Spain using STR model and time series data spanning 
1971-2013. Findings at country level indicate nonlinearites in the 
nexus between secondary and tertiary education levels with a positive 
effect on GDP growth but different patterns emerge for various 
regions. Odhiambo (2021) studied the causal relationship between 
education and economic growth in South Africa using ECM-based 
Granger causality and time series data covering the period of 1986-
2017. Findings reveal a unidirectional causality from RGDP per capita 
to total education expenditure and primary school enrolment; and a 
bidirectional causality between secondary school enrolment and RGDP 
per capita in the short run; and a unidirectional causal flow from 
secondary school enrolment to real GDP per capita in the long run. In 
view of the findings, the study concluded that the causal relationship 
between education and economic growth in South Africa depends on 
the variable used to proxy education; and that causality tends to change 
over time. Maneejuk and Yamaka (2021) examined both linear and 
nonlinear impacts of education on the economic growth in ASEAN-5 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�D�U���P�R�G�H�O���I�R�U���D�O�O���¿�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O���W�K�D�W��
average annual government education expenditure per student in the 
tertiary level, secondary and tertiary education enrolment rates 
impacted positively on GDP of all the countries whereas that of 
nonlinear model indicate that most of the education indicators are 
significant and positive. Applying instrumental variable two-stage least 
squares to time series data spanning 1997-2020, Ziberi et al. (2022) 
explored the link between education and economic growth in North 
Macedonia. Findings reveal that public expenditures on education 
significantly increased GDP growth rate when tertiary education 
enrolment is used as instrumental variables. Alfoul et al. (2024) 
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investigated the effect of education on economic growth using panel 
ARDL model and data from 18 sub-Saharan African countries 
spanning 2000-2020. Findings indicate that education proxy by 
secondary school enrolment made an insignificant negative impact on 
economic growth proxy by GDP growth rate in the long-run and a 
significant negative impact in the short-run.  

In Nigeria, Ayara (2002) who used standard growth-accounting 
model found that education proxy by secondary and tertiary school 
enrolments impacted negatively and insignificantly on GDP. Yusuf 
(2014), and Emediegwu and Ighodaro (2016) employed vector error 
correction model. Yusuf (2014) found that capital and recurrent 
expenditures on education and post-primary school enrolment made 
significant positive impact on GDP per capita. Emediegwu and 
Ighodaro (2016) found that budget allocation to education and primary 
education enrolment exerted significant positive impact on RGDP 
growth rate while that of post-primary education enrolment is 
insignificantly negative. Ayeni and Omobude (2018), and Onwunali et 
al. (2024) utilized ARDL technique while Jelilov et al. (2016), 
Aigbedion et al. (2017), and Ogunleye et al. (2017) employed OLS 
multiple regression. All of them found a positive relationship between 
GDP and education except Jelilov et al. (2016) and Ogunleye et al. 
(2017) that found an insignificant negative impact of primary school 
enrolment on RGDP and Aigbedion et al. (2017) who established a 
significant negative impact of education expenditure on RGDP. 
Omojimite (2010) and Omodero and Nwangwa (2020) used Granger 
causality technique. While Omojimite (2010) found a causal 
relationship between total and recurrent public expenditure on 
education and GDP; Omodero and Nwangwa (2020) found no 
causality. These studies focused on the impact of school enrolment, 
education expenditure and budget allocation to education on GDP but 
neglected the impact of other vital education indicators like 
educational attainments and changes in national education policy on 
RGDP. In order to fill these gaps and also capture the impact of each 
level of education on RGDP, the study built a primary education index, 
a secondary education index and a tertiary education index which 
contain access to education and educational attainment at each level of 
education respectively. The study also constructed a dummy variable 
to capture the impact of changes in national education policy on 
RGDP. This study simultaneously estimated the impact of education 
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levels on RGDP and investigated their direction of causality using 
autoregressive distributed lag approach and the Toda-Yamamoto 
causality test unlike previous studies. Specifically, the study 
investigated: 1. the impact of primary education index, secondary 
education index, tertiary education index and changes in national 
education policy on real gross domestic product in Nigeria; and 2. the 
direction of causality between primary education index, secondary 
education index, tertiary education index, changes in national 
education policy and real gross domestic product in Nigeria from 1981 
to 2020.  

The remainder of this paper is structured into section 2 materials 
and methods, section 3 results and discussions, and section 4 
conclusion, policy implications and recommendations.  
 

Materials and methods  
Theoretical framework 
The theoretical framework of this study is anchored on the endogenous 
growth theory. The theory maintains that the overall output of an 
economy at time t (Yt) is a function of total physical capital (Kt), total 
human capital (Ht) and total labour force (Lt). It assumes that the 
production function is of the form of a standard Cobb-Douglas 
function stated as:  

t t t tY AK L H�I �M �J�        (1) 
where Yt is output or RGDP; Kt is physical capital; L is the number of 
workers employed; Ht is total human capital; A is the technology 
parameter; t is the observation subscript denoting time; whereas �I , �M, 
and �J denote parameters to be estimated.  
Human capital, t t tH EA L�       (2) 
where EAt is the average educational attainments per worker. 
Substituting Eq. (2) into Eq. (1) gives:     

( )t t t t tY AK L EAL�I �M �J�         (3) 

t t t t tY AK L L EA�I �M �J �J�        (4) 

t t t tY AK L EA�I �Y �J�        (5)  

where = +�Y �M �J; hence, t t tL L L�M �J �Y� � �    
Taking natural logarithms, a linear transformation of equation gives: 
ln ln ln ln lnt t t t tY A K L EA�I �M �J �H� �� �� �� ��     (6)  
where ln � ���Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���O�R�J�D�U�L�W�K�P�����0�W���L�V���W�K�H���Z�K�Lte noise 
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error term. Eq. (6) is the basic model which enables this study to relate 
economic growth proxy by real gross domestic product (RGDP) to the 
different education variables. The extended model in Eq. (7) contains 
additional control variables which capture the peculiarities of the 
Nigerian economy. 
 
Model specification and data 
Following the endogenous growth model with slight modification, a 
linear model that captures objective one is specified in Eq.7 as:  

t 0 1 t 2 t 3 t 4 t 5 t

6 t 7 t

lnRGDP  =  + PEIND  + SEIND  + TEIND  + NEP  + EPC  

+ lnGFCF  + PGRt + (7)

�M �M �M �M �M �M

�M �M �H
 

where lnRGDP = the natural logarithm of real gross domestic product; 
PEIND = primary education index built with primary school enrolment 
and completion rates and years of schooling; SEIND = secondary 
education index built with secondary school enrolment and completion 
rates and years of schooling; TEIND = tertiary education index built 
with tertiary school enrolment rate and years of schooling; NEP = 
changes in national education policy, measured by a dummy variable 
of zero or one for the absence or presence of change in the national 
education policy in Nigeria respectively; EPC = electric power 
consumption in Nigeria, a proxy for technology; lnGFCF = natural 
logarithm of gross fixed capital formation, a proxy for physical capital, 
PGR = population growth rate, a proxy for labour force,t�His the white 

noise error term whereas t is a time subscript;0�M = constant while 

1 2 7, ,...�M �M �M, = coefficients of the variables. Based on theory, all the 

variables are expected to impact positively on RGDP. 
     This study employed annual time series data from 1981 to 2020 to 
investigate the impact of formal educational levels on economic 
growth in Nigeria. Note that RGDP and GFCF are in log form whereas 
other variables in rates and percentages were not logged. Table 1 
presents the summary of the variables, measurements and sources of 
the data used in the empirical analysis.  
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Table 1. Summary of the variables, measurement and data sources  
�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��compilation (2024)  

 

Variable Measurement Sources of data 
Real gross 
domestic 
product 
(RGDP) 

GDP at 2010 constant 
market prices (N�¶�%�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� 

CBN Statistical Bulletin 
(2023) 

Primary 
education 
index 
(PEIND) 

Primary school 
enrolment ratio (% 
gross), primary school 
completion rate and 
primary school years of 
schooling 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�¶�V�� �F�R�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
using PCA technique and 
data from National Bureau 
of Statistics, NBS (2023), 
and World Development 
Indicators, WDI (2023) 

Secondary 
education 
index 
(SEIND) 

Secondary school 
enrolment ratio (% 
gross), secondary school 
completion rate and years 
of schooling 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�¶�V�� �F�R�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
using PCA technique and 
data from NBS (2023), UIS 
(2023), and WDI (2023) 

Tertiary 
education 
index 
(TEIND) 

Tertiary school 
enrolment ratio (% gross) 
and tertiary school years 
of schooling 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�¶�V�� �F�R�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
using PCA technique and 
data from NBS (2023), UIS 
(2023), and WDI (2023) 

Changes in 
national 
education 
policy 
(NEP) 
 

Dummy variable 
constructed by the 
researcher. 1 for a year 
with changes in the NEP 
and 0 for a year without 
changes in the NEP 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W��
(2024) 

Electric 
power 
consumption 
(EPC) 

Electric power 
consumption (kwh per 
capita) 

WDI (2023) 

Gross fixed 
capital 
formation 
(GFCF) 

Gross fixed capital 
formation (N�¶�%�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� 

CBN Statistical Bulletin 
(2023) 

Population 
growth rate 
(PGR) 

Population growth rate 
(annual %) 

WDI (2023) 
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Estimation techniques and procedures  
This study employed the autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) 
technique developed by Pesaran, Shin and Smith (2001) in order to 
achieve objective one and the Toda-Yamamoto causality test 
developed by Toda and Yamamoto (1995) to achieve objective two. 
The choice of ARDL is because of its suitability for I(1), I(0), or a 
mixture of I(1) and I(0) stationary variables (Sulaiman and Abdul-
Rahim 2014; Sulaiman, et al. 2015); and a finite data sample size of 30 
to 80 observations in which Narayan (2004) developed the set of 
critical values. Further, ARDL has the capacity to estimate different 
lags as well as both short-run and long-run coefficients simultaneously 
(Chindo, Abdulrahim, Waziri, Huong, and Ahmad 2015; Durmaz and 
Jie 2024). The ARDL framework of Eq. (7) is compactly specified in 
Eq. (8) to capture short-run and long-run impacts of formal educational 
levels on RGDP and the error correction term (ECT) as follows:  

0 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1

6 1 7 1 8 1 1 2
1 0

3 4 5 6
0 0 0 0

ln ln

ln ln

t t t t t t

k k

t t t j t j j t j
j j

k k k k

j t j j t j j t j j t j
j j j j

RGDP RGDP PEIND SEIND TEIND NEP

EPC GFCF PGR RGDP PEIND

SEIND TEIND NEP EPC

�M �M �M �M �M �M

�G �M �M �T �T

�T �T �T �T

�� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� ��
�  �  

�� �� �� ��
� � � � 

�' � �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �' �� �' ��

�' �� �' �� �' �� �'

� ¦ � ¦

�¦ �¦ �¦ �¦ 7
0

8 9
0 0

ln

(8)

k

j t j
j

k k

j t j j t j
j j

GFCF

PGR ECT

�T

� T � T

��
� 

� � � �
�  �  

� � � '

�� �' �� �'

�¦

� ¦ � ¦

   

 
where the variables are as defined above, lnRGDPt-1 = lagged value of 
natural logarithm of RGDP, 0�M = constant whereas 1 2 8, ,...,�M �M �M = 

long-run coefficients, 1 2 9, ,...,�T �T �T = short-�U�X�Q�� �F�R�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�V���� �¨�� � ��
difference operator, k = optimal lag length, and ECT = error correction 
term. 
      To test for the exitence of cointegration between RGDP and the 
independent variables, the ARDL bound test approach to co-
integration test incorporating the NEP as dummy is used and the 
hypothesis is specified as: 
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8: 0H �I �I �I �I �I �I �I �I� � � � � � � � �  (no cointegration). 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8: 0H �I �I �I �I �I �I �I �I�z �z �z �z �z �z �z �z �z �z(cointegration exists). 

The test is conducted by testing the null hypothesis (0H ) against the 

alternative ( 1H ) using the F test which employs asymptotic critical 
value bounds which depend on whether the variables are I(0), I(1), or 
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mixed. The two sets of critical values generated are I(0) and I(1) 
known as the lower bound, and the upper bound respectively. The 
decision rule is to reject 0H  if the computed F statistic value is greater 
than the upper bound at 5% significance level and conclude that 
cointegration exists; but if the computed F statistic value is less than 
the lower bound, the null hypothesis of no cointegration is accepted. 
However, the test becomes inconclusive if the computed F-statistic 
falls between the lower and upper critical bounds. The existence of 
cointegration necessitates the estimation of both short-run and long-run 
coefficients as in this study. 
   The Toda-Yamamoto causality test proposed by Toda and 
Yamamoto (1995) and employed in Wolde-Rufael (2009) and 
Salahuddin and Gow (2019) was utilised to actualise objective two 
which is to investigate the direction of causality between RGDP and 
education variables. Shahbaz et al. (2013) notes that a better 
understanding towards policy implications of empirical findings is 
enhanced by tracing causal link among the variables. When variables 
are integrated of mixed order, the traditional Granger causality test 
(Granger 1969) becomes inappropriate (Salahuddin and Gow 2019). 
To obviate some of these anomalies, Toda and Yamamoto (1995, 
subsequently T-Y) based on augmented VAR modelling introduced a 
Wald test statistic that asymptotically has a Chi-�6�T�X�D�U�H�� �������� 
distribution irrespective of the order of integration and/or cointegration 
features of the variables. T-Y procedure is novel as pre-testing for 
cointegrating features is not required, hence, the potential bias 
associated with unit roots and cointegration tests is avoided, thus it can 
be applied irrespective of whether the variables are of I(0), I(1), I(2) or 
of a mixture of I(0), I(1), and I(2) (Rambaldi and Doran 1996; Zapata 
and Rambaldi 1997; Clark and Mirza 2006). Clark and Mirza (2006) 
note that pre-tests for unit roots and cointegration could suffer from 
size distortions which could lead to the use of inaccurate model for 
causality test. This study conducts the T-Y causality test because the 
variables in this study are of a mixture of I(0) and I(1). The key 
advantage of T-Y test is that it is not sensitive to the order of 
integration. T-Y utilized a modified Wald test (MWald) to restrict the 
parameters of the VAR (k) where k denotes the lag length aimed at 
artificially augmenting the correct order k by the maximal order of 
integration denoted dmax. Pittis (1999) opines that when this is done, a 
(K+dmax)th order of VAR is estimated and the coefficients of the last 
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lagged dmax vectors are ignored. The mathematical details of the test 
are not provided here to save space (please refer to Toda and 
Yamamoto, 1995 for such details). Employing the seemingly unrelated 
regression (SURE) framework, the T-Y causality test could be 
estimated using a VAR (4) model specified as follows:  
 

1 2 3

4 4 4
1 2 3

0 1 2 3
1 0 01 2 3

1 2 3

ln ln ln lnt t t t

t t t t

i i it t t t

t t t t

RGDP RGDP RGDP RGDP

PEIND PEIND PEIND PEIND
C C C C

SEIND SEIND SEIND SEIND

TEIND TEIND TEIND TEIND
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In Eq. (9) �&�����«�&���� �D�U�H�� �I�R�X�U�� ���� �E�\�� ���� �P�D�W�U�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�H�I�I�L�F�Lents with C0 
�E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���P�D�W�U�L�[���� ���W�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H���Q�R�L�V�H�� �H�U�U�R�U���W�H�U�P���Z�L�W�K���]�H�U�R��
mean and constant variance. We test the educational levels (PEIND, 
SEIND, TEIND) do not Granger cause lnRGDP. The null hypothesis is 
stated as: 0 : 0ijH C �  versus 1 : 0ijH C �z where Cij are the coefficients 

of the variables. 
 

Results and discussions  
Descriptive statistics  
Descriptive statistics is employed to reveal the behaviour of the 
variables of the model. Table 2 presents the summary of descriptive 
statistics. The proximity between the mean and median and the small 
values of the standard deviations of PEIND, SEIND, TEIND, NEP, 
and PGR indicate that their data cluster around their sample means 
which implies that they are not grossly affected by their extreme 
values. The large distance between the mean and median and the large 
values of the standard deviations of RGDP, EPC and GFCF is 
evidence that their data are highly dispersed from their sample means 
implying that they are grossly affected by their extreme values. All the 
variables are positively skewed except SEIND which exhibits a 
negative skewness. RGDP, SEIND, TEIND, EPC and PGR with 
kurtosis values less than 3 are platykurtic; PEIND with kurtosis value 
of 3 is mesokurtic whereas NEP and GFCF with kurtosis values greater 
than 3 are leptokurtic. RGDP, PEIND, SEIND, TEIND, EPC and PGR 
are normally distributed following their Jarque-Bera probability values 
that are greater than 0.05 while NEP and GFCF are not normally 
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distributed following their Jarque-Bera probability values that are less 
than 0.05.  
 

Correlation matrix  
Correlation matrix was conducted in order to determine the degree of 
association among the variables. Table 3 presents the correlation 
matrix. The correlation matrix in Table 3 reveals that all the 
independent variables are positively correlated with RGDP except 
PEIND and SEIND that are negatively correlated with RGDP. From 
the correlation coefficients, it can be inferred that there is no 
multicollinearity among the variables as none of the pairs of regressors 
has a coefficient greater than 0.61. Gujarati and Porter (2009) asserted 
that multicollinearity exists if the correlation coefficient between any 
pair of regressors exceeds 0.80. 

 
 

Table 2. Summary of descriptive statistics 
 

Variables Mean Median Maximum Minimum Std. Dev. 
RGDP 37243.45 26182.87 72094.09 16211.49 20015.68 
PEIND 0.415586 0.369535 1.000000 0.000000 0.245076 
SEIND 0.575539 0.547694 1.000000 0.000000 0.265914 
TEIND 0.412448 0.497147 1.000000 0.000000 0.369562 
NEP 0.125000 0.000000 1.000000 0.000000 0.334932 
EPC 105.8325 98.96437 154.1723 51.08055 27.61001 

GFCF 8598.236 8206.830 15789.67 5668.870 1987.939 
PGR 2.580769 2.582495 2.709830 2.488792 0.066333 

 
Table 2. Summary of descriptive statistics ���F�R�Q�W�¶d) 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024)  
 

Variables Jarque-
Bera 

Jarque-Bera 
Prob. 

Sum Sq. 
Dev. 

Observations 

RGDP 5.089529 0.078492 1.56E+10 40 
PEIND 4.699574 0.095389 2.342425 40 
SEIND 0.889919 0.640850 2.757701 40 
TEIND 4.567088 0.101922 5.326468 40 
NEP 50.74830 0.000000 4.375000 40 
EPC 2.484213 0.288775 29730.18 40 

GFCF 24.30300 0.000005 1.54E+08 40 
PGR 2.652550 0.265464 0.171603 40 
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Table 3. Correlation matrix 

 

Correlation RGDP  PEIND  SEIND  TEIND  
RGDP  1.000000    
PEIND  -0.342065 1.000000   
SEIND  -0.223998 -0.391511 1.000000  
TEIND  0.645187 -0.229742 -0.311776 1.000000 
NEP  0.006954 0.103444 -0.280148 0.033311 
EPC  0.648472 -0.337904 -0.331376 0.553771 
GFCF  0.400035 0.241225 -0.282528 0.340984 
PGR  0.495338 -0.084055 -0.606995 0.435255 

 
Table 3. Correlation matrix ���F�R�Q�W�¶�G�� 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024)  
  

Correlation NEP  EPC  GFCF  PGR  
     
     
     
     
NEP  1.000000    
EPC  -0.004530 1.000000   
GFCF  0.226472 0.153077 1.000000  
PGR  0.191637 0.537555 0.360816 1.000000 

 
 
Unit root tests  
Unit root test was conducted to determine the stationarity property of 
data utilised in the empirical analysis. Table 4 presents the augmented 
Dickey�±Fuller (ADF) and Phillips�±Perron (PP) unit root tests while 
Table 5 presents the Zivot-�$�Q�G�U�H�Z�¶�V�� �X�Q�L�W�� �U�R�R�W�� �W�H�V�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H��
structural break. The test was implemented with intercept and the 
maximum lag length of 9 was auto-selected on SIC basis for ADF test 
and Newey�±West Bandwidth employing the Bartlett�±Kernel procedure 
for PP test.  
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Table 4. Results of ADF and PP unit root tests of stationarity  

 

 
ADF Test 

 Variables t- statistic I(0) t- statistic I(1) Result 
RGDP -1.041159 -3.783083* I(1) 
PEIND -2.005030 -5.742917* I(1) 
SEIND -1.946392 -5.145058* I(1) 
TEIND -0.432778 -6.105773* I(1) 
NEP -7.555210* -3.937994* I(0) 
EPC -2.174719 -7.478639* I(1) 
GFCF -2.404291 -5.103451* I(1) 
PGR -5.125087* -3.058851** I(0) 

  

 
 Table 4. Results of ADF and PP unit root tests of stationarity ���F�R�Q�W�¶�G�� 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024)  
 

 
PP Test 

 Variables t- statistic I(0) t- statistic I(1) Result 
RGDP  0.451047 -3.783083* I(1) 
PEIND -2.222015 -5.742611* I(1) 
SEIND -1.946392 -5.091118* I(1) 
TEIND  -0.432778 -6.105173* I(1) 
NEP -7.574747* -20.70182* I(0) 
EPC -2.152015 -7.604205* I(1) 
GFCF  -3.610453** -5.613544* I(0) 
PGR -2.403062 -4.363696* I(1) 
Note: ***, **, * implies rejection of the null hypothesis at 10%, 5%, or 
1% significance level 
 
Table 4 which shows the ADF and PP results of the unit root test 
indicates that most of the variables are stationary at first difference, 
I(1) while few of the variables are stationary at levels, I(0).  The result 
of Zivot-Andrews unit root test with structural break presented in 
Table 5 shows that the break point (mid-point) years are at 2004, 1998, 
2004, 2013, 1998, 2004, 2001 and 2011 for RGDP, PEIND, SEIND, 
TEIND, NEP, EPC, GFCF and PGR respectively. These years are very 
significant as important policy changes affecting formal education as a 
major driver of RGDP in Nigeria were made. For example, the national 
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education policy in 2013 spelt out the prospects of early childhood care 
development, pre-primary, primary and junior secondary educations.  
 

Table 5: Zivot-Andrews breakpoint unit root test 
 

 
Level form I(0)  

  
 

t-Statistic          Break Date    Lag Result 
RGDP -2.916131 2004 4 Non-stationary 
PEIND -5.131726** 1998 4 I(0) with break 
SEIND -6.792704* 2004 4 I(0) with break 
TEIND -3.971896 2013 4 Non-stationary 
NEP -8.384042* 1998 4 I(0) with break 
EPC -4.460320 2004 4 Non-stationary 
GFCF  -6.387448* 2001 4 I(0) with break 
PGR -4.398053*** 2011 4 I(0) with break 

 
Table 5: Zivot-Andrews breakpoint unit root test ���F�R�Q�W�¶�G�� 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024) 
  

 
First difference form I(1)  

 
 

t-Statistic Break Date   Lag Result 
RGDP -4.988638*** 2000               4 I(1) with break 
PEIND -6.230660* 2012               4 I(0) with break 
SEIND -5.786328* 2005               4 I(0) with break 
TEIND -7.288573* 1991               4 I(1) with break 
NEP -6.290714* 2008               4 I(0) with break 
EPC -8.637637* 2002               4 I(1) with break 
GFCF -5.606443* 1994               4 I(0) with break 
PGR -2.446218* 2012               4 I(0) with break 
The break locations, i.e. intercept/trend and both are denoted by the 
midpoint indicating rejection of the null hypothesis at 10% (*); 5% 
(**) and 1% (***) levels of significance respectively, based on 
percentage points of the asymptotic distribution critical values in the 
Zivot and Andrew (1992) Table. 
 

The need and prospect of senior secondary education, technical and 
vocational education and training and mass and nomadic educations 
were also spelt out by the 2013 National Policy on Education. The 
need and prospect of senior secondary education, technical and 
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vocational education and training and mass and nomadic educations 
were spelt out by the 2013 national education policy. The Zivot-
Andrews break-point unit root results of I(1) and I(0) validates the 
ADF and PP results.  
 

Cointegration test  
Having confirmed the stationarity property of the variables, the study 
conducted cointegration test and the result presented in Table 6 
indicates existence of cointegration as the F-statistic value of 9.191170 
is greater than 3.28 upper bounds value at 5% significance level. The 
study therefore concludes that there is a long-run relationship between 
education variables and RGDP. This necessitates the estimation of 
both short-run and long-run coefficients of the model.  
 

Table 6. ARDL F-bounds test to cointegration 
�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024) 

 

Test statistic Value K 
F-statistic 9.191170 6 
Critical Value 
Bounds 

  

Significant I0 Bound I1 Bound 
10%   1.99 2.94 
5%   2.27 3.28 
2.5%   2.55 3.61 
1%   2.88 3.99 

 

The results were estimated under ARDL (1,1,0,1,0,0,1) using the 
Akaike information criterion (AIC) and maximum dependent lag 
length of one.  

From the short-run result presented in the upper part of Table 7, 
RGDP at lag 1 and PEIND at lag 1 made significant negative impact 
on RGDP while level PEIND, SEIND, TEIND, TEIND(-1) and NEP 
made positive impact on RGDP with TEIND(-1) being significant. 
Specifically, 1% increase in RGDP(-1) and PEIND(-1) reduced RGDP 
by 0.275102 unit and 0.115736 unit respectively whereas 1% increase 
in PEIND, SEIND, TEIND, TEIND(-1) and NEP increase RGDP by 
0.040971 unit, 0.013456 unit, 0.134351 unit, 0.301690 unit and 
0.014364 unit respectively. Interestingly, the control variables of EPC, 
GFCF, PGR and its lag 1 made positive impact on RGDP with PGR 
being significant. Precisely, 1% increase in EPC, GFCF, PGR and 
PGR(-1) promotes RGDP by 0.000869 unit, 0.058672 unit, 1.099777 
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unit and 0.160256 unit respectively. The coefficient of ECT which 
measures the speed of adjustment of RGDP towards long-run 
equilibrium shows that approximately 27.51% disequilibrium was 
corrected annually to ensure convergence at the long-run. 

  
Table 7: ARDL short-run and long-run estimates (Dependent variable: LNRGDP) 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024) 
 

 Short-run Result   
Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob. 
     
LNRGDP(-1) -0.275102 0.077828 -3.534735 0.0015 
D(PEIND) 0.040971 0.043550 0.940766 0.3552 
PEIND(-1) -0.115736 0.033260 -3.479704 0.0017 
SEIND 0.013456 0.036205 0.371670 0.7130 
D(TEIND) 0.134351 0.073879 1.818534 0.0801 
TEIND(-1) 0.301690 0.076779 3.929321 0.0005 
EPC 0.000869 0.000649 1.338804 0.1918 
LNGFCF 0.058672 0.065801 0.891659 0.3805 
D(PGR) 1.099777 0.336851 3.264880 0.0030 
PGR(-1) 0.160256 0.137210 1.167963 0.2530 
NEP 0.014364 0.017080 0.841007 0.4077 
ECT -0.275102 0.028589 -9.622501 0.0000 
 Long-run Result   
Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob. 
PEIND -0.420703 0.135144 -3.112989 0.0043 
SEIND 0.048914 0.125784 0.388877 0.7004 
TEIND 1.096647 0.142933 7.672456 0.0000 
EPC 0.003158 0.001887 1.673083 0.1059 
LNGFCF 0.213273 0.210183 1.014705 0.3193 
PGR 0.582534 0.501972 1.160490 0.2560 
C 6.434040 2.324961 2.767375 0.0101 
R2 = 0.710919; R-2 = 0.676910; F-statistic =1027.153; Prob(F- 
statistic) = 0.000000); Durbin-Watson stat. = 2.14 

 

About 71.09% variation in RGDP is jointly explained by the 
independent variables of the model as indicated by R-Squared while F-
statistic and its p-value reveals that the overall model is significant. 
Durbin-Watson statistic of 2.146187 indicates absence of serial 
correlation which is a desirable quality of an econometric model.  
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The long-run result in the middle part of Table 7 indicates that 
PEIND made significant negative impact on RGDP as 1% increase in 
PEIND reduced RGDP by 0.420703 unit. This finding contradicts 
theory. A plausible explanation may be that primary education level is 
not sufficient to equip the human capital with the requisite productive 
skills required for production and given the high rate of unemployment 
in Nigeria, the few jobs available are rationed among those with higher 
qualifications (Ahamba et al. 2020). SEIND, TEIND, EPC, GFCF and 
PGR impacted positively with TEIND being significant. 
Numerically,1% increase in SEIND, TEIND, EPC, GFCF and PGR 
increased RGDP by 0.048914 unit, 1.096647unit, 0.003158 unit, 
0.213273 unit and 0.582534 unit respectively. Sadly, the NEP has no 
long-run impact on RGDP. This implies that the impact of the changes 
in national education policy is not sustainable. This necessitates an 
urgent need for further revision of the NEP.  
 

Toda-Yamamoto causality test result  
Result of Toda-Yamamoto causality test conducted to determine the 
direction of causality between educational levels and RGDP is 
presented in Table 8.  
 

Table 8. Toda-Yamamoto causality (modified WALD) test results 
�6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024) 

  

 Chi-�6�T�X�D�U�H������2) Prob. Conclusion 
�¨�3�(�,�1�'�:���¨�/�1�5�*�'�3 
�¨�/�1�5�*�'�3���:���¨�3�(�,�1�' 

2.064263 
2.609072 

0.3562 
0.2713 

Do not reject 
Do not reject 

�¨�6�(�,�1�'���:���¨�/�1�5�*�'�3 
�¨�/�1�5�*�'�3���:���¨�6�(�,�1�' 

17.86809 
4.814484 

0.0001 
0.0901 

Reject 
Do not reject 

�¨�7�(�,�1�'���:���¨�/�1�5�*�'�3 
�¨�/�1�5�*�'�3���:���¨�7EIND 

9.278873 
0.448831 

0.0097 
0.7990 

Reject 
Do not reject 

�¨�1�(�3���:���¨�/�1�5�*�'�3 
�¨�/�1�5�*�'�3���:���J�¨�1�3�( 

8.459508 
0.030710 

0.0146 
0.9848 

Reject 
Do not reject 

 

The T-Y causality test in Table 8 indicates no causality between 
PEIND and RGDP. Interestingly, SEIND, TEIND and NEP cause 
RGDP without a feedback effect. This implies that secondary and 
tertiary education indices as well as national education policy Granger-
cause economic growth in Nigeria within the reviewing period because 
their Chi-square statistics are significant at 5% as indicated by their 
probability values.  
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Diagnostic tests  
The diagnostic tests are performed to ascertain the reliability of the 
estimates for forecasting and policy formulation and the results are 
presented in Table 9.  

 
Table 9: Diagnostic tests 

 �6�R�X�U�F�H�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶��computation (2024) 
 

Battery of Tests Results 
B-G Serial Lagrange Multiplier 
(Correlation)  

0.115211(0.8916) 

B-P-G Heteroskedasticity  1.307920(0.2729) 
Ramsy Reset 1.163728(0.2906) 
J-B Normality  0.430684(0.806266) 

 

From the residual diagnostic tests of model adequacy reported in Table 
9, the probability values in parentheses are greater than 0.05 implying 
absence of serial correlation, heteroskedasticity and specification error; 
and non-violation of normality assumption, hence the obtained results 
are reliable. The parameter stability of the estimated function is 
confirmed by the CUSUM and CUSUM of Squares displayed in 
Figure 2 as the lines appear within the acceptable region.  
 

Figure 2. CUSUM and CUSUM of squares graphs 
Source�����$�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶���F�R�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���X�V�L�Q�J���(�Y�L�H�Z�V  
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This implies that the model of this study is stable within the 5% level 
of significance. Hence, the estimates are appropriate for prediction and 
policy formulation.  
 

Conclusion: Policy implications and recommendations  
This study investigated the nexus between educational levels and 
economic growth in Nigeria from 1981 to 2020 by applying ARDL 
and Toda-Yamamoto causality approaches to annual time series data. 
Results indicate that: primary education index made insignificant 
positive impact on lnRGDP in the short-run but its impact at lag 1 and 
in the long-run is significantly negative; secondary and tertiary 
education indices made positive impact on lnRGDP with the latter 
being significant in both short-run and long-run; changes in national 
education policy made insignificant positive impact on lnRGDP. 
Causality test reveals a unidirectional causality flowing from SEIND, 
TEIND and NEP to ln RGDP. The study concludes that secondary and 
tertiary educational levels as well as national education policy are 
strong drivers of economic growth in Nigeria within the period under 
review.  

In the light of the findings, the study recommends as follows: 1. 
Educational programmes in Nigeria should be reformed in line with 
the actual needs of the global economy in terms of skills, knowledge 
and technology and the country should pay more attention to education 
quality. 2. Government should increase education funding to improve 
teaching and learning facilities at all levels of formal education. In fact, 
government should initiate and implement policies that promote 
student academic needs �± well equipped libraries, laboratories, 
technology and engineering workshops, provision of active internet 
facilities and institutional subscription for high impact journals and 
other online study materials, agricultural demonstration centres and 
agricultural farms; and students should be exposed to practical 
entrepreneurial apprenticeship experience while in secondary and 
tertiary institutions. Further, there is need to motivate the manpower 
(teaching and non-teaching) staff across all levels of education in 
Nigeria. Staff development should be taken seriously; adequate 
remuneration and improved welfare packages should be implemented 
so as to encourage teachers, lecturers, researchers, curriculum 
developers and education administrative workers. This will reduce the 
high incidence of brain drain and attract foreign expatriates into the 
education sector. 3. Education policies should be strictly implemented, 
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adequately monitored and evaluated periodically by formal education 
experts to identify areas of strength and weakness and should be 
revised accordingly to improve its efficacy.  
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The environmental awareness in consumer behaviour has led to 
societal change, where people are embracing environment friendly 
practices and making greener purchase. This shift is particularly 
evident within green consumerism which organizes consumers based 
on the ecological impact of products and services (Maurer and Bogner 
2020; Nekmahmud and Fekete-Farkas 2020). Environmental issues 
remain prevalent due to several factors, including updated information, 
policies and social media groups (Kautish et al. 2020; Shafique et al., 
2020). Thus, consumers are increasingly aware of the impact of their 
activities on the environment and are seeking ways to minimize it. This 
awareness has significantly influenced consumer behaviour, encourage 
them to buy green products. The growing emphasis on environmental 
protection in the global economy has also shifted consumer awareness 
toward green consumerism (Ogiemwonyi and Jan 2023). This research 
focuses on green consumer behaviour in Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, 
chosen for their diverse cultures, economies, and physical 
environments. The study aims to examine the impact of green 
consumer behaviour, with a focus on environmental awareness and 
knowledge, identifying factors that contribute to the in-crease in green 
consumers in those regions.  

The learning theory of consumer behaviour provides a solid 
theoretical foundation for examining how consumers learn and modify 
their consumption habits over time (Yildirim 2022). The theory 
suggests that consumers are influenced by various stimuli, which 
initiate learning process that shapes their purchasing behaviour (Hojnik 
et al. 2020). From this perspective, environmental consciousness and 
literacy are two essential requirements that raise consumer awareness 
of environmental issues, shaping their sentiment and behaviour toward 
green products (Zhang et al. 2024). Applying green consumer 
behaviour is also aligned with a more extensive context represented by 
the seventeenth Sustainable Development Goal Responsible 
Consumption and Production. Promoting environmental awareness and 
knowledge enhancing consumer attention, and increasing the perceived 
value of environment friendly products can encourage more 
responsible behaviour (Chang et al. 2021). This shift can help in 
decomposing the ecological impact, encourage sustainable resource 
utilization, and thus help attain the SDGs.  

That is the extent to which people are aware of a particular issue 
concerning the environment and the impacts of the activities they 
undertake within the environment. It involves the understanding of the 
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environment in the broadest sense and the acceptance of the need for 
sustainable solutions in the environmental context. Environmental 
knowledge on the other hand can be defined as the awareness of other 
miscellaneous and specific concepts regarding the environment 
together with details of issues and solutions to environmental issues 
(Gunawan et al. 2024). It has some facts and the knowledge that is 
used within applying it on enhancements on such decision-making in 
other to get better results regarding the state of the environment 
(Hojnik et al. 2020). Green consumer behaviour refers to the decision 
process that involves consciously selecting goods and services based 
on the effects they have on the environment (Manolis and Manoli 
2021). This behaviour could thus be attributed to a higher level of 
concern for the environment and the need to ensure environmental 
order. In this study, green purchase intention is used as a motivational 
variable between awareness/knowledge and purchasing behaviour 
(Maurer and Bogner 2020). It reflects the concern of the consumer 
towards the purchase of green products through awareness of the 
environment and information (Anwar and El-Bassiouny 2020). 
Environmental awareness serves as one of the major determinants of 
consumer behaviour, especially in green consumer behaviour.  

The study is underpinned by the learning theory of consumer 
behaviour which is a comprehensive model that enables researchers to 
explain how the consumers change their consumption pattern over time 
(Yildirim et al. 2024). The theory proposed that a learning process is 
impacted by several stimuli that in turn influence the consumer 
behaviour (Hojnik et al. 2020; Zaheer et al. 2023). Using this theory, 
the study focuses on the research question on environmental 
awareness, knowledge, and consumer behavior towards buying green 
products (Kalyar and Rafi 2013; Kalyar et al. 2019). This theoretical 
lens assists in understanding how awareness and knowledge play out 
their roles in the process towards the generation of green purchase 
intentions and actual consumer behaviour.  

The purpose of this research study is to analyse and compare the 
factors that influence green consumer behaviour toward SDGs in Saudi 
Arabia and Pakistan regarding learning theory frameworks. 
Consequently, the primary aim of this study is to assess and compare 
�6�D�X�G�L�� �$�U�D�E�L�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q�L�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
knowledge regarding the environment and his/her green purchasing 
preferences and behaviour. The rationale for this research arises from 
the observing cultural, economic and environmental disparities 
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between the two countries. Therefore, the study seeks to contribute to 
this strand of literature to advance understanding of how differences in 
awareness and knowledge affect green intentions and behaviour in 
different contexts. In addition, the study is in synchronized with 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 12 relative to Responsible 
Consumption and Production (Chang et al. 2021; Shiel et al. 2020). It 
is placed to improve knowledge of how increasing the awareness of the 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �O�H�D�G�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H��
behaviour for achieving sustainability (Anwar & El-Bassiouny 2020; 
Chang et al. 2021).  
 

Literature review and development of hypotheses  
Environmental awareness and green consumer behaviour  
Environmental awareness means an understanding of the physical 
environment and accepting the consequences of human behaviour on 
it. It includes a keen understanding and respect for the environment 
and the prompt need to conserve it. Environmental awareness and the 
adoption of sustainable consumption patterns are vital pillars in the 
accomplishment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 
especially environmental ones. Environmental awareness on the other 
hand involves acknowledging the fact that protection of the 
environment is necessary and assessing the effects that societal 
activities have on nature (Bashirun and Noranee 2020). According to 
Severo et al. (2021), attitude refers to cognitive information in terms of 
environmental matters including cli-mate change, pollution, and loss of 
species, which foster pro-environmental behaviour. However, there is a 
type of awareness that is effective, a form of emotional connection to 
environmental issues that can compel people to do something about it 
(Yamane and Kaneko, 2021). Education-Action programs that 
advocate thinking and action are more effective in fostering the 
behavioural comprehension of knowledge making it turn into practical 
action toward environmental conservation (Raza and Khan 2022). 
Green consumer behaviour is defined as those actions that involve 
using money to purchase goods and services in a way that would not 
harm the environment (Siyal et al. 2021). The favourable attitudes 
toward the environment mean more favourable actions toward the 
environment, and causational beliefs or perceived consumer 
effectiveness significantly affect consumer behaviour (Alagarsamy, 
Mehrolia and Mathew 2021). Peer pressure also remains relevant; 
marketers who seek to target consumers with messages regarding 
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green products, impact social approval standards for the same (Voola 
et al. 2022). However, some of the perceived barriers include; 
perceived higher costs, availability, and inconvenience all of which can 
limit green consumer behaviours, thus the need to solve such 
challenges when encouraging green consumption. Regarding 
environmental awareness and green consumer behaviour, the following 
are the SDGs that are highly connected: SDG 12 �± Responsible 
Consumption and Production SDG 13 �± Climate Action SDG 15 �± Life 
on Land SDG 14 �± Life below Water (Amoako et al. 2020). These 
ideas are incorporated into literature in frameworks such as the Theory 
of Planned Behaviour as well as the Value-Belief-Norm Theory to 
forecast and explain environmentally sensitive behaviour. There is a 
sense in which the endeavour to promote sustainable consumption 
patterns can contribute to achieving sweeping sustainability objectives 
and creating a healthier world for future generations.  

H1: Environmental awareness is positively related to green 
consumer behaviour for SDGs  
 

Environmental knowledge and green consumer behaviour  
Environmental knowledge refers to the understanding of 
environmental issues, including the causes and consequences of 
environmental problems, as well as the role of individual actions in 
mitigating these issues. It encompasses both factual knowledge about 
environmental issues and the ability to apply this knowledge in 
everyday life (Prieto-Sandoval et al. 2022). The researchers (Yamane 
& Kaneko, 2021) have proved that there is a strong positive 
relationship between environ-mental awareness and its impacts on 
customer behaviour. For instance, in a research (Amoako et al. 2020) it 
is found that consumers who depicted a higher level of E-scheme 
knowledge will engage in environmentally friendly behaviours like 
energy conservation and recycling. This is the case because 
environmental knowledge gives consumers the relevant information 
that they require to come up with proper consumption patterns (Khan 
et al. 2023).  

Educational programs and awareness campaigns, media coverage 
and social influence, and personal experience and feedback received 
from others have been cited as essential determinants in environmental 
knowledge (Zameer and Yasmeen 2022). Awareness creation through 
educational programs and corresponding consumer awareness 
campaigns can improve environmental knowledge (Ling et al., 2024). 
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It also plays an important role in increasing environmental concern and 
awareness since consumers are constantly exposed to such issues 
through the media and social networks (Maurer and Bogner 2020). 
Consumer knowledge is also influenced by personal observations and 
in-formation received from other sources, as people transform their 
knowledge and that of others to create their own knowledge (Shiel et 
al. 2020). Consequently, environmental knowledge is a critical element 
that forms consumer behaviour, especially in the green consumerism 
realm (Lavuri 2022). Through presenting the relevant information to 
make in-formed decisions, knowledge of the environment can affect 
the perception of attitude, subjective norms, and perceived behavioural 
control (Essiz et al. 2023). This means that issues such as education, 
media, and first-hand experiences affect the level of understanding of 
the environment. This study can help in formulating interventions 
aimed at encouraging individuals to increase their level of knowledge 
on the environment to create an effective environment for encouraging 
sustainable consumption practices and environmental sustainability.  

H2: Environmental knowledge is positively related to green 
consumer behaviour for SDGs  
 

Environmental awareness and green purchase intentions  
The green purchase intentions can be defined as the consumers�¶��
readiness or tendency to buy products that are green or that have some 
�I�R�U�P���R�I���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����1�L�N�R�O�L�ü���H�W��
al. 2022). The products include characteristics like recyclability, 
biodegradability, the use of sustainable or Organic material and so on 
which restrict the negativity on the environment. Green purchase 
�L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�I�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�¶�V�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�D�O�� �L�Q�F�O�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H��
decisions to purchase goods and services that are labelled as 
environment-friendly based on their knowledge, self-attitude, the 
influence from other people, and perceptions or impacts on the 
environment with their consumer decisions. Environmental awareness 
is the concern of the state of the environment or the sensitivity towards 
the environment and the impact of human activities on the biosphere. 
This learning entails components of climate change, pollution and 
eradications of bio-diversity amongst others as it creates disposition 
and perception on sustainability (Dinu et al. 2020). Studies (e.g. 
Aldieri et al. 2022) have found that enhancing the environmental 
�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�� �E�U�L�Q�J�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G�Q�H�V�V�� �I�R�U�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q-
mentally friendly consumer participation toward decisions because of 
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the positive perception of environmental products and the belief that 
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶��actions contribute to environmental enhancement.  

H3: Environmental awareness is positively related to green 
purchase intentions  
 

Environmental knowledge and green purchase intentions  
Green purchase intentions and environmental knowledge show a 
significant relationship since environmental knowledge impacts green 
purchase intentions (Maciejewski and Lesznik 2022). Environmental 
literacy means being familiar with the environmental conditions and 
the effects of an individual and his actions toward the environment. 
The researchers (Voola et al. 2022) found that there is a positive 
relationship between environmental knowledge and green purchase 
intention because when consumers are aware more of the environment 
they will be sensitive regarding their purchases to the environment. 
This knowledge ensures consumers are aware of the ad-vantages of 
consuming green products in that they decrease pollution and preserve 
re-sources, thus increasing their incentive to buy such products. 
Secondly, environmental knowledge forms attitudes and beliefs that 
are reported to highly influence green purchase intentions. For 
instance, when people are conscious of the consequences of polluting 
the environment with plastics, then they will be forced to use products 
that are reusable or biodegradable (Kerber et al. 2023). Studies 
indicated that environmental knowledge enhances the perceived 
consumer effectiveness, which in simple terms means that it makes the 
consumers feel capable enough to make the right green choices. 
However, it is seen that environmental knowledge is not sufficient to 
stimulate green purchase intentions; that is, other factors such as social 
pressure, personal orientation, and self-perceived factors such as 
higher prices or unavailability also contribute significantly (Lavuri 
2022). As such, to improve the levels of green purchase intentions, 
different strategies have to be adopted, they are the level of 
environmental knowledge, perceived barriers, and social influence. By 
raising awareness and knowledge of the existing environmental 
problems, consumers will be more likely to make the right decisions in 
their choice of products and foster the concept of individual 
responsibility for the environmental situation and thus stimulate the 
demand for green products on the market, which will positively affect 
the changes in business and the transition to a more sustainable 
economy (Siyal et al. 2021). Education and awareness intervention in 
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addition to the barriers to green consumption can lead to the 
development of sustainable habits consistent with general 
environmental conservation sustainable development (Dinu et al. 
2020).  

H4: Environmental knowledge is positively related to green 
purchase intentions  
 

Green purchase intentions and green consumer behaviour  
Intention to buy green products has a positive relationship with the 
consumer in the context of SDGs (Nekmahmud and Fekete-Farkas 
2020). The research (Mohiuddin et al. 2018) indicated that green 
consumer behaviour relates well with the strong purchase intentions of 
green products and sustainably supported brands. From the perspective 
of the client, such a shift in the consumption pattern minimizes the 
negative effects on the environment while encouraging the business 
organizations to support sustainable development goals, particularly in 
the area of responsible consumption and production as espoused in 
SDG 12 (Yildirim 2022). the research (Zaheer et al. 2023) indicates 
�W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�¶�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H��
�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V�¶�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�� �D�Q�G in the process, support 
environmental and societal gains. The positive relationship established 
here therefore calls for further encouragement of green purchase 
intention as a way of enhancing sustainable consumer behaviour as 
espoused by the sustainable development goals (Nguyen & Le 2020).  

H5: Green purchase intentions positively related to consumer 
behaviour for SDGs  
 

Mediating role of green purchase intentions  
Green purchase intention is therefore a bridge between attitude and 
actual pro-environmental behaviour; it can hence facilitate the 
achievement of the SDGs (Ogiemwonyi and Jan 2023). Environmental 
concern therefore entails appreciating the effects of the environment 
and factors such as pollutants, global warming, and deforestation 
among others (Yildirim et al. 2024). Another hypothesis is that higher 
levels of environmental perception lead to higher levels of green 
purchase intentions among consumers; it means that consumers are 
more likely to buy eco-friendly products (Hung and Chang 2024). 
These intentions can help establish the connection be-tween the 
recognition of the problems and the chances of a transformation in the 
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U��  
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Earlier studies were conducted in this context as it emerges from the 
interaction of environmental awareness and the intention to buy green 
products (Chang et al. 2021). This intention was considered to impact 
�W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q���� �D�Q�G���� �W�K�H�U�H-fore, their actual 
behaviours, regarding purchasing products that align with the 
objectives of the SDGs, especially those that are associated with the 
ideas of sustainable consumption and the protection of the 
environment. However, the extent of conformity and usage which is 
contingent on this mediation is a function of other variables such as; 
culture, perceived relevance of the values, and potential barriers to use 
like cost and ease (Malarvizhi et al. 2022).  

These boundaries can be overcome through the encouragement of 
education, policy, and strategic marketing efforts to support the theory 
regarding green purchase intention to reinforce the mediating factor 
regarding GA preferring tangible and environmentally friendly actions 
for sustainable development (Mohiuddin et al. 2018). Overall, green 
purchase intention as a mediator between environmental awareness 
and actual buyer behaviours that are indicative of the desired change in 
consumer habits and line with the SDGs is an effective concept (Zhang 
et al., 2024).  

H6: Green purchase intentions positively mediate environmental 
awareness and consumer behaviour for SDGs  

�7�K�H�� �µ�J�U�H�H�Q�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�¶�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D�W�R�U��
between environmental knowledge and the actualized sustainable 
consumer behaviour benefiting the three pillars of SDGs. 
Environmental attitude increases the understanding of problems like 
pollution and global warming, thus increasing the green purchase 
�D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� �W�R��
the environment. These intentions serve as somewhat of a middleman 
between awareness and behavioural change, motivating the consumer 
to be environmentally friendly (Voola et al. 2022). Several studies 
�K�D�Y�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶��
awareness of the environment is raised, they are more willing to 
purchase environmentally friendly products thus altering their 
behaviour in ways that are necessary for the achievement of the SDGs 
including responsible consumption as well as action towards climate 
change (Comrey and Lee 2013; Hung and Chang 2024; Kharbanda et 
al. 2023). However, the usefulness of this mediation can be influenced 
�E�\�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �X�V�H�U�¶�V�� �E�H�O�L�H�I�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �L�V�V�X�H����
and perceived impediments to change such as costs and ease of the 
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process (Bashirun and Noranee 2020). By eradicating them through 
education, po�O�L�F�\���� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���� �D�� �I�L�U�P�¶�V�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V��
will be enhanced.  

H7: Green purchase intentions positively mediate environmental 
knowledge and consumer behaviour for SDGs  
 

Moderating role of perceived value  
Perceived value for green products inv�R�O�Y�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�¶�V���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q��
of the amount and quality of the benefits and utilities of the green 
products relative to the benefits and utilities of the total costs (Amoako 
et al. 2020). These aspects include; the environmental cost of green 
products and the costs of products themselves, their quality and 
effectiveness, their perceived health benefits, and the long-term costs 
of these products (Zameer and Yasmeen 2022).  

�*�U�H�H�Q�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H��
towards the purchase of green products while green consumer 
behaviour covers the purchase and usage of green products (Synodinos 
et al. 2023). Since these consumers expect high value in green 
products, their green purchase intentions are likely to be translated into 
green consumption. Such aspects of perceived value include 
environmental concerns, product characteristics, cost, and perceived 
satisfaction with green products (Siyal et al. 2021). For instance, if the 
consumers only learn that the buying of sustainable goods is good for 
the natural environment, these consumers will be willing to translate 
the good intentions into action and thus help achieve the SDGs like 
SDG 12 on Consumption and Production, SDG 13 on Climate Change, 
and SDG 15 on Life on Land. On the other hand, when the perceived 
value of green products is low, the consumers with HI-GP may not act 
as green consumers because they perceive green products to be 
expensive, low in quality, or inconvenient. Some of the ways to 
enhance the perceived value of green products include; arranging 
aware-ness programs, ensuring high green product quality and 
performance (Rafi et al. 2022), providing subsidies and discounts for 
green products, and the use of proper marketing communication to 
promote aspects that support the green product value. Therefore, the 
perceived value for green products affects the relationship between 
green purchase intention and green consumer behaviour for the 
realization of the SDG goals.  

H8: Perceived Value for green products moderates the relationship 
between green purchase intentions and consumer behaviour for SDGs  
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Figure 1. Illustrating hypothesized model  
 

  
 

Methodology 
This research employed a quantitative research strategy to analyse the 
correlation between environmental knowledge, awareness of the 
environment, green purchasing behaviours intentions, consumer 
involvement, perceived value of green products, and green consumer 
behaviour. Environmental knowledge and environmental awareness 
were the two independent variables, green purchase intention was the 
mediator, while the perceived value for green products served as the 
moderator and the green consumer behaviour for achieving SDGs was 
the dependent variable.  

The population of Saudi Arabian and Pakistan consumers was used 
and data were gathered systematically by using a stratified random 
sampling technique to capture equal representation from each country. 
The target population included men and women aged 18 years and 
above from both countries. Data were collected from the participants 
using an online survey.  

The questionnaire was divided into two sections: sample 
demographics and the constructs that captured the study variables. In 
the demographics section, respondents were asked questions regarding 
their country, gender, age, level of education, and occupation. The 
constructs section measured the following variables: Environmental 
knowledge (IV), determined using the Scale developed by Mohiuddin 
et al. (2018) with slight amendments. This variable consisted of five 
items. Environmental awareness, also an independent variable was 
measured by adopting a scale, initially devised by Mohiuddin et al. 
(2018) but with slight alterations made to some of the questions. Green 
purchase intentions as the mediating variable was measured with the 
scale developed by (Nguyen and Le 2020) with slight tailoring to fit 
with research objectives. Perceived value for green products 
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(Moderator), was measured by the adapting the scale developed by 
(Nguyen and Le 2020). This variable involved the following five 
items. Green consumer behaviour for SDG (dependent variable) was 
constructed upon a scale proposed by (Kamalanon et al. 2022) with 
slight modifications. This variable comprised four items. All 
statements used a 5-�S�R�L�Q�W���/�L�N�H�U�W���V�F�D�O�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���µ�V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�¶������) 
�D�Q�G���µ�V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���D�J�U�H�H�¶����������  

To perform data analysis, structural equation modelling (SEM) was 
used to examine the hypothesized relationships between the variables. 
The analysis included the following steps: Frequency Analysis 
provided details of the demographic profile of the participants. Internal 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�\���Z�D�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���&�U�R�Q�E�D�F�K�¶�V���$�O�S�K�D���F�R�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
validity of the measurement scales was checked using confirmatory 
factor analysis (CFA).  
 

Case-1: Data analysis (for Saudi Arabian respondents)  
The first case study sample consisted of 500 participants from Saudi 
Arabia with a gender distribution of 67.8% male, 22% female, and 
10% preferring not to disclose their gender. Age distribution, 51.6% 
were aged 26-39 years, 29% were 18-25 years, 4.6% were 40-49 years, 
1.8% were 50-59 years, and 13% were over 60 years. Regarding 
education, 17% had a higher secondary level education, 53.8% had a 
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���������������K�D�G���D���S�R�V�W-graduate degree, 1.8% possessed a 
professional degree, and 19.8% had other educational qualifications. 
Occupationally, 29.2% were private sector employees, 26.2% were 
business owners, 13.4% were public sector employees, 12.8% were 
students, and 18.4% fell into other categories. The relationships 
between environmental awareness (EAW), environmental knowledge 
(EK), green purchase intentions (GPI), and green consumer behaviour 
for Sustainable Development Goals (GCB), while also considering the 
moderating role of perceived value for green products (GPV). The 
hypotheses tested in this study included both direct and indirect 
relationships, as well as moderating effects.  
 

Table 1. Correlations coefficients for study constructs  
 

 Constructs 1 2 3 4 

1 Environmental Awareness     

2 Environmental Knowledge 0.381***    

3 Green Purchase Intentions 0.539 *** 0.621***   
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4 Green Consumer Behavior 0.701*** 0.482*** 0.591***  

5 Green Product Value 0.174*** 0.104*** 0.308*** 0.305*** 

 *** Significant at p<0.001 

 

The correlation matrix highlighted strong positive relationships among 
the variables studied. Environmental awareness (EAW) correlated 
significantly with green consumer behaviour (GCB) at 0.701 and green 
purchase intentions (GPI) at 0.539, indicating that higher awareness 
led to more sustainable consumer actions. Environmental knowledge 
(EK) also showed positive correlations with GCB (0.482) and GPI 
(0.621), emphasizing its role in influencing green behaviours.  

As Table 2 describes the path coefficient for the relationship 
between EAW and GCB is 0.038 (p<0.000), indicating a significant 
positive relationship. This confirms H1, suggesting environmental 
awareness was positively related to green consumer behaviour for 
SDGs. The path coefficient for EK and GCB is 0.473 (p<0.000), 
indicating a significant positive relationship. This supported H2, 
demonstrating that environmental knowledge contributed to green 
consumer behaviour. With a path coefficient of 0.761 (p<0.000), EAW 
significantly influenced GPI, strongly supporting H3. This finding 
highlighted that individuals with higher environmental awareness were 
more likely to have intentions to purchase green products. The path 
coefficient for EK and GPI was 0.146 (P<0.000), indicating a 
significant positive relationship. This confirmed H4, suggesting that 
environmental knowledge enhanced green purchase intentions. The 
relationship between GPI and GCB was confirmed with a path 
coefficient of 0.367 (P< 0.000), supporting H5. This demonstrated that 
stronger green purchase intentions led to increased green consumer 
behaviour.  
 

Table 2. Path Coefficients for hypothesized relationships  
 

Constructs Relationships Coefficient P-values 

EAW�:���*�&�% 
�(�$�:���:���*�3�, 

0.038 

0.761 
0.000 

0.000 
�(�.���:���*�&�% 0.473 0.000 

�(�.���:���*�3�, 0.146 0.000 

�*�3�,���:���*�&�% 0.367 0.000 

�*�3�9���[���*�3�,���:���*�&�% 0.119 0.000 
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Table 3 explains the total indirect effect of EAW on the GCB via GPI 
is 0.280 (p<0.000. These findings confirmed H6, indicating that GPI 
significantly mediated the relationship between EAW and GCB. While 
the EK on GCB via GPI had significant path coefficient 0.054 the 
results supported H7, showing that GPI significantly mediated the 
relationship between EK and GCB.  
 

Table 3. Total indirect effects  
 

Constructs Relationships Coefficient P-values 

EAW �:�*�3�,�:���*�&�% 0.280 0.000 

�(�.���:�*�3�,���:���*�&�% 0.054 0.000 

 
 

The interaction term (GPV x GPI) had a path coefficient of 0.119 (p < 
0.000), indicating a significant moderating effect as described in Table 
1. This supported H8, suggesting that the perceived value of green 
products enhanced the positive impact of green purchase intentions on 
green consumer behavior.  
 

Figure 2. Illustrating the graphical representation of path coefficients for Saudi Arabia  
 

 
 
 

Case-II: Data analysis (for Pakistani respondents)  
The second case study sample involved 500 participants from Pakistan 
with a gender distribution of 75% male, 16.6% female, and 8.4% 
preferring not to disclose their gender. Age-wise, 16.2% were aged 18-
25 years, 32.7% were26-39 years, 12.2% were 40-49 years, 32% were 
50-59 years, and 6.8% were over 60 years. In terms of education, 
�������������K�D�G���D���K�L�J�K�H�U���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\���O�H�Y�H�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����������������K�D�G���D���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V��
degree, 14.2% have a post-graduate degree, 29.8% possessed a 
professional degree, and 6.2% had other educational qualifications. 
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Occupationally, 19.4% were students, 27.5% were private sector 
employees, 7.8% were public sector employees, 36.9% were business 
owners, and 6.2% fell into other categories.  

Table 4 explains the correlation matrix revealing significant and 
positive relationships among the variables examined. Environmental 
awareness (EAW) exhibited strong correlations with both green 
consumer behaviour (GCB) at 0.311 and green purchase intentions 
(GPI) at 0.567, indicating its substantial impact on promoting 
sustainable consumer actions. Environmental knowledge (EK) also 
demonstrated positive correlations with GCB (0.433) and GPI (0.342), 
underscoring its role in influencing environmentally conscious 
behaviours.  
 

Table 4. Correlations coefficients for study constructs  
 

 Contructs  1 2 3 4 

1 Environmental Awareness --    

2 Environmental Knowledge 0.4321***    

3 Green Purchase Intentions 0.567 *** 0.342***   

4 Green Consumer Behavior 0.311*** 0.433*** 0.322***  

5 Green Product Value 0.174*** 0.234*** 0.323***  0.323*** 

*** Significant at p<0.001 

 
 
 

Table 5 shows that the path coefficient for the relationship between 
EAW and GCB was 0.092 (P 0.000), indicating a significant positive 
relationship and supporting H1. The path coefficient for EK and GCB 
was 0.307 (P<0.000), indicating a significant positive relationship. 
This supported H2, demonstrating that environmental knowledge 
contributed to green consumer behaviour. With a path coefficient of 
0.159 (P<0.000), EAW significantly influenced GPI, strongly 
supporting H3. The path coefficient for EK and GPI was 0.759 
(P<0.000), indicating a significant positive relationship. This 
confirmed H4, suggesting that environmental knowledge enhanced 
green purchase intentions. Similarly, the relationship between GPI and 
GCB was confirmed with a path coefficient of 0.355 (P<0.000), 
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supporting H5. This demonstrated that stronger green purchase 
intentions led to increased green consumer behaviour.  
 

Table 5. Path coefficients for hypothesized relationships  
 

Constructs Relationships Path Coefficient P-values 

EAW �:���*�&�% 0.092 0.000 

�(�$�:���:���*�3�, 0.159 0.000 

�(�.���:���*�&�% 0.307 0.000 

�(�.���:���*�3�, 0.759 0.000 

�*�3�,���:���*�&�% 0.355 0.000 

�*�3�9���[���*�3�,���:���*�&�% 0.057 0.000 

 
 

The total indirect effect of EAW on GCB via GPI is 0.455 (P<0.000). 
This finding confirms H6, indicating that GPI significantly mediated 
the relationship between EAW and GCB, enhanced the overall effect 
of environmental awareness on green consumer behaviour. Similarly, 
the total indirect effect of EK on GCB via GPI was 0.169 (P<0.000). 
This result supported H7, showing that GPI significantly mediated the 
relationship between EK and GCB.  
 

Table 6. Total indirect effects  
 

Constructs Relationships Coefficient P-values 

EAW �:���*�3�,�:���*�&�% 0.238 0.000 

�(�.���:���*�3�,�:���*�&�% 0.036 0.000 

 
 

The interaction term (GPV x GPI) had a path coefficient of 0.057 (P< 
0.000), indicating a significant moderating effect. This supported H10, 
suggesting that the perceived value of green products enhanced the 
positive impact of green purchase intentions on green consumer 
behaviour.  
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Figure 3. Illustrating the graphical representation of path coefficients for Pakistan case  

 

  
 
 

Discussions, implications, and limitations  
This comparative analysis examines the relationships between 
environmental awareness (EAW), environmental knowledge (EK), 
green purchase intentions (GPI), and green consumer behaviour for 
Sustainable Development Goals (GCB) in two distinct economic and 
environmental contexts: The two countries are Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan. The research also examines the moderating effect of the 
perceived value of Green products (GPV).  

Saudi Arabia is a member of the country with high income and it 
has a sufficient amount of capital that could be used to finance 
environmental projects (Amoako et al. 2022). Their Vision 2030 
presents ideals of economic transformation and sustainable 
development (Sen et al., 2021). Environmentally, the challenges that 
the country has included factors such as scarcity of water as well as 
high energy factors hence making consumer green behaviour important 
in development (Malarvizhi et al. 2022). While Saudi Arabia has 
tremendous resources and funds for the environment, Pakistan is a 
developing country with less resources for such projects. There are 
several challenges that the government faces in achieving economic 
growth while at the same time ensuring that there is proper care for the 
environment. On the environmental aspect, the main concerns in 
Pakistan include air, water, and forest pollutants; green consumerism 
must be encouraged as part of sustainable development (Shamsi et al. 
2022). Comparing Saudi Arabia and Pakistan enables the 
understanding of environmental awareness (EAW), environmental 
knowledge (EK), green purchase intentions (GPI), and green consumer 
behaviour for Sustainable Development Goals (GCB) in different 
economic and environmental settings prompted by differences in 
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economic development, industrialization, and environmental policies 
and awareness.  

The following table outlines the specific implications of these 
factors in Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, highlighting how differing 
conditions and policies affect the progression toward sustainable 
development goals and consumer behaviour in each country.  
 

Theoretical implications  
The findings of the current study hold theoretical contributions to the 
green consumer behaviour literature in the context of Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan. Comparing Saudi Arabia and Pakistan highlights that socio-
political and economic conditions shape how environmental 
knowledge and awareness translate into green consumer behaviours. 
The use of learning theory supports the claim that knowledge and 
awareness of the environment play a critical role in influencing 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���D�Q�G���E�H�K�D�Y�Lours toward sustainable consumption. The 
positive significant correlations of environmental aware-ness, 
knowledge, purchasing intentions, and actual green consumer 
behaviour show that information and education are essential for the 
change in consumers. The results affirm the crucial role of 
environmental knowledge in shaping green consumer behaviour, rein-
forcing the importance of educational interventions for fostering 
sustainable habits. The study demonstrates that information and 
education significantly impact green consumer behaviour, highlighting 
the importance of educational programs and informative campaigns in 
fostering environmentally friendly habits. This theoretical perspective 
explains that the practice of educational programs and informative 
campaigns can be significant in creating consumers with 
environmentally friendly habits.  
 

Practical implications  
From a practical perspective, the findings presented in the study offer 
valuable recommendations for policymakers who seek to incite 
changes in consumption patterns in Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 
Concretely, raising the level of environmental education in schools and 
Universities, using the media and community approaches to stimulate 
awareness among the population, and providing appropriate incentives 
to purchase eco-logical products in stores can increase the knowledge 
of the population about environ-mental issues. Given the strong 
correlation between environmental awareness and green purchase 
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intentions (0.761 in Saudi Arabia), policy interventions should 
prioritize educational programs to promote environmental 
consciousness among consumers. The findings indicate that policies 
aimed at increasing environmental education and awareness should 
focus on enhancing consumer green purchase intentions, as higher 
intentions directly lead to stronger green consumer behaviour. These 
pragmatic strategies are particularly crucial in turning good ideas into 
actual actions that help in advancing and fostering environmental 
stewardship initiatives, like lowering carbon impact and encouraging 
more sustainable and green conduct and behaviours.  
 

Managerial implications  
At the managerial level, the study provides valuable information to 
businesses and marketers looking forward to reaping from the 
increasing trend in consumption and use of sustainable products in 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. Bearing these theories in mind, awareness 
of factors affecting green consumer behaviour like the perceived value 
of green products can assist businesses in framing their strategies and 
products. In a nutshell, the sustainable marketing strategies that can 
contribute to the growth of sustainable business are: increasing the 
focus on the environmental impact on the product, providing accurate 
information about the sustainability initiatives, and appealing to the 
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�¶�V�� �V�H�O�I-identity as a sustainably minded individual. The 
study's results highlight the importance of businesses emphasizing the 
perceived value of green products in their marketing strategies, 
particularly in Pakistan where perceived value is a stronger moderator. 
Furthermore, establishing relationships with ecological organizations 
and engaging in sustainability management increase CSR images and 
consumer loyalty to an environmentally sustainable business.  
 

Limitations and future directions  
There are some limitations in this study. In the cross-sectional study 
design, the longer-term choice transition of green consumers cannot be 
examined due to the lack of temporal context. Moreover, gender 
distribution of the sample could affect the results as gen-der influences 
the level of green consumption. The present research also limited to 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �Q�H�Z�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V��
environmental consciousness and their buying behaviour, as well as to 
evaluate the efficacy of certain policies and measures designed to 
foster sustainable development.  
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The following are potential areas for future research that would 
build upon the outcomes from this study to deepen our understanding 
of green consumer behaviour within diverse socio-economic 
environments: First of all, future studies regarding green consumer 
behaviour could comprise other nations with different economic 
structures and culturally different consumers. Research conducted in 
different areas could aid in the determination of common trends 
regarding sustainable consumption and area-specific factors. Secondly, 
it has been stated that further longitudinal research could be 
informative regarding the dynamics of green consumer attitudes and 
behaviours arising from transitional economic conditions, 
technological innovations, and ecological legislation. Such research 
could provide more information about the sustainable outcomes of 
different interventions and awareness programs.  

Additionally, future studies could explore how gender-specific 
factors influence sustainable consumption patterns, providing insights 
into targeted interventions for different demographic groups. 
Furthermore, more theoretical development is needed in the potential 
utility of digital and social �P�H�G�L�D�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶��
behaviours. Studying how online platforms, social media campaigns, 
and influencer marketing affect environmental awareness and 
purchasing decisions could offer possibilities that can be useful for 
marketers and policymakers who are looking to use digital media for 
the promotion of sustainability.  
 

Conclusion  
The increased concerns towards environmental issues and the 
implementation of sound economic policies in KSA offer a solid 
�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶�� �H�Q�Y�L�Uonmental consciousness and 
buying behaviours for environmentally friendly products. On the other 
hand, Pakistan needs to address the environmental concerns along with 
its economic constraints which require concentrated efforts on 
environmental awareness, as well as value-based marketing 
communications that can encourage green consumerism. The in-sights 
gathered can thus be used by policymakers and marketers in both 
countries to observe certain measures given the prevailing economic 
and environmental realities to sup-port sustainable development goals 
and cultivate a culture of environmentalism.  
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Abstract:  Leadership involves setting common goals within a group, 
influencing others' behaviors, and directing them toward a target. Leadership 
behaviors and styles can vary depending on the individual and professional 
characteristics of the leaders. Kitchen organizations are structured in a way 
that requires division of labor due to their inherent nature, with sections such 
as cold, hot, pastry, bakery, soup, breakfast, and butchery. Therefore, 
individuals working in various positions within the kitchen, such as head 
chefs, sous-chefs, section chefs, and line cooks, must possess leadership 
qualities. This study aimed to determine the leadership behavior tendencies 
and leadership styles of students studying gastronomy and culinary arts at 
Artvin Çoruh University. Consequently, the study group comprised students 
in gastronomy and culinary arts programs at Artvin Çoruh University. The 
saturation (complete enumeration) technique was applied during sampling, 
and 128 candidate students were included in the study. It was found that 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �K�L�J�K�H�U�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �³�S�H�R�S�O�H-oriented 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�´�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V���� �6�L�J�Q�L�I�Lcant differences in leadership behavior 
tendencies and leadership styles were observed only between genders. Male 
participants indicated higher adherence to structural and political leadership 
styles than did female participants. In conclusion, adopting a people-oriented 
leadership style by students of gastronomy and culinary programs could be 
an advantage in their careers, as they are likely to lead many people 
throughout their professional lives.  
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Introduction  
Leadership is one of the concepts that has existed and been studied 
since the dawn of humanity. Leaders can be defined as individuals who 
set a group�¶s goals, influence members�¶ behaviors, and guide them 
���5�H�ú�L�W�R�÷lu et al. 2023). Therefore, it can be said that leaders hold a 
significant position within organizations due to their responsibilities 
and their role as models for group members. It is impossible to assert 
that broad and comprehensive leadership theories encompass all the 
dimensions of leadership. Theories related to leadership appear to 
�D�W�W�H�P�S�W�� �W�R�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� ���.�|�V�H�R�÷�O�X�� ��������������
One of the newer approaches to organization and leadership, the Four 
Frames Model developed by Bolman and Deal (2003), presents a 
multifaceted view of organizations and leadership through four frames. 
In their management theory, Bolman and Deal examined organizations 
from four perspectives: structural, human resource, political, and 
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�\�P�E�R�O�V�����7�D�Q�U�Õ�|�÷�H�Q���H�W���D�O����������������  

In recent years, extensive international studies in the field of 
leadership have shown that leadership behavior is crucial for 
organizational success (Kumar & Kaptan 2007). In terms of 
businesses, leadership skills are needed in terms of bringing together 
culture, technology, organizational structure, human resources and 
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� ���2�÷�D�Q�� �������������� �/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�V�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H��
productivity, profitability, and performance in public and private sector 
organizations (Okorie & Kennedy 2017). Consequently, leadership 
styles have become an essential topic in management studies, with 
many researchers viewing them as a critical variable influencing how 
members function within an organization (Yahaya et al. 2016). 
Numerous studies have been conducted on leadership within the 
context of kitchen organizations. Upon reviewing relevant research in 
this context, topics and sample groups include positive leadership, 
organizational climate and leadership styles, people management and 
leadership, job satisfaction related to leadership style, perceptions of 
organagerial support, leader-�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �³�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�´�� �H�Q�D�F�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�V���� �K�H�D�G�� �F�K�H�I�V���� �D�Q�G�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V��
���(�N�ú�L�O�L�� �	�� �$�O�S�D�U�V�O�D�Q�� ������������ �*�•�Q�J�|�U�� �	�� �$�W�D�\�� ������������ �*�•�Q�J�|�U�� �H�W�� �D�O�� 2022; 
Delekovcan 2013; Aykaç & Buyruk 2024; Lortie, Cabantous & 
Sardais 2022). However, the literature contains only a limited number 
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of studies that examine the leadership qualities of culinary students. 
This study contributes to the literature by investigating the leadership 
behaviors and styles of chef candidate students in higher education.  

This study was conducted to identify the leadership behaviors and 
styles of students studying gastronomy and culinary arts at Artvin 
Çoruh University. Considering the likelihood of these students 
working in the industry, they hold potential as chef candidates for 
professional kitchens. Leaders in various sections manage professional 
kitchens, such as head chefs, sous-chefs, and section chefs (e.g., cold, 
hot, pastry, soup, and butchery). Thus, leadership qualities are crucial 
for students studying gastronomy and culinary arts because of their 
positions they may hold. Accordingly, this study's aim to determine the 
attitudes and leadership styles of chef candidates studying gastronomy 
and culinary arts underscores its significance. Therefore, examining 
the leadership behaviors and styles of chef candidates pursuing 
culinary education at a higher education level is important in the field 
of gastronomy. This study is expected to contribute to the literature by 
highlighting the positive effects of leadership qualities and behaviors 
on organizational performance, job satisfaction, and motivation levels.  

 

Conceptual framework   
Leadership is vital for achieving efficient team management in 
businesses and organizations, enhancing work motivation, contributing 
to teamwork, inspiring employees, and achieving goals. A team leader 
fosters an environment in which team members continuously develop 
in their professional fields, maintaining high morale and motivation, 
realizing their potential, and creating a space of mutual respect and 
trust. Teamwork ignites innovation and creativity, and guides 
important decision-�P�D�N�L�Q�J�� ���2�÷�D�Q�� �������������� �,�W�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V�� �J�R�R�G��
communication within the organization, shared responsibility, and a 
commitment from everyone to strive for success (Henry 1998). 
Working as a team rather than as an individual has a distinct advantage 
in generating more effective and higher-quality solutions (Ingram & 
Desombre 1999). Furthermore, a team leader possessing a range of 
skills, such as listening, communicating, foreseeing, intervening, 
negotiating, learning, and teaching, will fulfill a facilitative role more 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���W�H�D�P�¶�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�����'�R�Q�H�O�O�R�Q��
1998). Consequently, employees with leadership qualities play a 
crucial role in both organizations and other employees.  
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Individuals work within their knowledge, experience, and abilities. 
In reality, each person has certain limitations, in that they may try to 
conceal. Through teamwork, members cover each other's weaknesses 
and strive to create a perfect whole (Scarnati 2001). Teamwork and 
team leaders are critical to ensuring the effective existence of an 
organization. This approach enables employees to enjoy their work and 
be satisfied with it. Thanks to team leaders, employees increase their 
performance, while organizations raise their success rates and become 
more resilient. Team leaders prefer to keep up with global competition, 
as their roles enhance harmony, performance, quality, and innovation 
���d�D�N�Õ�U�R�÷�O�X�� �������������� �6�R�� �P�X�F�K�� �V�R�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�R�G�D�\���� �Q�H�Z�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �V�W�\�O�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H��
�H�P�H�U�J�H�G�� �G�X�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �2�÷�D�Q�� �	�� �d�H�W�L�Q�H�U��
(2024) listed these leadership styles as visionary, business-oriented, 
development-supportive, transformational, interactive and full 
freedom-�J�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �$�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V�� �D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �E�D�U�U�L�H�U��
between themselves and their team members is the most crucial 
element in building an effective team and ensuring its success. In this 
regard, an effective leader should be perceived as one of the groups 
and help all members feel comfortable within the group (Gordon 
2002).  

Food and beverage establishments require many stages of kitchen 
operations, including planning, organizing, menu development, and 
product preparation. These tasks must be conducted in accordance with 
�K�\�J�L�H�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�D�Q�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�X�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �J�X�H�V�W�� �V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� ���+�D�U�E�D�O�Õ�R�÷�O�X�� �	��
Ünal 2014). Various professional groups work within kitchen 
organizations, including apprentices, journeymen, cooks, section chefs, 
head chefs, interns, and dishwashers. A profession encompasses skills 
acquired through income training within a specific field and following 
established rules (Aykaç & Buyruk 2024). Therefore, individuals with 
leadership qualities must perform duties associated with the 
requirements of each occupational group. Owing to the inherent nature 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���� �W�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�� �D�U�H��
essential in kitchens. The culinary profession can be defined as the 
work of a skilled person who, independently and within a specified 
time, prepares breakfasts, soups, vegetable dishes, appetizers, pastries, 
salads, sauces (hot and cold), meats (red meat, poultry, offal, game), 
seafood, legume dishes, rice, pasta, desserts, and beverages (MEGEP 
2007, ���������� �<�Õ�O�P�D�]�� �D�Q�G�� �7�D�Q�U�Õ�Y�Hrdi (2017) described qualified kitchen 
workers as individuals who have received both theoretical and 
practical training, who love their profession, and who continuously 
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�V�W�U�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���� �%�L�ú�L�U�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �*�H�Q�o�H�U�� �������������� �Q�R�W�H�� �W�K�D�W��
culinary training begins with a master-apprentice relationship, 
progressing through high school, associate degrees, and undergraduate 
levels. Nowadays, culinary training is also available in private 
academies and postgraduate studies. Thus, vocational training has 
made significant progress in kitchen organizations, where leadership 
qualities of employees are valued.  

The growing competition in recent years has made it essential for 
restaurants to have strong kitchen management to ensure competitive 
success. Being skilled in cooking does not necessarily equate to being 
a successful manager of the kitchen. While individuals with innate 
leadership skills are often assumed to succeed in management, various 
studies have shown that education and training can develop or even 
establish these skills if they are not naturally present (Güngör et al. 
2023). Although the high-level culinary field includes many actors 
(chefs, cooks, critics, etc.), head chefs are primary figures. Elite head 
chefs, seen as guiding leaders, are often portrayed as charismatic, 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �V�N�L�O�O�H�G���� �L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�� �³�V�W�D�U�´�� �D�U�W�L�V�W�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
on creating gastronomic masterpieces (Lortie et al. 2023). The 
performance and workplace motivation of kitchen personnel are 
directly related to the leadership style of kitchen managers.  
 

Methodology   
This study aims to identify the leadership behaviors and styles of 
students receiving gastronomy and culinary arts education at Artvin 
Çoruh University. This research is a quantitative study, with a 
population consisting of gastronomy, culinary arts, and culinary 
students at Artvin Çoruh University. For sample selection, saturation 
(complete enumeration) sampling technique was employed, in which 
every unit in the population was included in the sample (Ergin 2013). 
Thus, this study intended to ensure the voluntary participation of all 
gastronomy and culinary students at Artvin Çoruh University.  

A survey technique was used to collect research data. In social 
sciences research, quantitative and qualitative data collection is 
primarily conducted through surveys. Consequently, the scientific rigor 
�D�Q�G�� �V�X�L�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�� �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �V�F�U�X�W�L�Q�L�]�H�G�� ���$�U�Õ�N�D�Q��
�������������� �%�R�O�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�D�O�¶�V�� ���������������³Leadership Orientations Survey�  ́
was administered to students in the Gastronomy and Culinary Arts and 
Culinary Departments at Artvin Çoruh University to achieve the 
study�¶s purpose. This quantitative study used complete enumeration 
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sampling, so the survey was conducted face-to-face with the students. 
The survey included all students attending classes or exams, of which 
128 students completed it.  

The survey consisted of three sections, the first section addresses 
demographic characteristics, the second examines leadership 
behaviors, and the third focuses on leadership styles. The first section 
of Bolman and Deal�¶s leadership orientation survey included 32 items, 
with eight statements for each of the four leadership types (structural, 
human resources, political, and symbolic). Respondents were asked to 
rate these items on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = never, 2 = rarely, 3 = 
sometimes, 4 = often, 5 = always). In the second section, six questions 
were designed to help participants describe themselves, with each 
offering four statements representing different leadership styles. 
Participants were a�V�N�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�D�Q�N�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���� �Z�L�W�K�� �³���´�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�H�V�W�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �W�K�H�P�� �D�Q�G�� �³���´�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�D�V�W��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�X�V���� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
styles were scored based on their level of agreement.  

The data collected from the surveys were entered into SPSS 19, and 
�G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H�� �V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���� �K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�H�L�W�\�� �W�H�V�W�V�� ���/�H�Y�H�Q�H�¶�V�� �W�H�V�W������ �Y�D�U�L�D�Q�F�H��
�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���� �D�Q�G�� �'�X�Q�F�D�Q�¶�V�� �W�H�V�W�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���� �7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �W�H�V�W���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G��
on the data was reliability analysis. The reliability analysis results for 
the survey data were 0.812, 0.835, 0.852, and 0.787 for the four 
sections, respectively. These results indicate the high level of 
reliability of the survey data.  
 

Finding  
A total of 128 participants were included in this study. Of the 
participants, 25.8% were male, and 74.2% were female. Students from 
the Gastronomy and Culinary Arts Department constituted 64.8% of 
the sample, whereas those from the Culinary Department comprised 
35.2%. First-year students accounted for 43.8%, sophomores for 
39.8%, and juniors for 16.4%.  
 

Findings on leadership behaviours  
In the first section of the scale evaluating the leadership behaviors of 
the participating students according to leadership style, the average 
scores for the four leadership styles are compared in (Table 1).  
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Leadership Styles 
N Minimum Maximum Mean 

Standard 
Deviation 

Structural Leadership 128 1.88 4.88 3.6543 .6313 
Human-Centered Leadership 128 2.00 5.00 3.9805 .5892 
Political Leadership 128 1.38 4.75 3.3617 .7402 
Symbolic Leadership 128 1.88 5.00 3.5519 .6646 
Valid Surveys 128     

Table 1. Mean and Standard Deviation Values of Responses to Leadership Style Behaviors  
 

As shown in Table 1, students displayed the highest engagement with 
human-centered leadership style. The differences in the means among 
these leadership styles were tested for significance using variance 
analysis. First, the homogeneity of variances was examined, as shown 
in the Levene test results (Table 2).  
 

Levene Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 
1.798 3 508 .147 
Table 2. Homogeneity of Variances Test for Leadership Behaviors 

 

As seen in Table 2, the variances in the mean responses for leadership 
styles in the first section are equal. The analysis of variance (ANOVA) 
results for equal variances are presented in Table 3. This analysis 
indicates that the mean values differ significantly across leadership 
styles.  
 

 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 
Between Groups 25.801 3 8.600 19.836 .000 
Within Groups 220.251 508 .434   
Total 246.051 511    

Table 3. ANOVA Results for Leadership-Related Behaviors 
 

The ANOVA results in Table 3 indicate statistically significant 
differences in the mean responses of the four leadership styles. To 
determine which leadership styles had higher or lower mean scores, 
�'�X�Q�F�D�Q�¶�V�� �S�R�V�W-hoc test was conducted. As shown in Table 4, the 
average score for the human-centered leadership style was higher than 
that for the other styles. Structural and symbolic leadership styles were 
statistically similar, falling into the same subset, while political 
leadership had the lowest mean score. This suggests that the students 
in this study generally favor a human-centered leadership style.  
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Leadership Styles N 
Subset for alpha = 0.05 
1 2 3 

Political Leadership 128 3.3641   
Symbolic Leadership 128  3.5544  
Structural Leadership 128  3.6572  
Human-Centered Leadership 128   3.9833 
Sig.  1.000 .212 1.000 

Table 4. Grouping Mean Scores for Leadership-related Behaviors via Duncan Test  
 

In the section above, the Likert scale average scores for the responses 
in the first part of the survey were examined. Table 5 provides the 
mean of the total scores (sum of Likert-scale values) for each 
leadership style (Table 5).  
 

Leadership Styles N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Standard 
Deviation 

Structural 
Leadership 

128 15.00 39.00 29.2344 5.0501 

Human-Centered 
Leadership 

128 16.00 40.00 31.7891 4.7780 

Political Leadership 128 11.00 38.00 26.8672 5.9266 
Symbolic 
Leadership 

128 15.00 40.00 28.3125 5.3547 

Valid Surveys 128     
Table 5. Mean Scores for Leadership-Related Behaviors by Total Value  

 

The values in Table 5 can also be interpreted as the sum of the average 
�V�F�R�U�H�V�� �L�Q�� �7�D�E�O�H�� ������ �)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �%�R�O�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�D�O�¶�V�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
assesses responses as a total score for each behavior, a similar 
comparison was conducted in this study.  
 

Findings on leadership styles  
Participants were asked to identify their leadership style in the second 
part of the study. This section contains statements reflecting the four 
leadership styles across the six situations. Participants were instructed 
to rank th�H�V�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �E�\�� �D�V�V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�� �Y�D�O�X�H�� �R�I�� �³���´�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W��
�W�K�D�W���E�H�V�W���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H�P�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���³���´���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���E�H�V�W���D�Q�G���³���´���I�R�U��
�W�K�H�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H���� �7�K�H�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �V�F�R�U�H�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�¶��
rankings are presented in (Table 6).  
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Leadership Styles 
N Minimum Maximum Mean 

Std. 
Deviation 

Structural Leadership 113 7.00 24.00 15.2389 2.8576 
Human-Oriented 
Leadership 

112 7.00 24.00 16.3750 3.4852 

Political Leadership 112 3.00 23.00 12.0357 3.4743 
Symbolic Leadership 111 3.00 22.00 15.4865 3.2161 
Valid N (listwise) 111     

Table 6. Descriptive Data for Leadership Styles  
 

As seen in Table 6, participants tended to identify statements reflecting 
a �³human-oriented leadership�  ́ style, aligning with the findings from 
the first part of the study. This is consistent with the results of similar 
�V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �V�F�D�O�H�� ���H���J������ �<�Õ�O�G�Õ�U�Õ�P�� �H�W�� �D�O���� ������������ �)�U�D�]�L�H�U�� �H�W�� �D�O����
2007; Joo et al. 2014; Tan & Adams 2018). A variance analysis was 
conducted to determine whether the differences in ranking scores 
among leadership styles were statistically significant. The results of the 
variance analysis are presented in Tables 7, 8, and 9.  
 

Levene Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 
1.779 3 444 .150 

Table 7. Homogeneity of Variances Test for Leadership Styles  
 

As shown in Table 7, the ranking scores of the leadership styles that 
best represented the participants had homogenous variance (Sig. > 
0.05). The ANOVA results for these homogeneous variances are 
presented in Table 8.  
 

Source of 
Variation Sum of Squares df  Mean Square F Sig. 
Between Groups 30.373 3 11.458 10.538 .000 

Within Groups 127.510 444 .287   
Total 161.882 447    

Table 8. Variance Analysis Results of Leadership Style Rankings  
 
The ANOVA results indicate statistically significant differences in the 
mean ranking scores among the four leadership styles. Table 9 shows 
the grouping of these averages based on Duncan�¶s test.  
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Leadership Styles N 
Subset for alpha = 0.05 
1 2 3 

Political Leadership 112 2.0504   
Structural 
Leadership 

113  2.6011  

Symbolic 
Leadership 

111 
 

2.6029 
 

Human-Oriented 
Leadership 

112   2.7907 

Sig.  1.000 .980 1.000 
Table 9. Grouping of Leadership Style Averages  

 

According to the Duncan test results, participants, similar to their 
responses in the �³�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�V�´ section, identified more strongly with a 
human-oriented leadership style and least strongly with a political one.  
 

Findings on demographic characteristics of participants  
To date, the study has evaluated the overall results of all participants. 
This section assesses the findings based on the demographic 
characteristics of the participants and examines whether there are 
significant differences between them. The results related to the 
leadership style preferences of the students in different departments are 
presented in Table 10.  
 

Department N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Culinary 
Department 

Structural Leadership 45 2.13 4.75 3.6639 
Human-Oriented 
Leadership 

45 2.00 4.75 3.9290 

Political Leadership 45 1.63 4.75 3.3778 
Symbolic Leadership 45 1.88 4.88 3.6603 
Valid N (listwise) 45    

Gastronomy & 
Culinary Arts 

Structural Leadership 83 1.88 4.88 3.6491 
Human-Oriented 
Leadership 

83 2.00 5.00 4.0084 

Political Leadership 83 1.38 4.75 3.3531 
Symbolic Leadership 83 1.88 5.00 3.4931 
Valid N (listwise) 83    

Table 10. Responses to Leadership-Related Behaviors by Department  
 

As shown in Table 10, students from both departments predominantly 
identified with behaviors reflecting a �³human-oriented leadership�  ́
style, similar to the initial stage of the study. A variance analysis was 
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conducted to determine whether there were significant differences in 
leadership style preferences across demographic characteristics, as 
summarized in Table 11.  
 

Demographic 
Characteristic 

Leadership Style F Sig  

Age 

Structural 0,820 0,630 
Human-Oriented 0,678 0,770 
Political 0,676 0,772 
Symbolic 0,848 0,601 

Department 

Structural 0,016 0,900 
Human-Oriented 0,569 0,452 
Political 0,047 0,828 
Symbolic 1,824 0,179 

Grade 

Structural 2,637 0,076 
Human-Oriented 0,032 0,968 
Political 0,280 0,757 
Symbolic 0,845 0,432 

Gender 

Structural 9,415 0,003* 

Human-Oriented 0,575 0,450 
Political 5,984 0,016* 

Symbolic 2,039 0,156 
Table 11. ANOVA Results for Demographic Characteristics and Leadership Style-Related Behaviors  

 

Table 11 shows a statistically significant difference only between 
genders regarding leadership-related behaviors. Responses concerning 
structural and political leadership styles varied significantly by gender. 
As shown in Table 12, male students reported higher inclinations 
toward �³structural�  ́ and �³political�  ́ leadership styles than did female 
students.  
 

Gender Structural Political 
Male Mean 3.9356 3.6250 

N 33 33 
Std. Deviation .50498 .64726 

Female Mean 3.5566 3.2703 
N 95 95 
Std. Deviation .64355 .75150 

Table 12. Relationship Between Gender and Leadership Styles  
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Conclusion   
Leaders can be described as individuals who establish the goals of a 
group, guide members around these shared goals, and influence their 
behavior. Based on insights from studies in the literature, leaders are 
found to significantly impact productivity, profitability, and employee 
performance within various organizations, including the public and 
private sectors (Kaiser et al. 2008, 96; Judge et al. 2002, 765). Thus, 
leadership is the key to ensuring the effectiveness and efficiency of 
enterprises and institutions. Culinary-related organizations involve 
various procedural steps, including planning, organizing, menu 
development, and product preparation. These organizations feature 
multiple occupational groups such as apprentices, journeymen, chefs, 
section heads, executive chefs, interns, and dishwashers. Given the 
specific characteristics and natural demands of work in kitchen 
environments, examining leadership behaviors in kitchens is critical. 
The performance and workplace motivation of kitchen employees are 
�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���N�L�W�F�K�H�Q���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�V�¶���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U��  

Considering that students pursuing gastronomy and culinary arts at 
the higher education level are potential chef candidates, this research 
aims to determine students' leadership behavior tendencies and 
leadership styles in gastronomy and culinary arts programs at Artvin 
Çoruh University. Professional kitchens are managed by leaders of 
various sections, such as head chefs, sous chefs, and section heads 
(e.g., cold, hot, pastry, soup, and butchery). The study reveals that 
participants generally favor �³people-oriented leadership�  ́behaviors. In 
a survey by Beck-Frazier et al. (2007), who employed the same scale 
as education faculty deans, �³people-oriented leadership�  ́ behaviors 
were highlighted. Another study using this scale by Joo et al. (2014) 
reported that subordinates working with deans tend to prefer structural 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V���� �6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���� �<�Õ�O�G�Õ�U�Õ�P�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �������������� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W��
nursing students adopted people-oriented leadership behaviors when 
studying university students.  

Significant differences in leadership behavior tendencies and 
leadership styles were found only between genders among the 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�¶���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�����'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�Dl and 
political leadership styles were observed between men and women, 
with men showing a higher preference for these styles than women. 
While Joo et al. (2014) did not find gender-based differences in 
leadership styles, Tan and Adams (2018) reported that male middle 
and high school students emphasized structural and political leadership 
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styles more than their female counterparts did. Adopting people-
oriented leadership styles may be advantageous for students in 
gastronomy and culinary programs, because they are likely to lead 
numerous individuals throughout their careers. This style is beneficial 
because it requires employees to work closely with their subordinates 
in confined kitchen spaces.  

This study contributes to the literature by revealing the leadership 
styles adopted by gastronomy and culinary arts students and examining 
the influence of leadership behaviors on the performance and 
motivation of kitchen staff. People-oriented leadership behaviors can 
enhance motivation and improve organizational performance by 
fostering the development of human relations among employees. It is 
recommended that this research be applied to different businesses or 
sectors, with participants possessing varying personality traits in other 
regions, because the demographic characteristics of individuals in 
various industries are likely to produce diverse results.  
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A blend of nationalism and feminism  
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Abstract:  From the Second Constitutional Monarchy to the early years of the 
Republic, Müfide Ferit Tek was one of the significant woman writers. Her 
feminism is a fusion of nationalism and feminism, which is quite different 
even if she is cited among feminist writers. Her conception of feminism 
differed from that of many of her counterparts and from what is understood 
now. Her works presented a strong, patriotic, self-reliant woman who was 
loyal to her own principles and stood on her own two feet as the ideal of an 
acceptable lady. This article is particularly interested in the feminist views of 
Müfide Ferit. The purpose of this study is to examine how Müfide Ferit Tek 
contributed to the history of feminism in Turkey by fusing nationalism and 
feminism from the late Ottoman era to the Republic. Müfide Ferit, a 
significant woman author of the late Ottoman and early Republic period, 
approached feminism from a unique angle and made a clear contrast between 
women who were acceptable and those who were not in her writings.  
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Introduction   
The Tanzimat Edict of 1839 marked the beginning of the Ottoman 
Empire�¶s modernization and innovation process, which continued with 
the establishment of the Constitutional Monarchy.1 During this 
process, the Ottoman women begin to assume public roles. Among 
other significant advancements, women were allowed to pursue careers 
in business, education, and intelligence (Toprak 1988, 34).  

The country�¶s constitution was changed for the first time with the 
Second Constitutional Monarchy (1908), and as a result of the 
increased freedom of opinion at this time, the topic of women also 
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1 Tanzimat and Constitutional Monarchy were the periods in which social free doms 
increased, as the Ottoman Empire recently restricted the sultan�¶s powers.  
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started to be discussed. During this period, women tried to make their 
voices heard by establishing associations and publishing newspapers 
(Özcan Demir 1999, 107). The battles to legalize women�¶s rights and 
provide Ottoman women the same rights as women in the West are 
what spring to mind when discussing feminism in the Ottoman Empire. 
In this context, women such as Halide Edip, Nezihe Muhiddin, Emine 
Seniye, and Fatma Aliye organized conferences, founded 
organizations, and tried to express their views through the media 
���d�D�O�Õ�ú�N�D�Q�� ���������� 321). Müfide Ferit Tek, a woman author who 
championed women�¶s rights during this time, elevated feminism to a 
new level. She established the groundwork for nationalist feminism in 
Turkey by fusing feminism with nationalist concepts.  

The purpose of this research is to expose Mufide Ferit Tek�¶s 
method of combining feminism and nationalism in her own writings. 
Ottoman feminism, which has a cosmopolitan framework, loses the 
idea of nationalist feminism, which is not frequently utilized in Turkish 
feminist literature. This research will raise awareness of this idea and 
add to the body of feminist literature. Primary and secondary sources 
will be used in a literature review.  

 

Ottoman feminism  
Feminism is derived from the Latin word �µ�I�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�H�¶���� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J��
�µ�Z�R�P�D�Q�¶���� �)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �L�V�� �D�Q�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
women, the prevention of their oppression, the legitimation of their 
rights, their actions in public and private spheres and equal rights 
(Sevim 2005, 7). The perception of feminism first emerged in England 
�L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �,�W���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���I�L�H�O�G���Z�L�W�K���³�$���9�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�L�J�K�W�´�� �E�\�� �0�D�U�\�� �:�R�O�O�V�W�R�Q�H�F�U�D�I�W���� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�Q�� �������������7�D�ú�� ������������
74).  

It is well known that since the beginning of time, women have 
�I�R�X�J�K�W�� �I�R�U�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�Z�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���� �:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �³�I�L�U�V�W�� �Z�D�Y�H�´��
feminist movement, calls for equality in public life become more 
apparent. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, calls for legal 
�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
movements. They started to express their calls for women to be 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �µ�H�T�X�D�O��
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���¶�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �Z�K�D�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q-states guarantee. The feminist 
�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �³�I�L�U�V�W�� �Z�D�Y�H�´�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V��
�³�H�J�D�O�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P���´�����%�H�U�E�H�U���������������$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��
stage were demands for being visible in the public sphere, such as the 



Acceptable women of Müfide Ferit 

761 
 

right to education, the right to work outside the home and the right to 
�Y�R�W�H���� �:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �:�H�V�W��
spread to other parts of the world in waves, and the Ottoman Empire 
�Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�V�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\�����d�D�N�Õ�U���������������� 

Demands for the right to citizenship, education, and the ability to 
�Y�R�W�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �2�W�W�R�P�D�Q�� �(�P�S�L�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
movements that existed at the time the Republic of Turkey was 
�I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���� �$�V�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
organizations from many localities started their own journals, formed 
associations and foundations, and actively participated in the fight 
���=�L�K�Q�L�R�÷�O�X�����������������(�G�X�F�D�W�H�G�����P�L�G�G�O�H-class women started talking about 
�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �V�W�D�W�X�V�� �L�Q�� �2�W�W�R�P�D�Q�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�G�L�D��
like newspapers and magazines, beginning with the problems that most 
affected them. Discussions cover a wide range of subjects, including 
�P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �F�R�X�S�O�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �Z�L�Y�H�V���� �P�H�Q�¶�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�R�� �G�L�Y�R�U�F�H���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�
�V��
social marginalization, and dress codes. Along with demanding their 
right to exist in social, professional, educational, and public spheres, 
they often critique the conditions of femininity within the family. But 
several women of that era also called for personal liberty and self-
determination (Berber 2017).  

At the beginning of the 20th century, demands were gradually met, 
and legal changes took place on some of the discussed issues: such as 
the registration of the institution of marriage, raising the age of 
marriage for women, the end of the right to unilateral divorce and 
women�¶�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�R�� �G�L�Y�R�U�F�H���� ���=�L�K�Q�L�R�÷�O�X�� ������������ �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�H�U�L�R�G����
educational opportunities for women were gradually increasing. In 
1914, women were granted the freedom to attend college. Women who 
were educated spoke foreign languages, even if they were few in 
number. They initiated the first feminist movement in the Ottoman 
land with the establishment of the Constitutional Monarchy and the 
impact of the voting rights movement (Suffragette Movement) that 
persisted in the West during the similar time period ���d�D�N�Õ�U����994).  

Ottoman feminism is the term used to describe the work done by 
women in the liberated Ottoman Empire after 1908 and their public 
participation. Ottoman feminism was dubbed the �³Three Styles of 
Feminism�  ́ �E�\�� �$�N�ú�L�W�� �������������� The first was the conservative feminist 
view pioneered by Fatma Aliye. It was a view based on the Islamic 
religion, in which efforts were made to improve the situation of 
women in the family and to ensure that women�¶s rights were 
guaranteed by law. Another view was the feminist view, which had 
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many connections with the rising feminism in Europe, led by writers 
such as Halide Edip. This style, which wanted the reorganization of 
areas such as social life, law and education that were in the hands of 
men, was considered to have an elitist perspective ���'�X�U�D�N�E�D�ú�D�� ���������� 
209). Another type was the type led by Sabiha Sertel. This view was 
against the authorities and close to anarchism. It was struggling with 
the bourgeois aspects of feminism (Shissler 2007).  

Women with nationalist views may also be seen when Ottoman 
feminism was brought up. This concept, which blends feminism and 
nationalism, came into being particularly during the First World War, 
when the nation was occupied. The problem of women became a 
requirement for intellectuals throughout those years. During the war 
years, when their husbands were serving at the front, women were 
forced to labor. This setting led to the emergence of feminist and 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����ù�H�U�P�H�W��������������  

Some woman writers combined nationalism with feminism after 
seeing the country�¶s freedom through Turkish nationalism. One of 
these authors is Müfide Ferit Tek. Her name is more commonly 
associated with being a nationalist, even a Turanist writer. However, 
from the late Ottoman period to the early years of the Republic, while 
emphasizing the importance of women's entering the worklife in the 
books she wrote, the conferences she gave, and the studies she 
conducted, she also defined an ideal type of woman suitable for 
Turkey, laying the foundations of nationalist feminism by explaining 
the ideal and the non-ideal in his works.  
 

I �P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���0�•�I�L�G�H���)�H�U�L�W�¶�V���O�L�I�H  
Born in Kastamonu on April 29, 1892, Müfide Ferit passed away in 
Istanbul on March 24, 1971. Because of her father�¶s constitutionalist 
�Y�L�H�Z�V�����ù�H�Yket Bey was exiled to Tripoli, where Müfide Ferit spent her 
early years. She was educated in the Italian nuns�¶ school because there 
was no Turkish school for girls in this area. At home, her father taught 
her French, Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. She studied the piano on her 
own. He later sent her to France to attend Versailles High School. She 
returned to Tripoli following her father�¶s illness and married Ahmet 
Ferit Bey, the first Internal Affairs Minister and former ambassador 
���(�N�ú�L�� �D�Q�G�� �d�H�O�L�N�� ������������ Both his father and her spouse influenced 
Müfide Ferit�¶s political beliefs because they were both related to the 
political life (Er and Özcan 2012, 293).  
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Müfide Ferit Tek�¶s life is filled with various changes due to her 
husband�¶s job. Her husband was sent to the exile due to his political 
ideas. They returned to Istanbul with the declaration of the 
Constitutional Monarchy. Müfide Ferit�¶s husband, Ahmet Ferit Bey, 
begins his writing activities in the last periods of the Ottoman Empire. 
Thereupon, Müfide Ferit wrote in �ø�I�K�k�P newspaper published by Ferit 
Bey. She also wrote articles in magazines such as Türk �.�D�G�Õ�Q�Õ, Türk 
Yurdu and �ù�H�K�E�k�O with the nickname Süyüm Bike. During this period, 
she joined the Turkish Nationalist movement with her husband, in this 
context she began to stand out as a defender of the idea of Turkism. 
Based on this ideology, she wrote Aydemir and made a splash for her 
time (1918) when she was only twenty-four years old (Esin 1972, 14).  

Those years were the years when the Ottoman Empire was under 
occupation and salvation was sought from this situation. After the 
Balkan Wars, when �ø�W�W�L�K�D�W�Y�H Terakki (the Committee of Union and 
Progress) realized that the idea of Ottomanism would not be a solution 
to the situation of the country, some intellectuals put forward the idea 
of Turkism. Müfide Ferit and her husband, Ahmet Ferit, traveled to 
cities like Sinop and Bursa and authored books about the state of the 
nation there after he was banished due to issues inside the Committe of 
�8�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���3�D�U�W�\�����'�H�P�L�U�F�L�R�÷�O�X��������������������  

Ahmet Ferit and his wife Müfide Ferit were the first to support the 
War of Independence because they believed that the nation�¶s peace and 
prosperity came first, along with the state's existence and 
independence. Müfide Ferit, a conference speaker in this context, 
participated as a speaker in anti-occupation demonstrations. She 
conducted research and authored essays arguing that Turkish women 
ought to be in the position they deserve (Er and Özcan 2012, 293).  

Müfide Ferit wrote the novel Aydemir, based on her memories of 
the period in which she lived, in 1918, with the encouragement of her 
sister Selma�¶s husband, Yusuf Akçura. This was followed by the 
novels Pervaneler in 1924, Leyla in 1925, and Affolunmayan Günah, 
whose German translation was published in 1933.  After the Ankara 
Government appointed Ahmet Ferit Tek as ambassador in Paris 
between 1919 and 1922, Müfide Ferit gave conferences and wrote 
articles on the subjects of the War of Independence, Turkish Thesis, 
Turkish Women and Feminism (Zengin 2016, 559).  

Müfide Ferit also enrolled in Sorbonne Oriental Literature courses 
to complete her education, which was left unfinished after the death of 
her father. During the period when Ahmet Ferit was serving as 
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ambassador in London, she resided in Paris and completed her higher 
education at the Paris École Libre des Sciences Politiques 
Diplomatique in 1928. During 1921, 1923, and 1943, Müfide �+�D�Q�Õ�P��
lived overseas as Ferit Tek served as an ambassador in Paris, London, 
Warsaw, and Tokyo. When her husband retired, she went on working 
for woman. Between 1945 and 1948, she and her friends started the 
Turkish Soroptimist Club, which she continued to grow until her death 
in 1971 (Zariç 2022, 106).  

Following the founding of the Istanbul Soroptimist Club in 1948 
Müfide Ferit Tek, the Federation of Turkey was established in Ankara, 
1953. As a member of the International Soroptimist European 
Federation and now has around a thousand members, it is an 
organization dedicated to the public good. It works with women and 
young girls in five key areas: health, a sustainable environment, 
education, economic development, and the abolition of violence 
against women (Turkey Sorophimist Federation 2025).  

Since Müfide Ferit is mostly recognized as a Turkist and nationalist 
woman writer, she is not among the first woman authors and activists 
who spring to mind when Ottoman feminism is brought up. The ideal 
Turkish woman type she portrayed in her lectures and novels, is 
critized arguing that it was not connected to true feminism. Despite the 
criticism she received from some quarters, her lifelong efforts to 
empower women and assure their independence, particularly in the 
economic sphere, are truly impressive.  
 

�0�•�I�L�G�H���)�H�U�L�W���µ�V���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P  
Some intellectuals turned to Turkism during the last years of the 
Ottoman Empire when it was searching for answers and ideas like 
Islamism and Ottomanism failed.  With the Ottoman Empire on the 
verge of collapse, Turkist intellectuals were at the forefront of 
initiating the National Struggle, which would result in the 
establishment of the independent Republic of Turkey, and they fought 
intellectually and put their ideals into the service of the nation and 
homeland (Köçer 2003). During this period, Gaspirali �,�V�P�D�L�O�¶�V�� �V�O�R�J�D�Q��
�³unity in thought, work and language�  ́has been accepted throughout 
the Turkish world. �³Turkists�  ́are a group of intellectuals who focused 
their research on Turkish mythology, history, and culture. Among 
them was Ziya Gökalp, who stressed the value of Turkish unity (Bars 
2017). A broader form of Turanism was a view that dreamed of the 
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unity of Turks living not only in the Ottoman lands but all over the 
world (Meral 2022).  

Müfide Ferit Tek�¶s nationalism can be described as the 
transformation of nationalism and Turkism into Turanism. We can 
infer this from the ideal or non-ideal characters she develops in her 
books and stories.  

In one of the most famous novels of her, Aydemir (1918), she bears 
the traces of Turanist thought and the novel was written with the desire 
to embrace Turks outside Turkey. It deals with the political and social 
problems of the Eastern Turks under Russian captivity. A young man 
named Demir makes his ideal decision in the book, following a 
struggle between his ideal and his affection. He is someone who 
travels to Turkestan to fulfill his goal of Turan, leaving behind the girl 
he is in love with and all of his loved ones in Istanbul. One evening, 
Demir talks about his dreams to the girl he loves:  

 
I will wander around, Miss Hazin! I intend to start from Haifa. Haifa, 
Bukhara, Samarkand, Kashkar and provinces. I want to make Samarkand the 
first centre�����(�Y�H�Q���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H�V���,���F�D�Q�¶�W���U�H�D�F�K�����,���Z�L�O�O���V�Hnd the assistants I will find. 
But the main thing is always one: Awake Turks. I will try to use every means 
to achieve this. I want to set up a community in the city, wherever I pass by 
(Tek 2002, 40).  

 

Demir goes to Turkestan and realizes most of his dreams. Even if he 
wants to return to Istanbul and marry the girl he loves, his dream of 
Turan prevents him. When people ask him the reason, he says that his 
hometown was everywhere that is Turkish (Tek 2002, 30).  

Following Halide Edip �$�G�Õ�Y�D�U�¶sbook Yeni Turan written in 1912, 
Aydemir�¶�V�� �E�R�R�N�� �L�V�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �7�X�U�D�Q�L�V�W�� �Z�R�U�N�� ���.�D�U�D�W�D�ú��
2013, 39). As a result, Aydemir�¶s novel holds a place in the annals of 
national literature.  

In her book titled Pervaneler (1924), Müfide Ferit emphasizes that 
Turks should not break away from national consciousness, culture, and 
morality. The novel describes the cultural problems experienced by 
Turkish men and women who marry foreigners and warns about the 
missionary activities carried out by foreign schools in Turkey. The 
novel focusses on the regret experienced by Burhan Ahmet, who 
married a Catholic French woman. She expresses in the novel that 
�%�X�U�K�D�Q�¶�V�� �U�H�D�O�� �V�L�Q�� �L�V�� �K�H�� �U�D�L�V�H�G�� �K�L�V�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �X�S�E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�Z�R��
religions, two mentalities, two temperaments and two nationalities 
(Tek 1924, 155). Furthermore, the extent of the harm done to Turkish 
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culture and religion by the missionary schools that were established in 
the last periods of the Ottoman Empire is described in the book. The 
devaluation of Turkish-Islamic civilization and the promotion of a 
consumption-based lifestyle of Americans are described. She expresses 
her ideas as:  

 
Growing up in these schools makes one an American fan. Their 
neighbourhoods, hometowns, and families start to see them as foreigners. 
After they graduate from this school, what will happen? Entertainment is the 
�S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �J�R�D�O���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�¶�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �J�R�D�O�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �I�U�R�P��
Turkish identity (Ibid, 156).  

 

She employs the following phrases in reference to Bizans High School, 
a missionary school:  
 

There was no Turkishness here, America in the midst of Turkey�¶s poverty. 
This is the world that spreads its ease, money, and limitless pleasures like a 
joke. American control over young brains is evident even in the physical 
layout of the school. Even the material organization of the school 
demonstrates American dominance over young minds. Turkish girls deny 
their nationalities and beliefs (Ibid, 51).  

 

Pervaneler is a book that was written with sensitivity to both national 
and religious issues (Çetin 2018, 22). The author Müfide Tek�¶s 
nationalist side comes out in the book. She aims to raise awareness of 
the issue by explaining how foreign schools set up in the nation cause 
Turkish kids to become estranged from their own identity. A national 
and religious approach to education is the answer to this issue for her.  

During the occupation years, Müfide Ferit wrote articles trying to 
revive nationalism and oppose the occupation. She wrote articles in the 
newspaper �ø�I�K�D�P, published in 1912. In the article titled Milli  Vazifeler 
�.�D�U�ú�Õ�V�Õ�Q�G�D �*�•�Q�D�K�O�D�U�Õ�P�Õ�], she talks about the misery and dereliction in 
which a Turkish soldier was left on the streets of Istanbul and she 
expresess that he was a hero of Anafartalar, Çanakkale, the Caucasus 
and he became a veteran, but he fainted from hunger in Istanbul. She 
thinks it is offensive that a soldier who fought for her nation in Istanbul 
would go hungry and suffer. (Tek 1919, 22)  

In her work titled From Edirne to Bursa (1913), which describes the 
occupation of Ottoman lands during the Balkan Wars, she explains 
how the days were full of brutality by saying that human blood stood 
out like a red belt. In the seized Ottoman land, she recounts the horrific 
sights she witnessed, including the bloodied bodies on the ground and 
the predicament of all the women and children who had to flee. (Tek 
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1913) The articles she later wrote in Hâkimiyeti Milliye newspaper to 
encourage and morale the Turkish soldiers in the war can be given as 
another example of her nationalist views. She addresses the Turkish 
soldiers as magnificent floods and a blessed river in the land where 
everyone said they were dead (Ibid, 2).  

Antep was one of the most important cities that resisted the 
occupation during the War of Independence. In the article titled 
Gaziantep, published in the same newspaper, Müfide Ferit explained 
how the city of Antep resisted the occupation, and for this reason, she 
made a proposal to the Turkish Grand National Assembly to grant the 
title of veteran to Antep. Her proposal was accepted by the Assembly 
���'�H�P�L�U�F�L�R�÷�O�X������������ 17).  

Müfide Ferit�¶s Turkish nationalism is like a synthesis of Turanism 
and nationalism. Her views advocating the unity of the world's Turks 
were combined with her love for Turkey, and she supported the 
Turkish nation with her novels, stories, columns and other works 
during the war years when the Ottoman lands were under occupation. 
She always worked to preserve the national consciousness and fought 
Turkish youngsters who were being raised in an environment that was 
alien to their own identity. She also underlined that Turkish women 
currently bear a lot of responsibilities.  
 

�0�•�I�L�G�H���)�H�U�L�W�¶�V��feminism  
In order to understand Müfide Ferit�¶s views on feminism, women�¶s 
rights and the ideal woman type, it is necessary to first look at the 
female characters in the books she wrote and the missions she assigned 
to them.  

In her book titled Pervaneler, written in 1924, Müfide Ferit 
fictionalized alienation from national culture through women. A 
character, Leman, one of the female students studying in missionary 
schools opened by foreigners to degenerate Turkish culture, is aimless 
and fond of fun. She does not want to marry men, but to travel and live 
a comfortable life. Nesime, who is studying at the same school, does 
not want to be �³aimless�  ́ like the women she sees in the lodge, even 
though her family is a member of the lodge, and she was raised with a 
religious education. She wants to compete with men in every sense. 
Leman and Nesime are women without identity awareness, and it is 
obvious that the author does not see them as acceptable women (Tek 
1924). Leman, Nesime and Bahire leave the school they entered as 
foreigners. After graduating, each of them marries foreign men and 
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moves further away from their Turkish identity. They can neither be 
locals nor remain Turks in the countries they go to. The striking point 
here is that these characters are women. For instance, even after 
marrying a foreign woman, Doctor Burhan Ahmet maintains his 
Turkish identity. Stated differently, the narrative consistently depicts 
women as non-national and males as national. Male characters retain 
their personality even if they marry foreign women (Erkoç 2021, 421).  

Another feature of Bahire�¶s character is that she represents a male-
type woman. Bahire is a woman with short hair and dresses like men. 
She even disguises herself as a man while dancing tango. She depicts 
her as:  

 
�6�K�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �µ�V�S�R�U�W�V�Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�� �L�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �V�H�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �G�R��
whatever was necessary to announce this to the world. She always walks 
around in her underpants, has a male attitude in her movements, and is also 
more attractive than men. With her best friend, Miss Hare, they decided not 
to get married and fight against men. (Tek 2002, 38).  

 

Bahire is very different from the male type of women envisioned by 
other writers of the period. The male-type women mentioned in other 
novels try to demonstrate equality, competing with men by playing the 
same sports with them or wearing the same style. Bahire rejects 
marriage and denies her femininity. She represents a very extreme 
example of feminism. She does not accept her femininity. According 
to Müfide Ferit, women becoming masculine, deny their femininity, 
but due to their creation, they cannot be a man either. The author 
focuses on this aspect of feminism that attracts attention. These girls 
who deny their femininity can be neither men nor women. 
Furthermore, Müfide Ferit thinks that this way of thinking is a kind of 
extreme feminism, and it gives a harm to future gen�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� ���<�Õ�O�P�D�]��
2016, 35).  

Non-ideal female characters in Müfide Ferit�¶s novels are either 
characters who live in Western imitation and lack their own national 
culture or they are characters who cheat on their spouses by ignoring 
their own national and religious values. In this case, Müfide Ferit�¶s 
feminism is a feminism that has not broken away from its own values.  

In her book Affolunmayan Günah, published in 1933, she does not 
include nationalist discourses, but rather describes a forbidden love. It 
tells the longing of Sevda, a married woman, for her former love, Kurt. 
She criticizes the desire of women who have gained their social rights 
through the female characters in the novel to become sexually liberated 
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and be with different men. Sevda, the heroine of the novel, is a 
member of the Turkish Foundation (Türk �2�F�D�÷�Õ������ �D�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W��
association. As a woman who appears both conservative and 
nationalist, she is criticized for having an illicit relationship (Özcan 
1991, 25).  

In her book Aydemir (1918), the woman character, Hazin, opened a 
school and started teaching. Her aim is to raise a young generation 
with national feelings such as love of homeland and nation. The 
teachers she trains will follow Demir�¶s path and serve the same 
purpose (Tek, 2002). Here, Müfide Ferit emphasized the importance of 
the education of Turkish women.  For her, the education of women is 
an important element in the destiny of society. Their ability to be 
present, to work for their country and to be a partner in the struggle 
expresses Müfide �)�H�U�L�W�¶�V�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶s movement 
���d�R�Q�R�÷�O�X���������������������� Hazin is a nationalist woman who is a member of 
�W�K�H�� �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���7�•�U�N�2�F�D�÷�Õ���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�� �'�H�P�L�U���� �W�K�H��
man she falls in love with. Hazin�¶s life is dedicated to the cause of 
Demir, who is the ideal man in the novel. Because as a strong woman, 
she will always support the man she loves from behind the front (Yeter 
and Yeter 2020, 298).  

In her stories called �+�D�\�D�W���+�D�Q�Õ�P (1913) and Gonca Kalfa (1923), 
she included the situation of Ottoman society and women in the Tripoli 
and Balkan Wars. In the story called �+�D�\�D�W���+�D�Q�Õ�P, Hayat, an idealist 
woman, is a self-sacrificing Turkish woman who sacrificed herself for 
the education of women during the difficult times of the country. She 
founded a school named Ev �+�D�Q�Õ�P�Õ Mektebi (Housewife School). 
Women studying at this school start a business for themselves and now 
�W�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\���� �+�D�\�D�W�+�D�Q�Õ�P���� �D�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �J�L�Y�H�V�� �O�L�I�H�� �W�R��
other woman in Ottoman Society, brings a prestige to the women who 
were ignored for years. In this school, women are given lessons such 
as sewing and cooking. Müfide Ferit asserts that it is critical for 
women to understand their basic feminine responsibilities in addition 
to not being reliant on anyone. The family, the foundation of society, 
will be safeguarded in this way (Atay 2022, 113). In the story, the 
�P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���+�D�\�D�W���+�D�Q�Õ�P���V�D�\�V��  

 
Just as every individual in the world has a duty towards society, a woman 
also has a duty, too. Her duty is to be a mother and housewife. How can a 
society that neglects each individual's duty survive? The woman will manage 
her home, raise her children well, and learn an art and skill without 
neglecting her children and husband.It is very important to learn the 
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innovations that benefit Turkishness and to know the etiquette for a woman 
(Ferit 1913, 442).  

 

In the story, Gonca Kalfa (1923), she tells the story of Gonca, who was 
brought from Yemen to Istanbul by her uncle and sold as a servant to a 
mansion. In this story, she criticizes the fact that women are sold as 
slaves and draws attention to this problem. She tells about nameless, 
anonymous, and lonely women who are sold for money (Tek 1923). 
She also touches upon the women's issue in her articles written in 
different places and in the conferences she gave. For instance, she gave 
a conference on feminism at Türk �.�D�G�Õ�Q�Õ�� �'�H�U�V�K�D�Q�H�V�L which was 
opened in 1918 to provide education to Turkish girls. The text of her 
long speech at the conference was published in the 20th issue of the 
magazine called �7�•�U�N���.�D�G�Õ�Q�Õ���0�H�F�P�X�D�V�Õ dated 17 April 1335/1919 and 
in the 21st issue dated 8 May 1335/1919. In her speech, she expresses:  
 

If our women are not going to work, they should start a clean, moral and 
heart-warming family; if they are going to start business life, they should 
work with men under suitable conditions. Half of humanity is female, and 
half is male. What is the point of excluding a part of this whole? Just as when 
half of a body remains paralyzed and idle, that body cannot walk, cannot 
survive vigorously, and is ultimately doomed to die. A society that does not 
lead, advance, and elevate its women cannot progress or live. What is 
feminism? They call feminism the profession of demanding that women be 
equal to men in civil, social, and political rights. While nations are working, 
societies are being born and formed, women are always assistants and 
companions to men, their position is completely equal to men, then as the 
nation becomes richer and tends towards debauchery, they expel women from 
their places and reduce them to the level of instruments of pleasure, tokens of 
wealth and let them live like that. There are also some inappropriate actions 
of women here. Nothing can be more natural than this. Women who are 
always kept under the restraints, without purpose and responsibility, 
sometimes as slaves, sometimes as toys, sometimes by being worshiped, 
sometimes by being beaten, of course cannot be responsible or capable of 
managing themselves. When they first find their reins free, they will naturally 
take their heads and run. Maybe in good ways, maybe in dangerous ways, 
probably the fault lies with those who keep them under control and prevent 
them from learning the ways (Tek 1919, 1).  
 

And:  
 

Feminism can occur only in three conditions. First, women will have the civil 
rights. The second condition is that they will have social rights and lastly 
legal rights. In this context, in her opinion, it is difficult for feminism to exist 
and be accepted in every society. Women cannot receive equal wages even if 
they do the same job as men. Additionally, women living in cities are not as 
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free as those living in villages. In villages, women can work in the fields with 
men, but in cities, women mostly stay at home. Women should not be 
isolated from the public sphere. Turkish culture is not a culture that isolates 
women, Turks should return to their essence. (Ibid, 1)  
 

During her speech, she also touched upon religious issues. She 
examined the position of women in terms of different religions as 
follows:  
 

In the 15th century, it was examined in the Christian world whether a woman 
had a soul or not. Could such a situation be possible? Half of humanity is 
male and female, the other half is female. How can half of humanity have a 
soul and the other half not? In the Jews, women are exalted in difficult times, 
but they are forgotten when they fall into pleasure. Islam, on the other hand, 
protected women in the Arab society, where women were not valued. Arabs 
could marry as many women as they wanted, and their daughters were buried 
alive. (Ibid, 2)  

 

�0�•�I�L�G�H���)�H�U�L�W�����Z�K�R���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�¶���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�Wive on women under the 
guise of religion, also evaluated the place of women in different 
civilizations:  
 

�,�Q�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �P�H�Q�¶�V�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�Q��
became their belongings. So much so that after the man dies, his wife is 
burned along with his belongings. When the Egyptian Civilization was first 
established, women were very valuable, but as the civilization weakened, the 
value of women decreased. In Arab culture, women have never been 
valuable. In the Greek Civilization, in the Middle Ages, women lived under 
the protection of their husbands, fathers or sons, without any legal rights. In 
Roman Civilization, women were also confined to the home. However, 
Roman women could not tolerate this issue and struggled on this issue. It is a 
fact that women are valued initially when states are being established, but 
when the danger passes and order is established, women are pushed to the 
background, and they are no longer needed. (Ibid, 2)  
 

In her speech, she expressed what she believes. Turkish feminism 
should bring to Turkish women as follows:  
 

First of all, Turkish women must have the right to work. A society or 
situation has not yet emerged that would allow Turkish women to be given 
political rights. Women and girls should be educated. Education should be 
given so that they can have a profession and get rid of being dependent on 
men. Women need a profession. (Ibid, 2)  

 
Another place where she expressed her thoughts about feminism was 
her article called �+�D�Q�Õ�P�O�D�U�� �'�D�U�•�O�I�X�Q�X�Q�¶�G�D�� �(�U�N�H�N�O�H�U�O�H�� �$�\�Q�Õ��
�'�H�U�V�K�D�Q�H�G�H�� �'�H�U�V�� �<�D�S�P�D�O�Õ�P�Õ�� �<�D�S�P�D�P�D�O�Õ�P�Õ? (Should Ladies Study in 
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the Same Classroom as Men in Darülfunun?), published in the 
magazine Büyük Mecmua, in 1919. This was the date when there were 
discussions about women being educated in the same class with men at 
�W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �'�D�Uülfunun. She expresses her 
ideas as:  
 

Women and men are obliged to act together in this difficult period when the 
country is in a difficult situation. The solution to this situation is not 
education in different places. New needs cannot be met with old customs 
(Tek 1919).  

 

After examining feminism mostly from a Turkist standpoint, Müfide 
Ferit had a dream of a woman who could support herself and be 
financially independent. The association he founded in the first years 
of the Republic for the empowerment of women and their employment 
was an association that worked in this sense.  
 

Conclusion  
Müfide Ferit was a writer who believed that nationalism, the Turkish 
Union, and even the Turan ideal would save the occupied nation in the 
late Ottoman era. She is more well-known for her Turkist writings and 
opinions than for her feminist ones, but her perspective on feminism, 
however, is also striking. In her writings, the ideal female character is a 
Turkist, nationalist woman who constantly supports the man and is 
devoted to her customs. If a woman is a mother, she must raise a clean 
generation. She must give patriotic children to this country, but being a 
mother is not a woman's sole responsibility. A woman needs to be 
employed, have a talent, or have a profession. She must therefore be 
financially stable.  

On the other hand, the non-ideal woman she describes in her novels 
is an unconscious European wannabe who is disconnected from her 
own culture. By marrying foreign men, these women either fully 
alienate themselves or they choose not to get married and even oppose 
marriage. Some of the women who refuse marriage dress and behave 
like men, believing that they are free. Müfide Ferit also takes issue 
with individuals who refer to this as feminism. This is genderlessness, 
not feminism, and it will undoubtedly lead to major issues for society 
down the road.  

She contends that women should not be granted legal rights at this 
�W�L�P�H���� �:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �O�D�E�R�U is the top focus for her. Political rights are 
subordinated to economic power and independence. Women should 
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own a craft and work. Thus, they should support men. Therefore, 
�0�•�I�L�G�H�� �)�H�U�L�W�¶�V�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �L�V�� �D�� �I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�P�H�Q�� �V�W�D�Q�G���E�H�K�L�Q�G��
men, support them, and raise individuals who are nationalists, loyal to 
their traditions, and who serve Turkishness.  
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educational outcomes in higher education  
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Abstract:  Student expectations are crucial in shaping academic engagement, 
learning experiences, and eventual success in higher education. This study 
examines how expectations align with actual experiences among Bachelor of 
Secondary Education major in Social Studies (BSEd-SocStud) students at 
Jose Rizal Memorial State University (JRMSU), Dapitan City, Philippines. 
Employing a multi-method approach, this research combines descriptive 
quantitative analysis of students�¶ socio-economic characteristics with 
thematic analysis highlighting gaps in their expectations and experiences in 
four key areas: instructors, administration, school environment, and subjects. 
Results indicate that most students met their expectations, particularly 
regarding instructional quality and academic support. However, unmet 
expectations emerged in areas such as limited institutional support for online 
learning, inconsistent classroom facilities, and perceived discrimination. 
Notably, students whose expectations were fully met exhibited higher 
academic performance, including better GPAs and licensure examination 
outcomes. Full-time students and those who independently chose Social 
Studies as a specialization demonstrated more realistic expectations. In 
contrast, students from lower-income brackets displayed a more pragmatic 
approach to academic challenges. The findings highlight the critical role of 
expectation management in shaping student success and institutional 
strategies for improving learning experiences.  
 

Keywords: student expectations, actual experiences, academic performance, 
licensure examination, Social Studies education  
 

Introduction  
In the Filipino culture, oftentimes, students�¶ choice of enrolling 
programs in college or university is influenced by their parents, peers, 
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personal choice, or significant other. To whomever they attribute their 
choice, it is thought to be a factor in setting realistic expectations for 
their academic performance and future achievement. Amidst the 
factors that influence their choice, they keep going and develop their 
expectations of their professors, school administration, subjects, and 
school environment and match them with actual experiences. 

When expectations are unmet, students usually attribute and 
characterize their performance to their professors instead of their high 
expectations (Graces-Ozanne & Sullivan 2014). Awang et al. (2014) 
pointed out that there were differences in students' expectations and 
experiences, where most of these expectations were hardly met, 
creating a gap with what the institution promised to offer (de Moraes et 
al. 2019). Transitioning from high school to higher education created 
varying student expectations, such as viewing teaching as student-
focused, teacher-focused, or similar in high school (Hassel & Ridout 
2018). Some of their expectations on teaching and learning are 
suitable. In contrast, others are uncertain, which creates unrealistic 
expectations and recommends the significance of the presentation of 
course module expectations during orientation (Tomlinson 2023). 
Addressing and understanding students�¶ expectations are also 
considered to influence their educational motivation, behavior, and 
achievement. These expectations are crucial in their learning 
approaches and strategies as they start university classes and 
eventually transition from one level to another. Dissatisfaction could 
ensue when there is an issue with clarity during the foundation year 
that includes their subjects and programs against students' expectations 
(Ariffin 2022; Keane 2023; Goldring et al. 2018).  

While literature strongly suggests that students�¶ expectations and 
whether these were appropriately experienced influence their academic 
behavior and achievement in higher education institutions (HEIs), it is 
also interesting to note the trends in their selected socio-economic 
characteristics against whether expectations met with actual 
experiences. This trend is important for academic institutions to 
improve inclusivity among students by targeting groups with unmet, 
partially met, or mixed expectations. Furthermore, the literature did not 
have an explicit objective in looking beyond the gaps on what they 
expect from HEIs, such as how it might influence achievement after 
graduation, such as taking licensure examinations. Tomlinson et al. 
(2022) also suggested that additional investigation can be conducted 
using a qualitative perspective on students' expectations towards 
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teaching and learning separately. With qualitative perspectives, 
students' expectations and actual experiences are not limited to pre-
structured responses. Furthermore, while these studies provide insights 
on the topic, they lack a focus on Social Studies education and 
localized university settings.  

For the past years, students�¶ enrollment in the College of Education 
at Jose Rizal Memorial State University (JRMSU), Dapitan City, 
Philippines, has a fluctuating trend, particularly in its Bachelor of 
Secondary Education major in Social Studies (BSEd-SocStud) 
program. For the past five years, the first-semester enrollment in SY 
2019-2020 was recorded at 110 students and reached its peak at 149 
students in the first semester of SY 2021-2022 and eventually 
decreased to 108 students in the first semester of SY 2023-2024. 
Graduates of the program can testify well to their experiences during 
their stay in the institution and the gaps between these experiences and 
expectations. These experiences, in turn, can navigate to those who 
plan to enroll in the program. Additionally, the significance of their 
expectations and experiences can be better investigated to determine 
whether the gaps between them can reflect passing the licensure 
examination and be described by their selected socio-economic 
characteristics. Hence, this study attempted to describe the JRMSU 
BSEd-SocStud students�¶ family monthly income, status as a student, 
reasons for choosing the program, academic performance, and 
licensure examination for teachers (LET) results, and determine the 
trend of these characteristics against whether their expectations met 
with actual experiences.  
 

Methodology   
The study applied a multi-method approach to research to address its 
objectives. It used descriptive quantitative research to describe the 
selected socio-economic characteristics of the students. The second 
method was descriptive qualitative with thematic analysis to explore 
�W�K�H�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���� �7�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V 
followed Braun and Clarke�¶s (2006) six-phase framework. The 
primary researcher conducted the initial coding process independently, 
identifying recurring patterns across the data. Codes were then grouped 
into overarching themes through an inductive approach, allowing 
patterns to emerge organically from the data. To enhance the reliability 
of the coding process, a secondary researcher reviewed a subset of 
transcripts, and discrepancies were resolved through discussion. 
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Themes were refined iteratively until consensus was reached, ensuring 
they accurately represented the participants�¶ experiences. A 
questionnaire checklist using Google form was used to gather the 
profiles of the students, while an interview was conducted to explore 
the expectations and actual experiences of the students. For a period of 
three months, the study involved 27 student-participants who were 
graduates of BSEd-SocStud. Consistent with qualitative research 
standards emphasizing depth over generalizability, data saturation was 
considered when no new themes emerged from additional interviews 
after the 27th participant, indicating that the dataset was sufficient to 
capture the range of participants�¶ experiences (Guest, Bunce, & 
Johnson 2006). While the findings are not meant to be generalized, 
they offer valuable insights into the expectation-experience alignment 
within Social Studies education at JRMSU. These students graduated 
from 2019-2022 in the BSEd-SocStud program [as they were expected 
to take the licensure examination], enrolled in JRMSU for their entire 
college years, have access to the internet, and are willing to participate. 
Codes were used to conceal the identity of the students, such as P1 �± 
P27, to represent the first to 27th participants and a consent form was 
sought. The researcher's background in Social Studies education 
provided valuable insights into participants�¶ experiences. Open-ended, 
non-leading interview questions were used to minimize potential bias, 
allowing participants to share their narratives freely. Additionally, 
reflexive journaling was maintained throughout the research process to 
critically assess potential influences on data interpretation.  
 

Results and discussions  
Two themes emerged for the students�¶ expectations and actual 
experiences towards their instructors or professors, school 
administration, and subjects, while three themes came out for the 
school environment. Across all themes, 101 codes were created.  
 

Themes Expectations �± Codes Actual Experiences �±
Codes 

 Instructors/Professors 
Teaching Approach 
and Competency 

Knowledgeable Set High Learning 
Standards 

Master the lessons Offered Productive and 
Meaningful Learning  

Possesses Rich in Teaching 
Strategies 

Experienced and 
Knowledgeable 

 lenient approach to 
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Themes Expectations �± Codes Actual Experiences �±
Codes 

grading 
 Competent and parent-

like 
 Inspiring for the best 

Teacher-Student 
Relationship and 
Professional Conduct 

Provide quality education Limited support for 
online learning 

Show Excellence in the 
Profession 

Provided Fun learning 

Aim for Student's Growth Showed 
Approachability and 
Friendliness 

Love for Students Showed empathetic 
professionalism and 
Dedication 

Provide Meaningful 
Learning 

Unapproachable 

Engage the classes Discriminating 
Provide an Inclusive 
Learning Environment 

 

Motivate Students  
Strict  
Show commitment to 
lessons and values 

 

Serve as Parents  
Possess Good personal 
Qualities 

 

 Administration  
Academic Quality and 
Support 

High Standard Education Limited support for 
online learning 

Support faculty 
development 

Provided fun learning 

Open and Supportive to 
Students 

Organized and 
conducive learning 
environment  

Create a Safe and Inclusive 
Learning Environment 

Ensured student safety 
and security 

Promote Stakeholders' 
engagement 

Strived to improve 
institutional quality 

Deliver Right Services 
Provided smooth and 
organized transactions 

Provide Important Updates Slightly satisfied 

 
Provided opportunities 
for financial and 
personal growth 

 Supported holistic 
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Themes Expectations �± Codes Actual Experiences �±
Codes 

student development 
Administrations and 
Professional Conduct Good management Skills 

Showed empathetic 
professionalism and 
Dedication 

Well-mannered Unapproachable 
Efficient Resources 
Management 

Became a trusted friend 

 
Administration upholds 
high standards 

 
Administration meets 
expectations 

 
Highly satisfied with the 
administration 

 
Creates peaceful 
leadership through 
projects 

 
Administration 
performance is 
acceptable 

 School Environment 
Quality of Social 
Environment 

Safe, secure, friendly, and 
supportive of students 

Lot of experiences 

Healthy environment Friendly environment 
Inclusive, and inspiring 
environment 

Sense of belonging  

Peaceful environment Peaceful and 
harmonious 

 Fun-filled 
 less satisfied 

Inclusivity and 
Diversity 

Accommodating and 
friendly environment 

Accepts diversity  

Non-toxic society Welcoming and calming  
Access to education and 
social support 

Discriminating  

Fair learning environment  
Comfortable and inclusive  

Quality of Physical 
Environment/Facilities   

Conducive to learning Clean and organized 
Adjustable/flexible 
environment 

Environmentally 
friendly 

Equipped for learning Safe, comfortable, and 
conducive to learning 

Appropriate facilities Uneven classroom 
quality 

 Subjects 
Engagement and Easy, Interesting, and Fun and full of learning 
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Themes Expectations �± Codes Actual Experiences �±
Codes 

application Productive 
Develop Critical Thinking Interconnected learning 
Deep understanding of 
engaged citizenship 

fostered experience-
based critical thinking  

 useful in profession 
 Memorable learning 
 Helpful  
 Remarkable  

Difficulty and 
Challenges 

Hard and challenging Hard and challenging  
Broad field Time-consuming 
Deep connections Heavy memorization 
language mismatched difficult yet enjoyable 
 Fulfilling  

 
Expectations and actual experiences towards 
instructors/professors  
Teaching approach and competency. Students emphasized the 
importance of content mastery and knowledgeability in Social Studies 
instructors/professors. Many participants (e.g., P2, P14, P10, P27, and 
P13) expected their instructors/professors to master the lessons. P2 
says they should be �³intelligent and have mastered already the lessons 
and topics.�  ́P10 and P27 also expected that �³they are well-versed in 
their respective fields�  ́ and �³Possess great skills, knowledge, and 
values,�  ́ respectively. Similarly, participants expected that 
instructors/professors possess the necessary understanding of social 
studies. They said their instructors/professors must be knowledgeable 
(P1, P23, P19, P7, P8 and P11). For instance, P7 anticipated them �³To 
be knowledgeable in everything because social studies is a broad 
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�´���� �&�R�Q�V�L�Vtent with their actual experiences, most participants 
said that their instructors/professors offered productive and meaningful 
learning (P2, P27, P18, P17, P6, P25, P21, and P22). This is apparent 
in the words of the participants, i.e., �³So far I experience productive 
learning and interesting in thei�U�� �O�H�V�V�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�´���± �3������ �³�7�K�H��
performance of the instructors exceeded my expectations that is why I 
had a meaningful learning experience with them.�  ́ �± P27; and �³They 
allowed us to learn and express our thoughts.�  ́ �± P25. Other 
participants�¶ actual experiences included instructors/professors�¶ setting 
high standards of learning and the manifestation of being experienced 
and knowledgeable. Four of the participants expressed the latter; for 
example, they said, �³They were also skilled at expressing concepts and 
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instructions, which I found to be quite important�  ́�± P5; �³Most of them 
are experienced and have relevant knowledge of their fields of 
expertise.�  ́- P10.  
 

Teacher-student relationship and professional conduct  
There are many expectations students have in terms of their 
relationship with their instructors/professors. For instance, P17, P5, 
P22, P25, and P8 aspired that they would be provided with inclusive 
learning environment���� �3���� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���� �³�7�K�H�\�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �F�U�H�Dte a respectful 
and inclusive learning environment, valuing students' input and diverse 
�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���´�� �3������ �D�O�V�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���� �³�7�K�H�\�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �E�H�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�R�U��
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�
���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�D�L�U���L�Q���W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���´  

While participants expected positive relationships among their 
instructors/professors, they confirmed it in most of their experiences, 
showed approachability and friendliness (P5, P8, P16, P12, P25), and 
showed empathetic professionalism and dedication (P19, P13, P26, 
and P3). Being approachable and friendly, P5, expressed, �³Major 
subject instructors were approachable� .́ Further, P8 and P12 uttered 
related words, �³During my college years, I am so thankful to all my 
instructors, especially on major subjects because they are 
approachable,�  ́and �³Other instructors became good friends with whom 
we can share our dilemmas, especially during the FLS modality where 
most students had been really struggling with their studies,�  ́
respectively. The Dedication and empathy of instructors/professors are 
shown when P13 said, �³They are kind, understanding, and competent.�  ́
P26 supported it and expressed, �³Some teachers really exerted effort to 
impart knowledge to us, Social Studies students.�  ́However, P7 related 
to experience discrimination, as expressed in these words, 
�³Discrimination because I don�¶t answer her questions, every time, she 
calls me I cannot answer. So she thinks I'm stupid.�´�� 
 

Expectations and actual experiences towards administration  
Academic quality and support  
Most participants expected that the school administration should be 
open and supportive to students (P2, P22, P26, P19, P23) and that they 
are provided with a high-standard education (P1, P14, P3, P18) 
concerning them. �2�Q�H�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�,�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O��
administration will provide the things needed for the school and for the 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�´�����3���������$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����³�7�R���E�H���P�R�U�H���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D��
�F�R�Q�G�X�F�L�Y�H�� �D�U�H�D�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q�´�� ���3���������� �0�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�P�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H��
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administration would be more approachable and supportive of their 
needs without undermining education standards, as expressed by P14, 
�³They will impose such standard in educating the students to value 
education for a greater deal.�´�� 

Generally, the participants had positive experiences in the school 
administration. The administration provided fun learning, an organized 
and conducive learning environment, ensured student safety and 
security, strived to improve instructional quality, provided smooth and 
organized transactions, provided financial and personal growth 
opportunities, and supported holistic student development. However, 
some expressed partial satisfaction, such as having experienced limited 
support for online learning and being slightly satisfied overall. For 
instance, P23 expressed, �³Some instructors are not able to assist or do 
some follow-ups, especially online,�  ́ while P2 said, �³So far, I 
experienced a little bit of satisfaction.�  ́ 

 

Administration and professional conduct  
Students expected that the administration should possess good 
management skills and be well-mannered. This is evident when one 
student related that he expected the administration to have �³good 
managerial skills�  ́(P6) while the other aspired to be �³well-�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�H�G�´ 
(P13). Among the participants�¶ experiences, they mostly shared that 
the administration�¶s performance is acceptable. P16, P18, and P20�¶s 
words were evident. For �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �D�V�N�H�G���� �3������ �V�D�L�G���� �³The school 
administration was totally okay,�  ́ and P20 supported it, �³�,t�¶s good 
enough.�  ́ P13 supported the experience of empathy and dedication 
among their instructors by expressing that the administration was 
�³kind, understanding, and competent.�  ́ 
 

Expectations and actual experiences towards school environment  
Quality of social environment  
The majority of the students wanted the social environment to be safe, 
secure, friendly, and supportive for students (P2, P5, P17, P25, and 
P15). �7�K�L�V���L�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���L�Q���R�Q�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W���Z�K�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����³�,���H�[�S�H�F�W���D���V�D�I�H��
and secure environment where I can focus on learning without fear of 
�K�D�U�P�� �R�U�� �G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�´�� ���3�������� �6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �R�Q�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G���� �³�7�K�H school 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�� �I�X�Q���� �V�D�I�H���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H�´�� ���3���������� �7�K�H�\��
received a friendly environment based on their actual experiences (P15, 
P22 and P25). P25 said, �³The school environment is fun yet friendly 
since students from different departments interact with each other.�  ́
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Fun-filled is another experience of the participants such as P8 and P23 
who said, �³JRMSU is a fun institution, especially during acquaintance 
party, students�¶ fest, and foundation week�  ́and �³Exciting, challenging, 
and fun,�  ́respectively.  
 

Inclusivity and diversity  
Many participants expected a comfortable and inclusive environment 
as significant (P18, P19, P23, and P26), while others aspired for an 
accommodating and friendly environment, a non-toxic society, access 
to education and social support, and a fair learning environment. Two 
participants said about their expectations of the school environment, 
such as P18, �³accommodating environment to make students 
comfortable,�  ́and P26, �³I am expecting that the school environment is 
very pleasant and diverse towards the differences of every student.�  ́
From their expectations, they experienced an environment that accepts 
diversity, welcoming and calming (P26 and P14). However, P7 related 
that she experienced discrimination.  
 

Quality of physical environment/Facilities  
Among the participant�¶s expectations towards the physical 
environment/facilities, they mostly expected it to be conducive to 
learning (P9, P10, P13, P21, and P27), aside from being a flexible 
environment equipped for learning and appropriate facilities. An 
environment conducive to learning is evident in P9, expecting that �³the 
school will be conducive for learning as well as it will help social 
studies students love the subject.�´��As expected, most participants 
experienced a safe, comfortable, and conducive learning environment 
���3�������� �3������ �3������ �3�������� �D�Q�G���3���������� �7�R�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�H���L�W���� �3������ �V�D�L�G���� �³�0�\�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
back then was that the school environment was conducive for learning 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�� �P�H�W�� �R�X�U�� �Q�H�H�G�V���´�� �,�Q�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���� �3������ �F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G�� �L�W����
�³�6�Fhool environment is very conducive for learning and is free from 
�K�D�U�P���´���2�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D��clean and organized (P5-
�³�&�O�H�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�O�O-�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �F�D�P�S�X�V�´���� �D�Q�G��environmentally friendly 
(P16-�³�«�� �,�� �F�D�Q�� �V�D�\�� �L�W���L�V�� �D�Q�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�´������ �$�P�L�G�V�W��
the positive experience, P10, P20, and P27 expressed dissatisfaction 
with the quality of the physical environment (uneven classroom 
quality). P10 related, �³Most classrooms are suitable for teaching, but 
some are not encouraging for learning.�  ́ In support, P27 iterated, 
�³Some classrooms are not well-ventilated, but motivation and quality 
teaching compensate for the issues.�´�� 
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Expectations and actual experiences towards subjects  
Engagement and application  
Aside from the participants�¶ expectations in their subjects, such as 
developing critical thinking and a deep understanding of engaged 
citizenship, they usually expected that they must be easy, enjoyable, 
and productive (P21, P2, P22, P25, P11, and P23). The words of P2 
and P25 describe this expectation, �³I expect that the subject and lesson 
shall be more funny and interesting at the same time more productive 
of learning�  ́and �³The subject would be easy to understand for us, the 
students, to clearly comprehend what was the subject all about� ,́ 
respectively. On the other hand, P5 expects to develop critical thinking 
as expressed in the words, �³I expect that social studies will develop my 
ability to critically assess and evaluate facts, events, and historical 
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�«�´�� 

In consonance, most participants confirmed that fun subjects were 
full of learning (P2, P9, P16, and P11) and fostered experience-based 
critical thinking (P8, P19).For example, P2 shared about subjects, 
�³�)�X�Q�Q�\���� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �I�X�O�O�� �R�I�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �3������ �K�D�V�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U��
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���� �³�, admit, I won't get tired of listening to or attending 
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���´  
 

Difficulty and challenges  
Most participants expected the social studies subjects to be hard and 
challenging (P3, P6, P1, P13, P15, P16, P17, P19, P20, P12, P4, P26, 
and P27), followed by social studies as a broad field (P14, P17, P10, 
and P24). Social studies being difficult is expressed in the words of 
P16, �³Before enrolling in the subject, I know this is a difficult one.�  ́
This is supported by P26, who said, �³My expectations with the subjects 
�D�U�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �K�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���´ Being a broad subject is evident in 
P17, who expressed, �³Social Studies is a very broad subject, and I also 
think that this program involves everything�  ́since it covered a wide 
area of study as confirmed by P10�¶s expectation, �³From fundamental 
to broadest. The subjects begin with general knowledge, and then 
move to specific, but more likely a broader one.�  ́ 

Indeed, the participants experienced social studies subjects to be 
hard and challenging (P1, P6, P7, P15, P26, P26, P3, and P12). For 
instance, P7 said, �³It�¶s very difficult to understand because there are a 
lot of numbers to be solved, especially in our economics class.�  ́
However, they see positive sides among their instructors/professors, 
and P26 confirmed it: �³The subjects were quite hard, but with the help 
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and guidance of teachers, I understood well.�  ́Similarly, P25 said, �³The 
subjects are quite not easy, but the instructors helped us to understand 
further about all the topics we will be tackling.�´�� 

As a whole, 66.66% (18) of the participants met their expectations 
towards their instructors/professors, school administration, and school 
environment, while 70.37% (19) for subjects. Very few of them have 
unmet expectations towards instructors/professors (14.81%), school 
environment (11.11%), subjects (7.41%), and school administration 
(3.71%).  

 

Matching expectations with actual experiences and its trend on 
passing licensure examination  
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Figures 1-4 show that most participants whose expectations met with 
their actual experiences with their instructors/professors, school 
administration, school environment, and subjects passed the LET. 
Generally, it is followed by those who have partially met expectations.  

Figure 2 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with school 

administration and licensure examination 

Figure 1 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with instructors 

and professors and licensure examination 

 

Figure 4 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with 

subjects and licensure examination 
 

Figure 3 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with social 

environment and licensure examination 
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Matching expectations with actual experiences and its trend on 
GPA  
 

Figure 5 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences and GPA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regarding the trends in their GPAs, Figure 5 presents that most 
participants whose expectations met with their actual experiences have 
GPAs between 1.1 and 1.6. In the JRMSU grading system, 1.1 equals 
97-98% (very good), and 1.6 is 89% (good).  
 

Matching expectations with actual experiences and its trend on 
types of student  
 

 Figure 6 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with instructors 

and professors and type of student   
 

Figure 7 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with school  

administration and type of student   
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Among the participants, most full-time students met their expectations 
among their instructors/professors (Figure 6), and less than a quarter 
of those working students also met their expectations (22.22%). This 
trend is similar to other dimensions where most full-time students met 
their expectations on the school administration, school environment, 
and subjects (Figures 7-9). In contrast, less than a quarter of working 
students met their expectations as well (14.81%).  
 
Matching expectations with actual experiences and its trend on 
who influenced taking Social Studies  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with school 

environment and type of student   
 

Figure 9 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with subjects  

and type of student   
 

Figure 10 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with instructors and professors and choice factor   

Figure 11 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with School administration and choice factor   
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Figures 10-13 show that those who mostly met their expectations 
among their instructors/professors, school administration, school 
environment, and subjects have chosen BSEd-Social Studies on their 
own (6, 8, 6, and 8, respectively) followed by those whom their 
teachers influenced in elementary and secondary school. However, 
most students with unmet expectations of their school environment 
and subjectbelonged to those who chose BSEd-Social Studies due to 
their teachers (2 and 3, respectively).  
 
Matching expectations with actual experiences and its trend on 
family monthly income  
 

 

Figure 12 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with school environment and choice factor   

 

Figure 13 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with subjects and choice factor   

 

Figure 14 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with 

instructors and professors and family income 
 

Figure 15 
Expectations vs. Actual experiences with school 

administration and family income 
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The trend in Figures 14-17 shows that those with a family monthly 
income of PhP.6,000.00 and below and PhP.24,001.00-PhP.30,000.00 
mostly met their expectations. However, those with the most unmet 
expectations, ranging from 1 to 3 participants, also had a family 
income of PhP 6,000.00 and below.  
 

Discussions  
BSEd in Social Studies students�¶ expectations portray the need for 
instructors/professors to be knowledgeable and master of the subjects 
they handle, especially since social studies are broad in scope. Hence, 
those handling them must have a wide array of experiences. This 
requires competencies to connect various disciplines in social studies 
to create a whole picture of society. They no longer abide by the idea 
that social studies subjects are more on rote learning about historical 
facts; instead, they emphasize that these facts also have practical 
applications for more meaningful learning. Students do not appreciate 
learning unless they see its practical application in their profession and 
daily lives. This calls for instructors/professors to have enough 
experience to concretize abstract concepts so that students can better 
appreciate the courses. With high expectations among 
instructors/professors, their readiness is a crucial element in the 
teaching effectiveness for students' success (Lynch et al. 2017), with 
subjects under social studies described as broad and interdisciplinary. 
This is why students have similar perceptions that social studies cover 
broad topics and interdisciplinary approaches, which can be hard 
without effective teaching strategies among instructors/professors. 
Corollary, students consider it crucial for instructors/professors to be 
inclusive and approachable in their approach to learning, being the 
bearers of a deeper understanding of society. This calls for flexible 
and adaptable teaching strategies based on the needs of the students. 
Consequently, discrimination has no room in social studies. Based on 
the results, students�¶ expectations are not far from their actual 
experiences, noting that their instructors/professors set high standards 
in learning, were knowledgeable, experienced, and provided 
meaningful learning. However, there were unmet expectations 
regarding the quality of the social environment due to some 
unconducive classrooms. Similarly, Tomlinson et al. (2022) revealed 
that students have high expectations of their teachers, specifically 
regarding access and resources. Hence, they emphasized the need to 
have information on preconceived ideas about the university�¶s 
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teaching-learning and the provision of encouraging experience. The 
discrepancy between expectations and what was delivered by the 
institution requires that students be active participants during 
curriculum development (Mamica & Mazur 2020).  

The school administration is seen as responsible for maintaining 
positive teaching-learning experiences by being open and supportive 
of students�¶ diverse needs and ensuring a safe and friendly 
environment. From this, students accentuated management 
competencies in the performance of their responsibilities. Expectedly, 
that the school administration carries the burden of providing 
conducive and well-equipped facilities, mostly realized. They are 
being looked up to with high regard, and failure to meet expectations 
results in students' negative experiences. This calls for school leaders 
to be ready to use every resource to achieve their agenda, as it can 
impact students' achievement. Accountable leaders should focus on 
aligning every school aspect to support improvement (Yeigh et al. 
2018).  

While the majority have met expectations in the four areas, 
indicating the institution�¶s ability to provide for the needs of the 
students, it is also noteworthy to consider that the highest unmet 
expectations belonged to instructors/professors, while the partially met 
expectations were higher for the school administration, school 
environment, and subjects. This can be attributed to diverse teaching 
strategies employed by teachers exacerbated by students�¶ differences.  

Closing the gap between students' expectations and experience is 
critical for meaningful learning experiences. The trend of whether 
their actual experiences met or unmet their expectations when grouped 
by their background can be a predictor for the school administration to 
improve students�¶ experiences for quality learning. The results show 
that those who have met expectations are highly likely to pass the 
licensure examination for teachers (LET), with grades between good 
and very good. Students�¶ expectations at play can impact their 
achievement and engagement (Tomlinson et al. 2022). Being a full-
time and working student is also a crucial consideration for the 
administration�¶s decision-making as the groups have varying 
expectations, whereas full-time students usually have realistic 
expectations among their instructors/professors, administration, school 
environment, and subjects. Furthermore, a disparity between students�¶ 
expectations and reality results in motivational changes crucial for 
academic sustainability (Mao et al. 2022).  
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Factors in the choice of specialization (Social Studies) also enter 
the context where students have chosen their specialization, and those 
guided by their teachers in basic education have more realistic 
expectations than their counterparts. This highlights that independent 
and guided students are more likely to understand the educational 
context better. Income can also be a predictor; those in the lowest 
income bracket have more explicit expectations than those in the 
middle-income bracket. With financial limitations, they deal with 
realistic expectations to avoid financial waste.  

 

Conclusions  
Though students have high expectations towards 
instructors/professors, school administration, environment, and 
subjects, these were mostly met. It supports the idea that JRMSU has a 
better way of meeting the expectations of its students. Despite 
minimal partially met, mixed, and unmet expectations, these were 
because of a different positive experienced and negative expectations 
were met with desirable experiences. Meeting students�¶ expectations 
can potentially produce positive results in the LET grades. In contrast, 
those with practical expectations come from full-time student status 
and consider personal decisions and teachers�¶ guidance in selecting 
social studies as a specialization, as well as those in the lowest income 
bracket. JRMSU can consider other students�¶ perspectives during 
�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P�� �U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶�� �Z�H�O�I�D�U�H�� �D�Q�G��
learning experiences, and college orientation to close the gap between 
expectations and actual experiences, specifically those with lower 
grades and part-time status.  
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Abstract:  Since the onset of the current democratic experimentation in 
Nigeria in 1999, the authorities have continued to deploy the military on 
routine internal security duties. This is evident in the various internal military 
operations (IMOs) and preponderance of military checkpoints, especially in 
the Southeast geopolitical zone of the country comprising Abia, Anambra, 
Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo states. The practice has served as an enabler of 
undemocratic tendencies in the southeast, provoking insecurity. Meanwhile, 
extant explanations of the security conundrum in the southeast have revolved 
around securitisation analysis, frustration-aggression thesis, elite politics, and 
leadership failure. In the process, scant attention has been paid to the 
phenomenon of militarised democracy and its implications for insecurity in 
the zone. Using a documentary approach and anchoring analysis on the 
theoretical frame of authoritarianism, this study argues that the militarisation 
of the democratic space in the southeast, which is home to the Igbo ethnic 
group, springs from the overall nature and character of politics in Nigeria, 
which has tended to privilege militarising tendencies over democratic ethos 
such as negotiation, compromise, and accommodation. It further argues that 
this proclivity is due in part to vestiges of dictatorship inherited from 
colonialism, but is also partly a result of embedded ethic animosities arising 
�I�U�R�P�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�� �S�R�V�W-independence history. It concludes that until 
the political class purges itself of militaristic tendencies and imbibes 
cherished democratic values of tolerance and pluralism, insecurity in the 
southeast shall continue to fester as an inevitable consequence of the 
militarisation of the zone.  
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Background to the study  
Although Nigeria returned to democratisation in 1999, the persistence 
of the dominant class to resolve political conflict through the coercive 
apparatus of the state rather than discussion and compromise, as the 
ethos that underpins democratic practice around the world has given 
rise to the phenomenon of militarised democracy, which has, in turn, 
fostered insecurity, especially in the southeastern zone of the country. 
Militari sed democracy refers to the undue involvement of the military 
apparatus in resolving or suppressing disputes arising from differences 
among political actors on the appropriate manner of conducting 
democratic business. It denotes the culture of authoritarianism in 
politics (Adewumi 2022). It also connotes the state's public policy 
�U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �³�Z�D�U-prone policies�´�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �L�Q�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D, where the 
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �F�L�Y�L�O�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�V�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�Lsed (Ibid.). 
Militari sed democracy, therefore, conjures the image of using the 
military to sabotage the democratic process rather than its 
constitutional role of guaranteeing the process (Nacla Editor 2023). As 
a result of this inclination, civil activism, �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶�� �S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V�� �W�R��
ventilate their views on the manner the state handles its public affairs, 
is always criminalized (Asogwa et al. 2024). Criminalization refers to 
the process by which behaviours and individuals are transformed into 
crimes and criminals (Michalowski 2010) through legislation or the 
pronouncements of courts, which label as crimes previously legitimate 
actions. Against this background, Aaronson and Shaffer (2021, 4) 
define criminalisation as a set of processes through which actors 
construct legal norms that label certain activities as crimes.  

Security, on the other hand, can be comprehended from a 
multidimensional approach, connoting a stable a�Q�G�� �³�U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
predictable environment in which an individual or group may pursue 
its ends without disruption or harm and fear of such disturbances or 
�L�Q�M�X�U�\�´�� ���)�L�V�F�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �*�U�H�H�Q�� ������������ ���������� �,�W�� �K�D�V�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �F�R�P�H�� �W�R��
represent public security, which includes the security of private 
individuals and their property as well as the safety of communal 
livelihood (Brooks 2009). The absence of the aforementioned metrics 
constitutes insecurity. Before the return of democratic practice in 
Nigeria, the dominant manifestations of insecurity in southeastern 
Nigeria were cultism-related disturbances, daredevil armed robbery by 
the unemployed category of the youth, inter-communal clashes, and 
contestations over land ownership. In all these scenarios, the military 
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played a strategic role in countering and maintaining public order in 
the polity (EASO, 2018).  

Presently the security challenges across the country revolve around 
political conflicts, the activities of violent non-state actors such as the 
Islamic insurgency in the northeast, armed banditry in the northwest, 
and the separatist movement in the southeast, southwest, and south-
south Nigeria as well as the menace of kidnappings, armed robbery, 
cultism, and human trafficking (Alumona 2019; EASO 2022). This is 
in addition to systematic violence against civilians. Armed Conflict 
Location and Event Data (ACLED) conceptualise �³�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�´�� �D�V�� �³�G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�H�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�� �D�F�W�V�� �S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�Q�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
political group such as a rebel, militia, or government force against 
unarmed non-�F�R�P�E�D�W�D�Q�W�V�«���� �W�K�H�V�H�� �F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �K�D�U�P�� �R�U�� �N�L�O�O��
�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G���«�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�����V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J�����W�R�U�W�X�U�H�����U�D�S�H�����P�X�W�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q����
etc (EASO 2018, 12). Based on the aggregate activities of these non-
state actors, the Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2019 placed Nigeria in 
the third spot around the world, taking into cognizance the number of 
deaths related to terrorism. Although the number has witnessed a 
drastic reduction in 2020, moving from 89 % in 2019 to 31% in 2020, 
the reduction suffers from sustainability challenges as Nigeria climbed 
to 8th spot out of the top nations with the most severe terrorism issues 
across the globe in 2020 (EASO 2022; GTI, 2023).  

In fact, both the Fragile State Index (2019 and the Global Peace 
Index 2020 ranked Nigeria in a state of alert due to the intensity of 
�L�Q�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���� �$�P�L�G�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �W�R�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V��
internal safety, the Nigerian police, constitutionally empowered with 
the duty of providing security, have been deemed inadequate 
(Alumona 2019).  

In the face of mounting insecurity across the country, the political 
leaders have invoked an innocuous provision in the 1999 Nigerian 
�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�V�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �W�R�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �³�V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V��
insurrection and act in aid of civil authorities to restore order when 
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �X�S�R�Q�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �V�R�´�� ��The Republic 2019, 1) and have continued to 
deploy the military even where more democratic tools would have 
been more appropriate. Between 1999 and 2023, more than 18 military 
operations were authorized across the Nigerian federation, including 
Operation Iron Fence and Operation Python Dance in southeastern 
�1�L�J�H�U�L�D���R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�E�O�\���W�R���T�X�H�O�O���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���³�D�U�P�H�G���U�R�E�E�H�U�V�����K�R�R�O�L�J�D�Q�V����
�N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�� �V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�� �D�J�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� ���0�R�P�R�G�X�� ��������, 431) 
but also to suppress non-violent protests against marginalization and 
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agitations for self-determination. In the process, the soldiers have also 
served as shields to the electoral infrastructure and election 
management in the entire Nigerian federation. In Anambra state, where 
an off-season gubernatorial election took place in 2021, a total of 
50,000 troops that included the army, police, and para-military police 
were deployed, while in the 2023 off-season governorship election in 
Imo state, 2,300 military personnel were deployed (Omeihe 2021; 
Ugwu 2023). Such a massive deployment of the military in civil 
elections sent ominous signals to prospective voters and so negatively 
impacted popular participation in the elections.  

The military has also been involved in resolving inter-communal 
clashes, such as the land ownership contestations between Aguleri and 
Umuleri in southeastern Nigeria (Momodu 2018). In the course of 
these interventions, numerous allegations of human rights abuses, 
including the extra-judicial disappearance of those they are meant to 
protect, have been levelled against the military. This has sometimes 
elicited uncivil responses from members of the public to counter 
military suppression (Animaswun 2013). Against this background, 
�1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�Kam, reckless, hybrid, 
�D�Q�G���³�D���W�U�D�S�S�H�G���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�´�����2�Z�R�O�D�E�L���D�Q�G���$�M�D�O�D���������������� �*�L�Y�H�Q��
the seeming proclivity of the elite towards appropriating electoral 
victory through the bullets rather than the ballots and the prioritizing of 
the security of the state actors above that of the citizenry, thereby 
abandoning its primary responsibility to its citizens, it is not out of the 
place that the militarised democratic polity might have tended to 
engender insecurity in parts of the country (Ariye 2021, 32).  

A plethora of explanations have been provided by scholars of civil-
military relationships (Huntington 1957; Janowitz 1960) on the right 
mix of military presence that is tolerable in a democratic polity. The 
Huntington civil-military scholarship drew inspiration from the liberal 
theory and the civic republican theory of the role of the military in 
ensuring that sovereign states provide security for the citizens in a 
liberal state (Ibid.). These scholars contend that the military is part and 
parcel of society and that a stable society cannot be guaranteed without 
the support of the army, but with a caveat that a proper distinction 
should be made as to areas that constitute the military sphere (Ibid.). 
Others saw military intervention in third-�Z�R�U�O�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�V���³�D��potential 
�D�O�O�\�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �Z�D�U�I�D�U�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�L�V�P��
across the satellite states (Lukham 1994). After questioning the 
�L�P�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �G�H�O�L�Q�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �V�S�K�H�U�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �³�W�K�H�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G��
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�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �V�S�K�H�U�H�´�� �D�Q�G��Janowitz's �³�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q-sold�L�H�U�� �L�G�H�D�O�´���� �%�X�U�N�� ����������, 
15) goes ahead to show that there are still gaps in measuring the 
civilian-military relationship. Some neo-Marxian scholars have looked 
in the direction of the character of the postcolonial state and 
securitization analyses in the explication of the dominance of the 
military in the third-world democracy (Masunungure 2011; Eriksson 
and Verweijen 2018). In respect of the current spate of insecurity in 
Southeastern Nigeria, analysts such as Onu et al. (2022), Nwangwu et 
al. (2020), and Nwangwu (2023) have all made attempts to link the 
security crisis in Southeastern Nigeria with the government�¶s 
repressive character of opposing voices. Nevertheless, extant analyses 
have failed to identify the concrete manner in which the state has 
militarised the democratic space in southeastern Nigeria and how this 
phenomenon has enabled the environment of insecurity.  

Taking this as our point of departure, this study sets out to 
interrogate the impact of militarizing the democratic space on the 
security situation in southeastern Nigeria. This work is partitioned into 
six segments. Following the introduction is the second segment that 
deals with the methodology, while the third part will focus attention on 
the theoretical framework adopted in the study. Both the fourth and 
fifth parts will focus on the empirical presentations of the 
militarization of the democratic space and the concluding remarks, 
respectively.  
 

Methodology  
The study adopted a documentary approach for data collection. A 
documentary method of data collection enabled the researchers to 
access much of the secondary data relevant to the study through the 
desk review and analysis of relevant scholarly materials, journal 
papers, institutional reports, and policy briefs such as the Institute for 
Peace and Security Studies Policy briefs on managing security threats 
in Africa, Reports of UNO Special Rapporteurs on the promotion of 
human rights, Nextier SPD conflict Trends report on Nigeria,  Multi-
Stakeholder Consultative reports as well as a synthesis of Armed 
Conflict Location and Event Data (ACLED) and European Asylum 
Support Office (EASO) data set on insecurity situation in southeastern 
Nigeria. The choice of this methodology is a result of the permanent 
nature of the data, which can be subjected to re-analysis and is also 
less expensive. A qualitative descriptive method was applied in 
describing and analysing all the information and data generated in the 
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study, alongside the use of charts, tables, figures, and graphs to depict 
the patterns regarding the effects of the militarization of the political 
environment on insecurity in southeastern Nigeria.  
 

Theorising militari sing democracy and spiralling  security 
challenges in Southeastern Nigeria: A theoretical analysis  
Scholars have deployed various theories to explain the security 
challenges in southeastern Nigeria. Some of these theories have 
revolved around the frustration-aggression thesis, elite explanation, 
postcolonial state, and securitisation analyses (Igbini 2020; Adeosun 
2021). As informative as these theories are, they are unable to provide 
satisfactory insight into the state militarization of southern Nigeria in a 
supposedly democratic environment. The authoritarianism framework, 
therefore, has a utilitarian value in providing enlightenment in that 
regard.  The genealogy of the authoritarian thesis is associated with the 
scholarly works of Juan Linz (1964, 1973), Davenport (1995, 2000), 
Glasius (2000), Svolik (2012), and Przeworski (2023).  

In the pioneering scholarly work of Linz (1964), an authoritarian 
political system is deemed to thrive in the constraining of political 
pluralism and the promotion of minimal political engagement. It is also 
a system that privileges the flourishing of political cliques and the 
undue privileges assigned to the apparatus of the military. Linz 
�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �G�H�I�L�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �D�V�� �³�D�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �Z�L�W�K��
limited, not responsible, political pluralism, without elaborate and 
guiding ideology, but with distinctive mentalities, without extensive 
nor intensive political mobilisation except at some points in their 
development, and in which a leader or occasionally a small group 
exercises power within formally ill-�G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�� �E�X�W�«���� �T�X�L�W�H�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�O�H��
�R�Q�H�V�´�����/�L�Q�] 2000, 1�����������2�¶�'�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�����������������V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���F�O�L�Tues try 
as much as they can to exclude almost the majority of the people from 
political decision-making. More fundamentally, while its presence is 
magnified in military regimes, it is also found in multiparty 
democracies. In such a scenario, pro-government political parties are 
allowed to flourish while opposition political parties are repressed in 
electoral contests and are therefore branded as anti-regime 
organizations (Przeworski et al. 2000; Svolik 2012).  

Davenport (2007) posits that as time goes on, the suppression of 
anti-regime activities gets to the level of state repression, manifesting 
in torture, mass killing, and restrictions of civil liberties of people, 
such as arrests, bans, curfew, and limitations of expressions, assembly, 
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associations, and beliefs. Given the non-autonomy of the state 
institutions in postcolonial Africa (Ake 1985), it is not surprising that 
all the institutions that approximate the existence of the state, such as 
the army, Nigerian police, and other uniform professional managers of 
violence, are mobilised to pursue the goals of the state (Nwangwu 
2023). As the democratic state relies more and more upon suppression 
and the resolution of political conflicts, cultures associated with 
democracy, such as discussion and compromise, are abandoned, thus 
giving way to a militarised polity. It is therefore not surprising that 
Nigeria ranks high in human rights abuse from 1999 to the present 
period, especially in southeastern Nigeria (Ibeanu et al. 2016; 
Nwangwu 2023). As the Nigerian state continued on the path of 
repressing the democratic rights of the people of southeastern Nigeria, 
there was a deployment of soldiers in an internal security matter of the 
state.  

The deployment of Operation Python Dance in the southeastern no 
doubt, appeared to have provided the impetus for the emergence of the 
Eastern Security Network (ESN), which is alleged to serve as the 
armed branch of the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB).  As the state 
increased its highhandedness in attacking legitimate organizations such 
as IPOB, the organization's tactics immediately transitioned from 
aggressive and confrontational rhetoric to targeting government 
facilities like police stations, officers, and the assets of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, as well as other emblems of Nigeria�¶s 
sovereignty such as military and police outposts (Asogwa et al. 2024). 
Between 2021 and 2023, Nigeria witnessed the death of 965 military 
and police officers in southeastern Nigeria, with IPOB and the 
Unknown Gunmen being implicated in the deaths of 344 officers in 
southeastern Nigeria (Asogwa et al. 2024). Many high-profile 
individuals also lost their lives in southeastern Nigeria as a result of the 
deteriorating security situation in southeastern Nigeria (Akinyetun et 
al. 2023).  
 

Histori sation of militari s�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �L�Q�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �)�R�X�U�W�K��
Republic: The Olusegun Obasanjo administration and 
militari sation of Southeastern Nigeria  
Claude Ake (1996) noted that the fundamental rationale undergirding 
�1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �D�J�H�Q�G�D�� �R�I�� �G�H�Y�H�O�Rpment, in which security occupies a 
strategic place, is the high premium placed on politics and the culture 
of authoritarianism by the political actors. Authoritarianism thrives 
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within a particular setting: the alliance between the autocrat and his 
governing collaborators (Slovik 2012). Their modus Operandi is the 
trampling of the laid-down rules (Davenport 2007). As a game that 
flourishes in the rule of law (�2�¶�'�R�Q�Q�H�O�O 2004), attackers of the 
democratic edifice surreptitiously uproot the referees of these 
democratic games. During the period that Olusegun Obasanjo piloted 
the affairs of Nigeria, he manifested a disdainful attitude toward the 
rule of the democratic game (Ariye et al. 2012), by declaring that the 
�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�� �³�G�R�� �R�U�� �G�L�H�� �D�I�I�D�L�U�´�� ���:�X�D�P�� �D�Q�G��
Vaaseh 2012, 186). As a political battle, the 2003 election that he 
supervised witnessed the overwhelming deployment of security 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���D�Q�G���D�U�P�H�G���W�K�X�J�V���W�R���µ�V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�¶���Y�R�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���R�I��South-
East Nigeria. It was warfare politics as the president promised (Ibid, 
186-204). In one of the subaltern communities in the Igbo-Eze North 
Local Government Area of Enugu state, the All-Nigerian Peoples Party 
(ANPP) flagbearer, Fidel Ayogu, lost his Mopol Escort Commander, 
among others, due to the seemingly compromised security personnel 
who superintend the election in favour of the reigning political power 
(Ugwuja 2015). The invasion of Enugu Ezike by the Enugu State 
Government agents was not only outlandish but also preposterous and 
against democratic ethos as well as their oath of office.  (Okoye 2012). 
Another part of southeastern Nigeria in which the administration of 
Olusegun Obasanjo appeared to have supervised the undermining of 
the democratic principles in coalition with his coalition was in 
Anambra state, in a case involving the executive Governor, Chris 
Ngige. Governor Chris Ngige was kidnapped by the coalitions in 
Anambra who alleged that he had reneged on the vow he made in front 
of his political sponsors, who perceived political support as an 
investment to be recouped after the election (Ariye et al. 2012). The 
major spectators in the Anambra debacle, Andy Uba, Chuma Nzeribe, 
and Oke Udeh, relied heavily on the instruments of the state, such as 
the police, to actualise their nefarious activities (Emordi et al. 2007). 
The Assistant Inspector General of Police (AIG), Raphael Ige, 
maintained that he was only obeying orders from above, evidently 
referring to the high authorities in the police echelon who were the 
appointees of the president of the country (Ariye et al. 2012). The 
presidency under Obasanjo trivialised the matter by branding it as a 
family affair and once referred to Uba, the major instigator of the 
crisis, as a young man who helped us to win the election in Anambra 
�V�W�D�W�H�´���� �+�H�� �Dlso reportedly ordered the Governor to negotiate with his 
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tormentors, thus prompting the former Governor of Anambra state, 
Chukwu Emeka Ezeife, �W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�R�U�G�H�U�V���W�R���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���$�Q�D�P�E�U�D��
�V�W�D�W�H�� �P�X�V�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�J�K�H�V�W�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �L�Q�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�´��
(Emordi et al. 2007). A more worrisome correlation between the 
presidency and the debacle was that the Governor was stripped of his 
security details for one full year, making him rely on the services of 
local militia (Ariye et al. 2012).  

These developments had far-reaching security implications in 
Anambra state. Apart from terrorising the office of the Governor, 
public infrastructure, such as the State Independent Electoral 
Commission (SIEC) complex in Awka, was damaged. Some sections 
of the governor's residence and office were also bombed with 
explosives. There were also civilian casualties and theft of belongings, 
aimed at falsely suggesting Ngige's failure as a leader (Emordi et al. 
2007; Popoola 2014). Given this backdrop, Ibeanu (2005) noted that 
�µ�W�K�H��spate of violence has increased since the 2003 general elections 
because many politicians are believed to have recruited young gangs 
�D�Q�G�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �R�S�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�¶�� ��Ibid, 36-56). Sadly 
enough, the 2003 general elections, the second in the process of 
�F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�L�Q�J�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �W�H�Q�X�R�X�V�� �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �P�D�Q�\�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�I��
military dictatorship, turned out to lay the foundation for unending 
electoral violence and security challenges in the South East. The 
refusal to follow the democratic path subsequently enthroned a climate 
of violence, specifically in Anambra state. Between January and 
September 2021 alone, 66 different kinds of violent events occurred in 
Anambra state, resulting in 170 casualties (KDI, 2021).  

The excessive power approach by the political class has dovetailed 
into unprecedented communal clashes between and among hitherto 
friendly neighbours in the South East. It is not unlikely that the 
Umuleri-Aguleri crises in Anambra State, as well as those of Ezza-
Ezillo in Ebonyi State, were the direct outcomes of the proliferation of 
SALW and the militarisation of elections in Nigeria. Weapons of 
violence have become glamorised as armed youths exploit every 
opportunity to unleash waves of mayhem, killings, robbery, and 
kidnappings for ransom on hapless and helpless citizens. For Nigeria, 
and indeed Igboland in particular, therefore, the recent increase in 
security issues is part of a broader history of political turmoil in its 
postcolonial kleptocracy, a political system that is unable to provide 
essential services, let alone hope for its people (Heerten & Moses 
2014).  
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Military engagement in internal security operations and the 
Escalation of insecurity in southeastern Nigeria  
Internal security is sometimes referred to as homeland security. It is 
conceptualised as the summation of security services carried out by 
interior security agents which includes all the organigrams of Police 
and other para-military organisations such as Immigration, Custom, 
Civil Defence Corps services, and others involved in the management 
�R�I���D�F�W�V���F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���H�U�R�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���R�U�G�H�U���V�X�F�K���D�V���³�U�L�R�W�V�����G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O�� �F�O�D�V�K�H�V���D�Q�G���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�´�����3�H�W�H�U�V�L�G�H����������, 1302). The 
power of the Police and other para-military organisations is derived 
from Sections 215 (3) and (4) respectively of the 1999 Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, which mandates them to provide 
security and order for the generality of the Nigerian population (1999 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria).  

Nevertheless, the Nigerian military organisation, whose primary 
responsibility entails the territorial protection of the state against 
external aggressors, has been immensely drafted by the Nigerian state 
�L�Q�W�R�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F��
experiment in 1999 (Okoli and Orinya 2013). Scholars have implicated 
the post-terrorism security re-engineering attacks on New York, 
Istanbul, and Madrid in the contemporary period as the external 
context that provided the impetus for the heightened intervention of the 
Army in the internal security of many countries across the world 
(Alumona et al. 2019). While Nigeria is not insulated from the vagaries 
of the effects of international terrorism, it thrives in authoritarianism, 
which negates following the path of constitutionalism. There have 
been various instances of riots and disorderliness that emanated from 
the public, which would have naturally demanded the deployment of 
the institution of internal security agents in its management, but rather 
than doing so, the Nigerian state has unleashed the full forces of the 
state on the ordinary people of southeastern Nigeria (See Table 1) 

 
�7�D�E�O�H���������7�U�H�Q�G�V���R�I���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶��institutions' engagement in internal security operations in 

Southeastern Nigeria and its fostering of insecurity 2005-2023  
 

Year State 
Institution  

Indicting 
Statement 

Violation of 
IPOB 
Members' 
Human 
Rights 

IPOB reaction Source 

November 
8, 2005 

Federal High 
Court 

MASSOB 
was given an 
illegal status 

The trial of 
the leaders of 
MASSOB 

Clashes with 
police over the 
detention of the 

2005, Law 
Global Hub, 
2005 



Militari sed democracy and its security challenges 

807 
 

without justice  leaders 
2014 The FGN Non-

dissolubility 
policy 
contravened 

Civil rights The Zionist 
movement 
was born 

Ibeanu et al. 
2016  

September 
15, 2017 

Nigerian Army IPOB was 
labelled a 
militant 
organisation 

 Operation 
Python Dance 
began with the 
arrest of IPOB 
members 

IPOB members 
resisted the 
arrest of Kanu 

UNO 
Rapporteur 
report 

September 
18 

Southeast 
Governors 
renounced 
IPOB 

Declared 
IPOB a 
terrorist 
organisation 

Increased 
suppression of 
civil rights 

Confrontation 
b/w IPOB & 
security men 

UNO 
Rapporteur 
report 

October, 17 Nigerian 
Army 

Arrest of 
Nnamdi Kanu 
for terrorism 
related 
charges 

Incarceration 
without trial 

 

Civil 
disobedience & 
community 
evangelism 

Nwangwu, 
2023 

18th January 
2018 

Federal High 
Court 

 security 
IPOB protest 
movements 
IPOB in Aba 
and Onitsha  

Breaches of 
fundamental 
human rights 

IPOB is 
resisting the 
persecution of 
the state 
 

UNO 
Rapporteur 
report 

January, 
2019 

Federal High 
Court 
revocation of 
�.�D�Q�X�¶�V���E�D�L�O 

The court 
proclaimed 
�.�D�Q�X�¶�V��
absence 
criminal 

Operation 
Python Dance 
II  continues 
operation in 
Abia state.  

IPOB members 
shielded the 
palace of 
�.�D�Q�X�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U 

Daily Sun, 3rd 
November 2019 

January 
2021 

The presidency The Nigerian 
Army's 
declaration of 
ESN as an 
illegal 
security outfit 

 ESN is alleged 
attacked police 
stations  

Nextier SPD 
Conflict Trends 
report on 
Nigeria, 2021-
2023 

 
Source: Adapted from Asogwa et al. 2024  

 

As reflected in Table 1 above, during the early years of the Fourth 
Republic in Nigeria, certain groups of individuals in southeastern 
Nigeria became dissatisfied with the central government of Nigeria due 
to their exclusion from the country's security apparatus (Nwangwu et 
al., 2020). This crop of dissatisfied groups responded to the exclusion 
from the security infrastructure of the Federal Republic of Nigeria by 
increasing their demands for exiting the Nigerian state as a separate 
entity (Nwosu 2021). It began with the formation of the Movement for 
the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB). With 
�0�$�6�6�2�%�¶�V�� �%�L�O�O�� �R�I�� �5�L�J�K�W�V�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
Organisation (UNO) in 1999, and declarations of an attempt to usurp 
the social responsibilities of the federal government (Okonta 2012).  
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After these declarations, many young men and women, both at 
home and abroad, enthusiastically identified with the dream of 
breaking away from Nigeria and began manifesting their loyalties to 
those at the helm of affairs of MASSOB. On August 26, 2004, the 
MASSOB called on all Igbo people in Nigeria, regardless of where 
they lived, to observe August 26 as Biafra Day. Business owners, 
artisanal and artisanal traders were ordered to stay indoors. Public 
service employees were ordered to observe a �³quiet moment�  ́in their 
offices to honour the Biafran people who died during the war. 
According to Okonta (2012), Biafra Day�¶�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �³�D�Q��
�R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�´��  

The federal government reacted negatively to the sit-at-home 
protests of MASSOB. The government described the activities of 
MASSOB as a betrayal of the Nigerian state. The government also 
accused MASSOB of plotting to disintegrate the country. According to 
the government, MASSOB was leading an insurrection. The then 
Attorney-General of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Mr. Akintola 
Olajuku (SAN), stated that MASSOB was pursuing a course of action 
that may lead to the disintegration of Nigeria (Aro and Ani 2017).  
Nigeria�¶s government quickly observed that both the contents of the 
MASSOB declaration and its six points demand, as well as the Sit-at-
Home order, questioned Section 2(1) of the 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, as amended, which specifically described 
Nigeria as one indivisible and indissoluble sovereign state that is called 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  

Following this, the Federal Government of Nigeria declared 
MASSOB an unlawful organisation and began the persecution of 
MASSOB members by arrest and detention without charge. In the end, 
the leader of MASSOB was arrested and brought before the Federal 
High Court in Abuja along with other MASSOB supporters. On 
November 8, 2005, the Federal High Court found them guilty of being 
members of an unlawful organisation known as MASSOB Army and 
charged them with treasonable felonies (Human Rights Watch, 2005; 
The New Humanitarian, 2005; Law Global Hub, 2005; UK 
Department of Justice, 2020).  

While Uwuzurike and his supporters were in prison, those who 
inherited the leadership vacuum created began toying with the idea of 
disrupting the government revenue-generating process. For instance, in 
May 2006, MASSOB leaders attempted to mobilise women and men 
on the streets of Onitsha, Anambra state, to protest against punitive 
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taxes imposed by the state government. This sparked a violent reprisal 
by the federal government, acting at the request of the governor, who 
sent troops to the city to kill several MASSOB protesters (Okonta 
2012). This development, even though latent, laid the foundation for 
the separatist movements to drift from non-violence to radicalism with 
dire consequences for the Nigerian state. By declaring MASSOB an 
illegal entity, the federal government set in motion all the activities 
leading to the persecution of its members.  

When MASSOB members demonstrated in solidarity with the 
imprisoned members, they clashed with police in Onitsha, resulting in 
�W�K�H�� �E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D�¶�V�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�L�D�O��
president (Law Global Hub 2005; UK Department of Justice 2020; and 
New Humanitarian 2005). According to a report by EASO (2018), 
members of MASSOB were routine�O�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���³�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�V�´����
�1�L�J�H�U�L�D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���V�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�U�H���L�V��
no explicit law prohibiting MASSOB activities, its modus operandi 
�U�X�Q�V�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �1�L�J�H�U�L�D���´�� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W��
surprising, as an authoritarian regime is always inclined to use force 
and violence to settle political disputes. By early 2014, when an effort 
was made to document the recorded murders of Igbos between August 
22, 1945, and September 28, 2013, there was no mention of the 
Biafrans killed by their compatriots in a neo-separatist struggle. It is 
also notable that by this early period of MASSOB incubation, the only 
violence associated with Southeastern Nigeria was the issue of cultism, 
armed robbery attacks, and inter-communal land disputes, of which 
unemployment was ascribed as the main driver (European Asylum 
Support Office / EASO 2017).  

 

Yardua/Jonathan administration and militari sation of 
Southeastern Nigeria  
In line with the Umaru Yar�¶Adua administration�¶s disposition to 
dialogue with the disaffected groups in Nigeria after his inauguration 
in 2007, Ralph Uwazurike was released from prison in October 2007. 
His successor, Goodluck Jonathan, continued with such a disposition, 
although he once lumped IPOB, OPC, and Boko Haram together as 
extremist organisations.  More so, most Igbo and South-South geo-
political zones welcomed his occupation of the top political position in 
Nigeria at that time. They regarded him as one of their own, and this 
had an impact on the struggle of MASSOB. While the struggle 
continued under the Jonathan regime, unlike the firebrand nature of 
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President Olusegun Obasanjo�¶s (1999-2007) and President Musa 
�<�D�U�¶�$�G�X�D�¶�V (2007-10) regimes, the organisation took a more moderate 
approach to the dreams of the Biafran people. This led to President 
Goodluck Jonathan's directive in 2011 that all members of MASSOB 
detained across the nation, estimated at 1000, be released (Chiluwa 
2018). The Special Council to Nnamdi Kanu, Aloy Ejimakor, 
corroborated this claim by �Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�1�Q�D�P�G�L���.�D�Q�X���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G��
between 2012 and 2015 because the government then understood that 
self-determination was not a crime, but the government that came into 
power in May 2015 decided to treat self-determination as a criminal 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�´ (Opejiobi 2023,1). Despite the government's magnanimous 
spirit towards IPOB, they still regarded the organisation as an unlawful 
organization (Ibeanu et al. 2016). Ben Onwuka led IPOB's attempt to 
seize the Government House and the Broadcasting Corporation in 
Enugu no doubt could be attributed to this unlawful status accorded to 
the separatist movement. This climate of violence exacerbated the 
already existing security challenges on the ground, �D�V�� �³�D�Q�� �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G��
1,000 IPOB members,�´�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �U�Hcords, although IPOB 
alleged 2,000 individuals were extrajudicially murdered by the security 
forces on the 30th of May, 2016, during the Biafra Memorial Day at 
Onitsha (EASO 2017).  
 

Muhammed Buhari administration and the militari sation of 
Southeastern Nigeria  
The moment the administration of Muhammadu Buhari kicked off, 
there was an increased militarisation of southeastern Nigeria. After 
making controversial remarks critical of the Nigerian President�¶s 
Office, Nnamdi Kanu was detained by the Nigerian Army in 2015 on 
accusations related to terrorism, treason, and running an unlawful 
group. Later, the Director of Information for the Nigerian Army 
classified IPOB as a terrorist militant group. To dismantle the 
operations of the banned group, the federal government, via the 
�1�L�J�H�U�L�D�Q���$�U�P�\�����H�[�H�F�X�W�H�G���D���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���Q�D�P�H�G���³�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���3�\�W�K�R�Q���'�D�Q�F�H�´����
Lt General Tukur Burutai, who served as the Chief of Army Staff at 
the time, described the operation as including infiltrations, 
encirclements, and searches aimed at combating child kidnappings, 
setting up roadblocks, checkpoints, and ultimately, showcasing 
military power to quell the escalating danger in the southeastern 
regions of the nation (Sahara Reporters 2017). Additionally, this was 
the period when the president publicly criticised IPOB as a terrorist 
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entity. To legitimise its actions, the Office of the Attorney General of 
the Federation initiated legal proceedings by filing a lawsuit in the 
Federal High Court. Following the submission of arguments, the court 
thereafter issued a ban (Nwangwu 2023).  

After declaring IPOB an illegal organisation, other legal entities in 
Nigeria were also requested to recognise IPOB as a terrorist group. 
Considering this information, it�¶s not unexpected that the South East 
Governors Forum (SERF) sanctioned the proscription of IPOB in the 
southeast region of Nigeria on January 18, 2018. This series of 
occurrences resulted in several notable developments. This resulted in 
the widespread oppression of IPOB. The ridiculousness of the army's 
reason for calling IPOB a terrorist group, along with the legal support 
the government obtained, becomes clearer when contrasted with the 
government�¶s leniency in addressing armed wandering herdsmen, 
outlaws, and individuals who have supposedly renounced Boko 
Haram, which is accountable for the significant loss of human life and 
job prospects in northern Nigeria and other parts of the nation since 
2015. Since 2015, the number of armed attacks by Fulani-led groups 
has increased in both frequency and complexity, with little to no 
intervention from the government (Nwangwu 2023).  

Fuelled by this trend, the government has tended to step up its 
efforts to target IPOB activists through unlawful arrests, secret 
detentions, extrajudicial murders, and unexplained disappearances. A 
report from Amnesty International (2018) states that at least 10 IPOB 
members have been killed and 12 others wounded by soldiers on 
September 14, 2018. The armed forces claimed that the IPOB activists 
perished while opposing the capture of their leader at his residence in 
Umuahia, Abia state. Beyond the initial 10 IPOB members who lost 
their lives, reports indicate that at least another 10 were shot and 
removed by the military. The Igbo Civil Society Coalition (ICSCO), a 
group comprising various organisations, activists, human rights 
entities, and scholars from Igboland, accused the Nigerian military of 
causing the deaths of at least 100 individuals and injuring 200 more 
during the �µPython Dance�¶ military operation in the South-East in 2017 
(Sahara Reporters 2018). Operation Python Dance also led to the extra 
militarisation of the southeastern polity as all manner of security 
infrastructures, such as different kinds of Personnel Armoured Carrier 
(APC) and intimidating checkpoints, an excessive manifestation of 
repression, wanton destruction of public properties, and total disregard 
for constitutionalism were witnessed in this part of the country 
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